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Japan 


Foreign Minister Blames U.S. for Trade Friction 
OW 1108032289 Tokyo KYODO in English 0307 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, August 11 KYODO—New Japanese For- 
eign Minister Taro Nakayama on Friday faulted the 
United States for overreacting in its trade problems with 
Japan. 


Nakayama also placed the burden of responsibility on 
the U.S. side for lacking the determination to break into 
the Japanese market. 


As an example, he said Japanese businessmen overseas 
invariably speak the language of their business partners, 
most American businessmen in Japan do not speak 
Japanese. 


U.S. businesses here often do not even bother to render 
promotional pamphlets for U.S. products into Japanese, 
Nakayama said. 


Nakayama also said that Japan must try to win U.S. 
“understanding” of its positions in order to dispel the 
“emotional” U.S. mood over trade friction between the 
two countries. 


Japan’s stance should be explained to Washington “in an 
easy-to-understand way,” he said. 


He did not say whether Japan held any responsibility for 
the present trade friction. 


Nakayama’s comments came in advance of the U.S.- 
Japan economic structural adjustment talks scheduled 
for September 4-5 in Tokyo. 


Urges Greater Efforts To End Friction 
OW1108052389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0504 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 11 KYODO-—New Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama on Friday said that Japan must 
make greater efforts to dispel ““emotional trade friction” 
by winning the United States over to its position. 


Speaking in advance of the U.S.-Japan economic struc- 
tural adjustment talks in Tokyo, set for September 4-5, 
Nakayama placed responsibility for trade friction 
squarely on the U.S. Side for its lack of efforts to succeed 
in the Japanese market. 


“While I am of course aware of the various opinions 
emanating from the U.S. Side in regard to Japan’s 
distribution system, the distribution systems of the U.S. 
and Japan differ as the countries themselves differ,” he 
said. 
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Nakayama Said ii essential for Japan “to explain our 
distribution system in easy-to-understand terms” at the 
upcoming Japan-U.S. subcabinet-level structural consul- 
tations. 


“Japan must speak its mind,” he declared, adding that 
Japan will point out areas in which “U.S. efforts are 
lacking.” 


Nakayama said that, compared with years past, Amer- 
ican businessmen striving to break into the Japanese 
market have come a long way in “making efforts and 
deepening their understanding.” 


But while Japanese businessmen in the U.S. invariably 
make it a point to speak and understand English as a 
vital tool for their business success, such efforts are not 
emulated by the Americans, he said. 


““How many Americans working in Japan can speak 
perfect Japanese,” Nakayama questioned. 


Until only recently, American firms touting their wares 
in Japan did not even bother to make up Japanese 
language promotional pamphlets, Nakayama said. 


“Americans then appeared to understand Japan, but in 
fact did not,” he said of his experiences negotiating on 
trade issues in Washington as part of a committee of the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). 


“That’s why it is so necessary to talk at length with the 
U.S.,” he said. “If that is not done, the U.S., as can be 
expected of them, will come up with various unilateral 
moves.” 


Nakayama was believed to be alluding to the recent U.S. 
decision to subject Japan to the so-called super 301 
provision of its 1988 trade act, which calls for retaliatory 
measures if negotiations fail to bring down alleged 
market barriers. 


While the U.S. liberally criticizes Japan's distribution 
system, he said, from his own experience of ordering 
products from the U.S. and Britain, delivery has taken 
from six months to a year. 


In his first press conference as forcign minister on 
Thursday, Nakayama said Japan’s distribution system is 
“special” since 120 million Japanese live in such a 
limited land area. 


He said that trade disputes with Washington must be 
extinguished before they get out of hand since the U.S., 
due to its importance to Japan’s economy and security, is 
the cornerstone of Japan’s foreign policy. 
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Views Relations With USSR 
OW 1108091489 Tokyo KYODO in English 0816 GMT 
11A ug 8Y 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. | |! KYQDO—New Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama said Friday that rapidly 
changing geopolitical circumstances will likely lead a 
reformist and technology-hungry Soviet Union to accede 
to Japan’s demand for the return of four northern islands 
it has occupied and held since the end of World War II. 


“As international relations change, the (Soviet) Govern- 
ment authorities change and the (Soviet) way of thinking 
will change as well, to adapt to international circum- 
stances,’ Nakayama said. 


Nakayama indicated that while Moscow may come 
around to Japan’s view on its so-called northern territo- 
ries—Etorofu, Kunashiri, Shikotan, and the Habomai 
Group—Japan will not settle for less than their en bloc 
return. 


“IT have absolutely no intention of altering the position 
Japan has maintained to the present,” he said. 


Nakayama will be holding his first talks with Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze in New York at 
the end of September when the two are there to attend a 
session of the United Nations General Assembly. 


The meeting will be preceded by preparatory subcabinet- 
level talks in Moscow on September 4. 


Nakayama noted an easing of tension between the Soviet 
Union and the United States, characterized by military 
cutbacks inspired partly by domestic economic concerns. 


The improved international environment has made it 
possible to resolve disputes which formerly appeared 
intractable, he indicated. 


“Things that were never imagined before in postwar 
politics are now taking place,” he said. 


Nakayama, who as director general of the Prime Minis- 
ter’s Office was in charge of the territorial question 
during the Zenko Suzuki administration, said that in a 
historical perspective, territorial problems have proved 
to be stubborn. 


He cited a territorial dispute on Italy’s northern border 
that was finally resolved after 100 years. 


Nakayaina was believed to be referring to a border 
dispute Italy had with either Yugoslavia or Austria, 
sources said. 


Nakayama said Japan was able to gain its sovereignty 
over Okinawa from the U.S. in 1973 because some 
700,000 people were living there at the end of the war. 
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While the islands disputed with the Soviets are “unmis- 
takably” Japanese territory, the fact that there are no 
longer any Japanese living there has inhibited the issue’s 
receiving national prominence, he said. 


Nakayama said that the Soviet Union has indicated it 
desires Japanese investment and technological expertise 
to help in its economic reconstruction. 


“I see no problem in cooperating in areas that have 
nothing to do with ideology,” he said. 


“In that regard, we should pursue discussions through 
various channels while exerting our efforts for early 
normalizations of Japan-Soviet relations,” he said. 


Nakayama, a medical doctor, said that when he went to 
Moscow last year to visit medical facilities, the Soviets 
were receptive to his idea of transferring Japanese med- 
ical technology. 


He also endorsed a furthering of cultural exchanges, 
especially those involving young people and specialists 
in various fields. 


On the much-discussed visit of Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev to Japan, Nakayama said that Japan is 
always willing to make arrangements 1f Gorbachev finds 
time in his schedule. 


But he said because relations are not fully mormalized 
due to the territorial dispute Japan is not in the position 
to request the Kremlin leader to “please come by all 
means.” 


Both countries should create as many opportunities for 
dialogue as possible in order to deepen mutual under- 
standing. he said. 


Over the long term, history may surprise observers and 
Japan-Soviet relations could reach a level unimaginable 
in the past, Nakayama said. 


Comments on China Travel Advisory 
OW'1008 145889 Tokyo KYODO in English 1430 GMT 
10 Aug 8Y 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 10 KYODO—New Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Nakayama said Thursday that Japan will 
relax its recommendation against traveling to China “in 
the near future.” 


Nak“yama, in his first press conference since assuming 
the pertfolio, told reporters that the move will be made 
in light of the fact that areas outside of Beijing, where 
martial law is still in effect, “are becoming relatively 
stable.” 
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Asked to clarify when the travel advisory will be 
amended, Nakayama said, “between next week and the 
10th (of September), that is the time frame under con- 
sideration.” 


The move follows the U.S. Government’s announcement 
Wednesday that due to the improved security situation 
in China, it will allow dependents of U.S. Government 
personnel evacuated two months ago to return. 


On a resumption of economic assistance to China, 
Nakayama said the main consideration “is not to isolate 
China.” 


“That which has already been decided upon will be 
continued ... but the arrangement of new projects should 
be decided after discussion within the government with 
an eye to China’s actions,” he said. 


Nakayama said the Japanese, “as a peace-loving 
people,”’ unanimously wish to see China “be restored to 
a democratized country in which human rights are 
respected.” 


Japan is China’s largest overseas aid donor, accounting 
for 68 percent of aid it receives in bilateral arrangements 
and 56 percent of its total foreign aid. 


Nakayama said he hoped to accompany Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu when he goes to Washington to visit U.S. 
President George Bush and Secretary of State James 
Baker. The visit is expected to take place early next 
month. 


He also said he will likely participate in an international 
peace conference on Kampuchea in Paris later this 
month and possibly visit Eastern Europe. 


Aside from France, he would like to visit two or three 
countries “that figure highly in Japan's future diplo- 
macy,” he said. The foreign minister will likely be 
visiting either Hungary or Poland. 


Nakayama also said he will not make his usual annual 
visit to Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine on August 15, the 44th 
anniversary of Japan’s surrender in World War II. The 
shrine is dedicated to the war dead. 


“Successive foreign ministers have taken into consider- 
ation the feelings of neighboring countries,” he said, 
adding that he will follow their example “from the 
viewpoint of continuity in foreign policy.” 


The annual visits by Japanese cabinet ministers to 
Yasukuni, which also enshrines the souls of those exe- 
cuted as “‘war criminals” after Japan's defeat in World 
War II, have drawn storms of criticism from Asian 
countries—notably China and South Korea—as well as 
Japanese opposition parties and civic groups. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In advance of the U.S.-Japan talks on economic struc- 
tural adjustment set for early September, Nakayama said 
that Japan has found it difficult to gain the under- 
standing of its Western trading partners as to the 
“special” nature of its distribution system. 


He said that the uniqueness derives from the fact that 
some | 20 million people live on such a small amount of 
land. 


“While appealing for understanding from the govern- 
ments and legislating bodies of the country concerned, if 
there are barriers, it is important that we make effort tu 
remove them,” he said. 


He said he would pursue a foreign policy which would 
nip potential sources of economic friction in the bud 
before they proliferate. 


Nakayama said other major diplomatic issues facing 
Japan include the foreign debt burden of developing 
countries, environmental problems and the transfer of 
technology. 


A medical doctor and proponent of medical issues in the 
Diet, Nakayama said Japan should improve the access of 
developing countries to its advanced medical knowledge 
and technology. 


“International medical cooperation is a humanitarian 
issue which supersedes ideology,” he said. 


Nakayama also said Japan should utilize its own experi- 
ence in combating pollution to help other countries solve 
their environmental woes. 


He cited such problems as acid rain and the depletion of 
tropical rain forests, which he said have a global impact. 


Acknowledging criticism of Japan’s massive official 
development assistance (ODA) program, the foreign 
minister said Japan must ensure that it 1s dispensed and 
used in a way that most benefits the recipient country. 


He said that as a major economic power in Asia, Japan 
should spread prosperity to its neighbors in the region. 


Nakayama pledged from a viewpoint of ““technopolitics” 
to investigate “what Japan can do for the global peace 
and prosperity that would be welcomed by international 
society.” 


Seeks Asia-Pacific Stability 
OW0908 153789 Tokyo KY QO in English 1525 GMT 
9 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 9 KYODO—Newly appointed For- 
eign Minister Taro Nakayama, stressing Japan’s foreign 
policy consistency, said Wednesday he was determined 
to do his best to assure stability in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 
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Nakayama told a press meeting immediately after his 
appointment at the prime minister's official residence, 
that he will try to promote cultural exchanges with 
foreign countries and improve the official development 
assistance (ODA). 


Trade Minister Stresses Import Expansion 
OW'1008 131689 Tokyo KYODO in English 1238 GMT 
10 Aug 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 10 KYODO—Newly appointed 
International Trade and Industry Minister Hikaru Mat- 
sunaga Thursday stressed the importance of expanding 
Japan’s imports while engineering a balance between 
domestic demand-led economic growth and protection 
of the environment. 


Asked about the contentious Consumption tax, Mat- 
sunaga said the government should review the unpop- 
ular, four-month-old taxation system, taking fully into 
consideration both the interests of consumers and those 
of industries. 


His remarks were made in a press conference following 
the first cabinet meeting of the new administration of 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu. 


Matsunaga also emphasized that structural trade talks 
between Japan and the U.S. are vital for resolving 
pending bilateral trade issues. 


On the super 30! provision of the 1988 U.S. trade and 
competitiveness act, the new MITI [Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry] head said Japan cannot sit at 
the table for bilateral negotiations under the framework 
of the provision, but is willing to participate in an arena 
for multilateral trade talks such as the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Commenting on MITI’s nuclear power policy, he said 
nuclear power is already an integral part of Japan’s 
energy policy, accounting for 30 percent of the entire 
electric power supply. 


Matsunaga contended the government would pursue 
further development of nuclear power generation while 
seeking to obtain the understanding of the public. 


To a query about his personal connections with Recruit 
Co., the new MITI chief said the only known tie he has 
had with the firm is that he once gave a lecture for the 
company for a fee of 300,000 yen. 


New Defense Chief Seeks Early U.S. Visit 
OW 1008131089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1235 GMT 
10 Aug 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 10 KYODO—New Defense Agency 
Director General Juro Matsumoto said on Thursday he 
hopes to visit the United States as early as possible for 
consultations with Secretary of Defense Richard 
Cheney. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Matsumoto, 71, did not specify when he is going to 
Washington. 


Matsumoto, who replaced Taku Yamasaki as state min- 
ister for defense in a new cabinet inaugurated Wednes- 
day, told a news conference that the new Japanese 
Government needs to maintain and promote dialogue 
with the administration of President George Bush. 


Yamasaki had been scheduled to visit the U.S. earlier 
this month but canceled the trip because of the mass 
resignation of the cabinet of former Prime Minister 
Sosuke Uno. 


Matsumoto also said he will maintain moderation in 
building up Japan’s defense capabilities. 


Hashimoto Hails G-7 Policy Coordination 
OW 1008133989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1310 GMT 
10 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 10 KYODO—Finance Minister Ryu- 
taro Hashimoto on Thursday downplayed growing calls 
for designating the unpopular consumption tax to be 
used for welfare purposes. 


“I have no intention of doing it at all at the moment,” he 
told a press conference following the first meeting of the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu. 


The remark came against the backdrop of an emerging 
view in the ruling Liberal Democratic Party that it would 
be easier to win public acceptance of the controversial 
tax if revenues from it are used only for welfare pur- 


poses. 


The tax, introduced on April | under a sweeping tax 
reform, has been cited as the major cause of the ruling 
party’s crushing defeat in the July 23 upper house 
election in which Hashimoto was the party’s election 
campaign chief as secretary general. 


Hashimoto acknowledged that the tax is to blame for the 
party’s heavy !osses in the election, which forced the 
conservative party to lose its majority in the House of 
Councillors for the first time. 


“The election resuits show at least that the tax isn’t well 
perceived (among the public),” he said. 


Asked to comment on a review of the tax now being 
made by a government panel on taxation, Hashimoto 
said such a review should include the possibility of 
making a segment of foods free from the tax. 


He stopped short, however, of saying that such foods 
should be free from the tax. 


The results of such a review will not necessarily lead to 
making items no longer subject to the tax, he said. 
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On fiscal policy, Hashimoto said he sees no need for the 
government 10 take pump-priming measures al present, 
pointing out that the Japanese economy has been 
growing steadily with strong domestic demand. 


Responding to reporters’ questions, he said he has nu 
plans to change the denomination of the yen or introduce 
a bank note of a larger value. 


On the external front, Hashimoto said policy coordina- 
tion among the so-called Group of Seven [G-7] nations 
remains intact, citing the recent recovery of the yen 
against the dollar as the most clear evidence of this. 


Asked whether he will attend an annual meeting of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) set for next month 
in Washingion, Hashimoto said it depends on his polit- 
ical schedule regarding an extraordinary Diet session 
planned for inici-September. 


Cabinet Meets; Kaifu Pledges To Restore Confidence 
OW'1008 122589 Tokyo KYODO in English 1205 GMT 
10 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 10 KYODO—New Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu on Thursday officially inaugurated his 
cabinet and vowed efforts to restore public confidence in 
the government. 


Kaifu, 58, who was elected prime minister on Wednes- 
day, said in a statement his government will promote 
political reforms, establish higher political ethics and 
also revise the unpopular 3 percent consumption tax. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Tokuo Yamashita issued 
Kaifu's statement at a press conference, which followed 
the inaugural meeting of the 21-member cabinet. 


Shortly before the cabinet session, Kaifu and his minis- 
ters visited the imperial palace to attend an attestation 
ceremony in the presence of Emperor Akihito. 


The 55-year-old monarch officially invested Kaifu with 
the office of prime minister during the ceremony. 


The emperor also attested Kaifu’s appointment of the 20 
cabinet ministers. 


Kaifu said in the statement that the ouicome of the July 
23 House of Councillors election, which resulted in a 
major defeat for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), showed the Japanese people are losing confi- 
dence in the government, the statement said. 


Following the election, the LDP’s strength in the 252- 
seat second chamber dropped from the pre-election 139 
to 109, falling below the simple majority of 127. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Kaifu said it is clear the government policy of main- 
taining freedom and democracy is not wrong but that the 
outcome of the election reflected public criticism of 
unfairness in the political process. 


The prime minister said the establishment of politica! 
ethics 1s his top priority. 


The election might have been influenced by the people's 
anxiety about Japan’s uncertain future, Kaifu said. 


As for the 3 percent consumption tax, imposed in April, 
at issue in the election and considered a main cause of 
the LDP’s defeat, Kaifu promised to drastically review 
the tax so that it will be acceptable to the people. 


Yamashita, chief of staff of Kaifu’s cabinet, told 
reporters that cabinet ministers will disclose their assets, 
including those of their families, in September. 


The government spokesman also said cabinet ministers 
agreed to deposit their securities, if they possess any. 
with trust banks and refrain from transacting 1n securi- 
ties and real estates while th.’ are in office. 


Yamashita said cabinet ministers also agreed to give up 
10 percent of their salaries because of the current hard- 
ship in state finances. 


Yamashita said Kaifu will not pay a visit to the Y asukini 
Shrine on August 15, the 44th anniversary of the end of 
World War II. 


Kaifu replaced his predecessor Sosuke Uno as LDP 
president on Tuesday and as prime minister on Wednes- 
day. 


Two women were appointed to the new cabinet— 
Sumiko Takahara, 56, a non-politician, as state minister 
and director general of the Economic Planning Agency: 
and Mayumi Moriyama, 61, as state minister and 
director general of the Environment Agency. 


Ozawa Expresses Confidence in Regaining Trust 
OW 1008110489 Tokyo KYODO in English 0931 GMT 
10 Sep 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 10 KYODO—The new secretary 
general of the Liberal Democratic Party [LDP]. Ichiro 
Ozawa, said on Thursday that he is sure the ruling party 
can regain public trust. 


Ozawa blamed the LDP’s major defeat in the July 23 
House of Councillors election on its slow action to tackle 
political reform programs like the election system. 


Ozawa told reporters that the ruling conservative party 
needs to promoie political reforms boldly and swiftly. 
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He denied speculation that the LDP may suffer another 
loss in the next general election for the more powerful 
House of Representatives, adding that his party can 
restove public confidence lost in the wake of the Recruit 
bribery scandal. 


Ozawa admitted the government and LDP have failed to 
gain public support for the 3 percent consumption tax, 
blaming it on an Opposition boycott of Diet discussions 
on a package of tax reform bills last year. 


The government and LDP will finish revising the con- 
sumption tax before the four-year term of office for the 
incumbent lower house members expires in July next 
year, he said. 


Ozawa, one of former Prime Minister Noboru Takesh- 
ita’s closest aides, succeeded Ryutaro Hashimoto, 
another Takeshita aide, on Wednesday to fill the No 2 
post in the ruling party. 


Hashimoto, 52, assumed the finance portfolio in the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Kaifu. 


Ozawa, commenting on criticism that the Kaifu cabinet 
is really under Takeshita’s control, said it is quite natural 
that the Takeshita faction, the biggest power bloc, should 
be primarily responsible for the election of a new party 
leader. 


Media Alleges Kaifu Fathered Illegitimate Child 
OW'1 108042589 Tokyo KYODO in English 0408 GMT 
11 Aug 89 


[Text] Washington, Aug. 10 KYODO—The NBC Tele- 
vision Network in the U.S. reported Thursday that 
newly-elected japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu 
has an illegitimate child, quoting reports in the Japanese 
media. 


CNN Television and the REUTER and UPI wire ser- 
vices have also issued stories quoting Japanese media 
sources as claiming that the new prime minister fathered 
a daughter out of wedlock through an affair with an 
ex-model. 


Such a claim was first published in Japan by a daily 
newspaper in Kaifu’s own constituency of Aichi Prefec- 
ture, the NAGOYA TIMES, on August 4, as leaders of 
the ruling and scandal-ridden Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) were deliberating over choosing a successor to 
former Prime Minister Sosuke Uno, who stepped down 
in part due to a sex scandal. 


The SHUKAN POST, a weekly magazine, published a 
story reporting the same unsubstantiated allegations in 
this week’s edition, as Kaifu was choosen on Tuesday by 
the LDP as its new party leader and was confirmed on 
Wednesday as Japan’s new prime minister. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


NBC Evening News, in its broadcast Thursday evening, 
said news of an illegitimatc child had extinguished hope 
within the ruling party that under Kaifu, the LDP would 
be able to regain public trust which evaporated due to 
the Recruit stock-for-favors scandal and a geisha sex 
scandal involving Kaifu’s predecessor. 


Under similar circumstance. a controversy erupted 
soon after Uno assumed power in early june when a 
weekly magazine published a story quoting a former 
geisha as claiming she had been paid to have an affair 
with the former prime minister. 


The revelation gained international attention after a 
major U.S. newspaper, THE WASHINGTON POST, 
picked up the story. 


Kaifu Denies Allegation 
OW 1108061089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0600 GMT 
11 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 11 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu on Friday denied news reports that he had 
an illegitimate child. 


Kaifu, responding to reporters, said “it’s groundless. It’s 
a complete lie.” 


CNN Television, REUTER and UPI wire services, 
quoting Japanese mass media stories, reported that the 
new Japanese prime minister fathered a daughter out of 
wedlock through an affair with an ex-model. 


The NAGOYA TIMES, a daily newspaper in Kaifu’s 
own constituency of Aichi Prefecture, first published 
such a story on August 4. 


Kaifu told the reporters that he will ask the NAGOYA 
TIMES to file an apology and run a correction. 


Hashimoto Viewed as ‘Hopeful’ for Prime Minister 
OW0908150989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1356 GMT 
9 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 9 (KYODO)}—Finance Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimo\ » is a rising star of the Liberal Dem- 
ocratic Party (LDP) and a future hopeful for the party 
presidency and prime ministership. 


As LDP secretary general under the »dministration of 
Prime Minister Sosuke Uno, Hashimoto, 52, com- 
manded the party’s campaign for the July 23 House of 
Councillors election and strengthened his political pxsi- 
tion. 


Unfortunately for Hashimoto, the election results turned 
out to be a disaster, and the LDP lost its majority in the 
upper house. Still, he was regarded as the most likely 
successor to Uno. 
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He was ambitious but gave up his candidacy in the LDP 
presidential election because his faction, led by former 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, decided to support 
former Education Minister Toshiki Kaifu in the race. 


But upon assuming the key post of finance minister, he 
has further solidified his power base in the party. 


“Most media polls show that he is the most popular 
politician in the LDP. 


The son of an influential LDP dietman, Ryugo Hashim- 
oto, he briefly worked for a textile company after grad- 
uating from Keio University. Upon the death of his 
father, he successfully ran in the 1963 general election 
and has since been reelected to the lower house nine 
limes. 


His first ministerial experience was as health and welfare 
minister from 1977 to 1978 in the cabinet of Prime 
Minister Masayoshi Ohira in the late 1970s. 


Hashimoto, who hails from Okayama Prefecture, also 
served as transport minister from 1986 to 1987 in the 
cabinet of Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. 


Labor Minister Seen as Party Reformer 
OW0908161289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1457 GMT 
Y Aug 8Y 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 9 KYODO—Labor Minister Joji 
Fukushima has played a leading role in conducting the 
political reform of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. 


Fukushima, 62, who was a high-ranking official of the 
Finance Ministry, first entered politics in 1976 when he 
was clected a lower house member from Kumamoto 
Prefecture in the general election. 


He was determined to enter politics when he served as 
secretary to former Prime Minister Eisaku Sato. 


Fukushima, who is said to be a meticulous person, 
suffered a defeat in his first lower house election in 1972 
and lefi the Finance Ministry. 


Following his entry into politics, Fukushima has tackled 
electoral reform and the control of dietmen’s fund- 
raising parties. 


He served as vice minister of the Environment Agency in 
the first cabinet of former Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Cabinet Members Plan To Visit Yasukuni Shrine 
OW 1008033989 Tokyo KYODO in English 0235 GMT 
10 Aug &8Y 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 10 KYODO—A majority of the 
newly-appointed cabinet ministers say they plan to visit 
the Yasukuni Shrine next week to pay homage to Japan's 
war dead. 


The new prime minister, Toshiki Kaifu, has yet to spell 
out how his administration will handle the occasion, a 
sensitive political issue as Yasukuni also honors Japan's 
World War II Class-A war criminals. 


Tokuo Yamashita, the chief cabinet secretary, told 
reporters Wednesday that he wants to go to the shrine 
but will wait for Kaifu to decide on the matter. 


Yamashita, who serves 4s the prime minister's principal 
spokesman, addressed reporters after announcing the 
new cabinet lineup Wednesday night. 


Kaifu, who took over the prime ministership from 
Sosuke Uno, ts expected to outline his position when he 
speaks to the press on Friday. 


Thirteen of the 20 cabinet members who spoke to 
reporters after their appointment also indicated they 
plan to honor the nation’s war dead at Yasukuni on 
August 15, the anniversary of the end of World War II. 


“I would like to pay full homage to those who died for 
their country,” said Kiyoshi Mizuno, the cabinet min- 
ister in charge of the Management and Coordination 
Agency. 


Among other cabinet ministers who said they plan to 
visit Yasukuni were Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama 
and Finance Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto. Hashimoto ts 
the head of a Liberal Democratic Party group promoting 
visits to Yasukuni among Diet members. 


Two new cabinet ministers—International Trade and 
Industry Minister Hikaru Matsunaga and Environment 
Agency Director-General Mayumi Moriyama—said they 
will not visit the controversial shrine. Another five 
ministers said they have not made up their mind. 


Last year, 11 cabinet ministers honored the war dead at 
Yasukuni on the anniversary of the end of World War II. 


Official visits to Yasukuni, a vast Shinto shrine just 
outside the Imperial Palace, triggered a major diplo- 
matic row with China in 1985 when then Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone honored the Japanese war dead 
there in his capacity as head of government. 


Nakasone called off the visits in 1986 and 1987 in the 
wake of protests from China, South Korea and other 
countries subject to Japan’s invasion in World War II. 
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Nakasone’s successor, Noboru Takeshita, also dropped a 
visit to the shrine on the anniversary of the end of WWII 
last year. 


Japan officially remembers the nation’s World War II 
victims in a government-sponsored civil memorial ser- 
vice on August 15 aitended by emperor. 


Opposition parties and critics object to official visits to 
Yasukuni On constitutional grounds of the separation of 
State and religious activities. 


The government under former Prime Minister Takeshita 
urged inembers of the cabinet to avoid paying visits to 
the shrine in an official capacity as it would “arouse 
suspicions” that the Constitution was being violated. 


But some LDP politicians have chosen to visit the shrine 
anyway. 


Eizaburo Saito, the new cabinet minister in charge of the 
science and technology agency, said he plans to honor 
the war dead at Yasukuni “as a member of the cabinet.” 


Mongolia 


Premier Sodnom Receives DPRK Delegation 
OW 0908 190289 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0810 GMT 9 Aug 89 


[Text] Mongolian Prime Minister Sodnom has met in 
Ulaanbaatar with the Democratic Korean Government 
delegation, led by Premier [as heard] of the Administra- 
tive Council of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea Cho Se-ung. The delegation is taking part in the 
regular meeting of the Mongolian-Korean intergovern- 
mental commission on economic, scientific, and techno- 
logical cooperation. 


The two men exchanged views on cooperation in the 
construction of synthetic fiber and gelatine industries in 
Mongolia and joint exploitation of a [word indistinct] 
mine in this country. 


Receives Indian Businessman 
OW0908 200989 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0810 GMT 9 Aug 89 


[Text] Prime Minister ot Mongolia, Sodnom, has 
received in Ulaanbaatar the visiting president of (Simko) 
international firm of India Goyal. Sodnom and Goyal 
discussed issues of further extension of the two coun- 
tries’ COOperation in economy, trade, and science. Mr 
Goyal pointed at the possibilities of setting up a joint 
enterprise 1n Mongolia with the financial aid of (Simko) 
international firm. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Defense Minister Meets Vietnamese Cosmonaut 
BKO808 152889 Hanoi WNA in English 1506 GMT 
8 Aug 8Y 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 8—Mongolian Minister of 
Defense Senior Lieutenant General Jamsrangiyn 
Yondon received Vietnamese cosmonaut Major General 
Pham Tuan in Ulaanbaatar on August 7. 


Pham Tu2 > Currently visiting Mongolia at the 
invitation 4 i ‘ongolian National Defense Ministry, 
has bec” 2 ~arde { the title “hero” of both Vietnam and 
the Sov ‘10. 


Vietnam Helps Bnild Hydropower Station 
BK1008032489 Hanoi VNA in Engiish 1438 GMT 
Y Aug 8Y 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Ac gust 9—Vietnamese and Monglian 
hydro-power specialists are giving the finishing touches 
to a 200-megawatt hydro-electric power station built on 
the Tchigzh River in Ubsanur Province, Mongolia. 


The station’s estimated cost of 1.8 million tugriks (Mon- 
golian currency) is expected to be retrieved within 6-8 
years after the station becomes operational. 


North Korea 


Pyongyang Meeting Welcomes Defector to Nerth 
SK1108005289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
2243 GMT 10 Aug 8&9 


[Text] Pyongyang August 10 (KCNA)}—A Pyongyang 
mass meeting welcoming Chon Kwon-su who came over 
to the northern half of Korea from South Korea some 
time .°0 was held at the February 8 House of Culture 
this afternoon. 


An order of the DPRK and a colossal amount of bonus 
were conferred upon him and souvenir articles handed 
to him. 


In his welcoming address, “im Sung-kyong, vice- 
chairman of the Pyongyang N unicipal Administration 
and Economic Guidance Committee highly appraised 
expression of ardent patriotism the action of Chon 
Kwon-su who came over to the northern half of Korea 
breaking away from the colonial military fascist rule of 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets, and 
warmly welcomed him in the name of the entire 
Pyongyang citizens. 


In his reply speech, Chon Kwon-su extended the 
warmest heartfelt thanks to the great leader President 
Kim Il-song and the dear leader Mr. Kim Chong-ii who 
opened a road of a genuine life for him to live proudly as 
one member of the nation and bestowed great glory upon 
him. 
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Witnessing with my eyes the traitor No Tae-u branding 
those people who demand democracy and reunification 
as “leftist pro-communist forces” and punishing them by 
invoking the “National Security Law” in South Korea, 
he said, I had longed more eagerly for the North of 
independent politics, man-centred politics, and I made a 
decisive action without hesitation to come over to the 
North where all the people are living a happy life of 
equality. 


I am convinced once again that my coming over to the 
North is entirely just, he said. 


He made up his mind to devote himself to the noble 
cause of natioral reunification in the future. 


Paper Comments on Japanese Military Spending 
SK0908070089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0556 GMT 9 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 9 (KCNA)}—NODONG 
SINMUN today comments on the increase of military 
spendings for the Fiscal 1990 by the Japanese Defence 
Agency. 


For the Japanese Government to augment military 
appropriations is an act of going against the trend of 
detente and a brazen challenge to the just demand of the 
world people for ending arms race and realizing disar- 
mament, remarks the daily. 


Noting that the Japanese Government is now bending 
efforts on the buildup of aggression forces needed for 
overseas aggrandizement, constantly increasing military 
spendings behind the facade of ‘‘a peaceful state,” the 
news analyst says: 


The Japanese “Self-Defence Forces” (SDF) are equipped 
with sophisticated means of attack that go far beyond the 
limits of defence, and their operational sphere is being 
expanded to vast oceans and other areas. A 1,000 mile 
operational sphere has been proclaimed, the “total 
defence strategy” replaced with the “preemptive attack 
strategy,” and means of long-range striking are being 
produced. 


While hastening arms buildup, the Japanese reaction- 
aries are Openly promoting the plan for dispatch of the 
“SDF” overseas. Under this plan, the Korean peninsula 
is chosen as the first target of attack by the “SDF.” 


Japan is being inveigled all the more deeply in the U.S. 
imperialists’ aggressive Asia-Pacific strategy and anti- 
socialist strategy. The Japanese reactionaries seek in this 
to gratify their militarist ambition for expansion with the 
backing of the U.S. imperialists. 


Japan must take the road to peace, instead of seeking to 
build a military power, stresses the news analyst. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


U.S.-Japan-ROK ‘Military Alliance’ Alleged 
SK1108115289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1015 GMT 11 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 11 (KCNA)}—NODONG 
SINMUN today hits at the U.S. imperialist aggressors 
who are staging war games by massively introducing 
various types of fighter planes into South Korea from 
overseas. This clearly shows how desperately they are 
persisting in nuclear war preparations against thc 
northern half of the republic, says the news analyst, and 
continues: 


The U.S. imperialist aggressors brought the war planes 
for the exercises from Japan proper and Okinawa. This is 
an Ominous sign that the U.S.-Japan-South Korea trian- 
gular military alliance is operating actually. 


The U.S. imperialists are noisy in claiming that they are 
interested in the “relaxation of tensions” and “‘peace”’ on 
the Korean peninsula, but they behave differently. The 
U.S. imperialists are the very criminals who are endan- 
gering peace in Korea and bringing clouds of nuclear 
war. 


The South Korean puppets unilaterally suspended 
North-South dialogues and are kicking up a row of 
anti-communist confrontation on the one hand, and are 
joining on the other in the adventurous nuclear war 
exercises following the war strategy of the U.S. imperi- 
alists. This leads the situation on the Korean peninsula 
closer to the brink of war. 


The criminal moves of the U.S. imperialists and the 
South Korean puppets to provoke a nuclear war on the 
Korean peninsula, going against the trend of the times 
towards detente, will face the condemnation by the 
people at home and abroad. 


South Arrests, Detentions, Police Activities Noted 
SK0508053089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0420 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA) —The South Korean 
fascist clique on August 2 detained an inhabitant named 
Kim Yong-hwan who had openly sold more than 120 
books of over 50 kinds related to the northern half of 
Korea including “Selected Works of Kim II]-song” at his 
bookstore in Tohwa-tong, South district, Inchon, from 
March last year, according to a report. 


That day, the fascist clique took back to prison O 
Yong-sik, former chairman of the “National Council of 
Student Representatives” (Chondaehyop), charging that 
he formed an anti-U.S. youth society with his colleagues 
at the end of January last year, worked out minutes of the 
organisation lauding the chuche idea and avidly read the 
novel *“The Anchor Raised” of the “Immortal History,” 
a cycle of novels. 
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Besides, it issued an order of prohibiting 28 priests 
affiliated with the Roman Catholic Priests’ group for the 
realisation of justice from going abroad, charging them 
with the dispatch of Father Mun Kyu-hyon to the North. 


Among the priests are Father Mun Kyu-hyon who is now 
staying in the northern half of Korea and Fathers Nam 
Kuk-hyon, Ku Il-mok and Pak Pyong-chun now under 
detention. 


On August 3, the fascist clique detained student Kang 
Tong-min, chief of the editorial board of the gazette of 
the Pusan College of Foreign Studies, on charges of 
violation of the “National Security Law,” after he car- 
ried articles lauding the northern half of Korea in the 
gazette on several occasions. 


Student Kim Chae-sop, chief of the editorial board of the 
gazette of the Pusan College of Fisheries, who contrib- 
uted to it an article “Anti-Imperialist Solidarity Festival, 
Sublimated to National Reunification” praising the 
Pyongyang festival was also arrested. 


Painter of Festival Poster Arrested 
SK0608084089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0818 GMT 6 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 6 (KCNA) —The No Tae-u 
military fascist clique arrested on August 3 Hong Song- 
nam, co-chairman of the South Korean Federation of 
National Art, who painted a large poster titled “History 
of the National Liberation Movement” and sent it to 
Pyongyang in congratulation of the Pyongyang festival, 
according to a report. 


The poster, 3 metres in height and 91 metres in length 
presents on the canvas picturing historical facts of nearly 
one century from the Kabo peasant war to the present 
South Korean people’s struggle for national reunifica- 
tion. In particular, it impressively shows the glorious 
anti-Japanese armed struggie of the Korean people cen- 
tering around Mt. Paektu. 


This poster was on display at Chungang University in 
Seoul on the 29th anniversary of the April 19 popular 
uprising. And then it was sent to Pyongyang to greet the 
13th World Festival of Youth and Students and put on 
the art show for reunification held in late July in the 
February 8 House of Culture, where paintings from 
South Korean youth, students and people were on show. 


The act of the artist carrying the South Korean people’s 
strong desire for reunification cannot be a crime on any 
account. 


The No Tae-u fascist clique, however, arrested him and, 
thus, betrayed its true color once again as the anti- 
national element opposed to reunification. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Second Painter Involved Arrested 
SK0908054489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0528 GMT 9 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 9 (KCNA) —The South Korean 
fascist clique arrested painter Cha Il-hwan Monday on 
the charge of violating the notorious “National Security 
Law,” according to a report. 


The fascist clique put him behind the bars for the reason 
that he was involved in the creation of the large poster 
‘History of the National Liberation Movement” and in 
sending it to Pyongyang on the occasion of the 13th 
World Festival of Youth and Students. 


As already reported, the military hooligans arrested 
Hong Song-nam, co-chairman of the “Federation of 
National Art,” on August 3 on the charge of involvement 
in this large poster. 


This suppression reveals the anti-reunification, splittist 
nature of the No Tae-u group, touching off the indigna- 
tion of youth, students and people of broad sections. 


Publisher of Festival Book Arrested 
SK0808045889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0448 GMT 8 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 8 (KCNA) —The No Tae-u 
military fascist clique Aug 4 walked away Cho Nam-il, 
representative of the Chuksan Publishing House in Seoul 
which had brought out the book ‘Pyongyang Festival” 
carrying festival posters on the charge of violating the 
“National Security Law,” according to a report. 


Upset by the movement for independence, democracy 
and reunification growing among South Korean people 
after the Pyongyang festival, the fascist clique is madly 
suppressing all propaganda activities concerning the 
festival. 


‘Repressive’ Police Force Increased 
SK0908053089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0521 GMT 9 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 9 (KCNA) —The No Tae-u 
fascist clique decided to increase the repressive police 
force by 10,000 men within this year and post them to 
police sub-stations and boxes, the lowest police tools, 
according to a report. 


The fascist clique plan to additionally allot some 3,400 
vehicles of different types to police. 


This shows that the No Tae-u military bandits are going 
to cover the whole land of South Korea with denser 
police networks in a bid to block the anti-U.S. struggle 
for independence, the anti-dictatorial struggle for 
democracy and the struggle for national reunification 
growing among the youth, students and people. 


FBIS-EAS-89-154 
11 August 1989 


Daily Analyzes DJP Stand on Fifth Republic 
SK1108054089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0515 GMT 11 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August | | (KCNA) ~The chairman of 
the “Democratic Justice Party [DJP],” talking about 
“political overheat” in an “interview on the situation,” 
said further discussion of the question of liquidating the 
injustices of the “Fifth Republic” will be a hurdle in the 
way of “historical progress” and they “view the elimina- 
tion of the Fifth Republic as closed.” 


This is an attempt to hush up this question on the pretext 
of preventing “social confusion,” a threatening outburst 
to ruthlessly suppress at the point of the bayonet the 
forces resisting the “Sixth Republic” that has revived the 
dictatorship of the “Fifth Republic’, and to maintain 
their power, says NODONG SINMUN today in a signed 
commentary. 


The news analyst says: 


Although the No Tae-u group made quite a noise as if it 
would part with the “legacies of the Fifth Republic,” 
none of No’s “commitments” has been carried into 
practice. 


The No group intends to hush up in the whirlwind of the 
dictatorship of the “Sixth Republic” the issue of liqui- 
dating the “injustices of the Fifth Republic” so ardently 
desired by people, after evading it under this or that 
pretext. This is an intolerable crime. 


It must not go unnoticed that the No group is clandes- 
tinely pushing ahead with an operation for flight over- 
seas of the traitor Chon Tu-hwan on the pretext of 
clinching this issue. 


Such despicable moves of the puppets will only touch off 
a fiercer wave of resentment of the people at the No 
group which, hand in glove with the traitor Chon, 
committed the bloodbath in Kwangju and played the 
main part in the “corruption of the Fifth Republic.” 


Intensification of Anti-Imperialist Struggle Urged 
SK 1008102789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 

1017 GMT 10 Aug 89 

New 


(“Human Cause of Building Independent 


World’”—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang August 10 (KCNA)}-—It is a question of 
principle and an urgent demand for the world people to 
intensify the struggle against the imperialist reactionary 
forces, the old forces obstructing the advancement of 
history, if they are to accelerate the building of an 
independent new world, stresses NODONG SINMUN 
today in a signed article. 
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Saying that this is mainly explained by the reactionary 
offensive desperately made by the daily declining impe- 
rialist reactionary forces, the dominationist forces, to 
avoid their crisis, the author of the article goes on: 


What is noteworthy is it that the U.S. imperialists, while 
evading direct collision with big powers, are turning the 
sharp edge of their attack to small countries, divided 
countries and countries maintaining a staunch stand 
against imperialism to destory these countries one by 
one by means of violence and coercion. And, while 
talking about the relaxation of tension in one area, they 
heighten it in other areas and stretch out their tentacles 
of aggression and intervention deeply into it and, in 
some areas, they are employing the vicious method of 
making peoples there fight each other to fish in troubled 
waters. 


Crying that such moves must be backed by strength, the 
U.S. imperialists are speeding up their nuclear arms 
buildup and threatening other countries with “strategy 
of preemptive nuclear strike’, thus increasing danger of 
nuclear war. 


As a result, though there are some signs of detente in the 
international situation, tension is growing acute in gen- 
eral, which arouses deep concern among peoples. This is 
a big obstacle to the human cause of building an inde- 
pendent new world. 


An independent world where there would be no aggres- 
sion and war, nor domination and subjugation but all 
countries would develop and prosper on an equal basis, 
could be built at an early date only through an anti- 
imperialist struggle, a struggle against U.S. imperialism, 
the chieftain of imperialism, in particular, the article 
says. 


It emphasises that all the progressive and peaceloving 
peoples of the world should firmly join hands and pool 
strength and wage everywhere a dynamic struggle of all 
forms against aggression, plunder and war moves of the 
imperialist reactionary forces, so that they may not run 
about recklessly. 


Member of FRG’s Greens Arrives for Visit 
SK0708 103889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1025 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 7 (KCNA)}—Member of the 
leadership of the party of Green of West Germany 
Juergen Maier arrived here today by plane. 


He was met at the airport by Kim Hong-u, vice-director 
of a department of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea. 
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South Korea 


Quayle Visit Viewed as Active Posture by U.S. 
SK 1108042989 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
8 Aug 89 p 3 


{Article by reporter Kim Se-won: “A Trip To Examine 
Changes in the Northeast Asian Situation’’] 


[Text] On 8 August, the Foreign Ministry announced the 
itinerary of the visit to Korea by U.S. Vice President 
Dan Quayle. According to this, he will visit Korea as part 
of his trip to Japan and the Philippines. The external 
purpose of his visits to three Asian nations is known to 
be the participation in the plenary session of the Inter- 
national Democratic Union to be held in Japan from 21 
to 23 August. In other words, he will “drop in” on Korea 
and the Philippines, which were not included in his trip 
to five ASEAN countries in April, on his way to Japan. 


It has been learned that during his visit to Korea, he will 
meet with President No Tae-u, Prime Minister Kang 
Yong-hun and Foreign Minister Choe Ho-chung. In his 
capacity as president pro tempore of the U.S. Senate, he 
will also visit the National Assembly to hold talks with 
representatives of the four political parties. A visit to the 
U.S. Army in Korea is also scheduled. The pertinent 
official of the Foreign Ministry noted that during his 
visit, new agreements will not be announced, and that he 
will exchange a wide range of views on the international 
Situation and matters of mutual concern to Korea and 
the United States. 


His visit will take place right between the half-day visit 
to Korea by U.S. President Bush in February, the visits 
to the United States for talks by Defense Minister Yi 
Sang-hun and Foreign Minister Choe Ho-chung last 
month, and of the ROK-U.S. summit talks slated for 
October. 


It has been learned that Vice President Quayle’s visit to 
Korea follows the U.S. side’s acceptance of the invitation 
extended when Foreign Minister Choe called on Presi- 
dent Bush while visiting the United States. 


It is not clear what Vice President Quayle will seek 
during his visit to Korea. However, what is clear at this 
moment is that the United States is keenly aware of the 
need to reconfirm its relations with Korea, whose weight 
has become relatively greater in the midst of the rapidly 
changing situation in Northeast Asia—changes that 
include an atmosphere of reconciliation between China 
and the Soviet Union, the Tiananmen situation in 
China, and the overwhelming defeat of Japan’s Liberal 
Democratic Party. 


The pertinent official in the Foreign Ministry revealed 
that Vice President Quayle expressed his desire to make 
a speech on the U.S. position toward current ROK-U.S. 
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relations in an “appropriate’”’ place, such as that of 
economy-related organizations. This indicates that the 
U.S. side takes a very active attitude toward his visit to 
Korea. 


A high-ranking official of the Foreign Ministry said: The 
significance of Vice President Quayle’s visit to Korea 
should be viewed not from the visit itself but from the 
viewpoint of change in U.S. foreign policy toward Korea 
showing a more active attitude in the ROK-U:S. rela- 
tions. Part of this active attitude can be seen in the 
forthcoming visits of the U.S. congressional delegation 
to Korea in October and the ROK-U.S. summit talks to 
be held at the request of the U.S. side. In other words, 
Quayle’s visit is visible evidence of changes in the 
direction of ROK-U:S. relations from “‘dependent-pro- 
tector” to that of “partner.” 


Vice President Quayie is known to be a hawkish conser- 
vative in the Republican Party. With great interest in 
defense issues, he was active on the Armed Services 
Committee. In 1984, he held the post of chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee of the Senate. In 1985, he 
opposed the bill on freezing the military budget and took 
the initiative in supporting the rebel army in Nicaragua, 
thus showing himself to be hawkish. 


It is expected that during his visit to Korea, Vice 
President Quayle will show particular interest in the 
issue of the U.S. troops in South Korea. 


Despite President Bush’s repeated pledges to observe the 
security commitment for Korea, the Nunn-Wanrner bill 
for defense cost sharing was passed in the Senate fol- 
lowing the ROK-U.S. annual security consultative 
meeting held on 17 July. Thus, Vice President Quayle’s 
visit to Korea would afford the Korean Government a 
good chance to have prior knowledge of the intention of 
the U.S. Administration concerning the changed situa- 
tion in the issue of the U.S. troops in Korea even before 
the ROK-U.S. summit talks. 


Minister on UN Membership, Pickering Promise 
SK 1108090489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0845 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 1 1 (QANA-YONHAP)—South Korea 
will push ahead with its diplomatic effort to obtain 
membership of the United Nations regardless of North 
Korea’s position on its proposal for simultaneous entry 
to the world body, South Korean Foreign Minister Choe 
Ho-chung said Friday. 


Choe told journalists that his ministry will keep per- 
suading China and the Soviet Union not to veto South 
Korea’s application for U.N. membership. 


He also said visiting U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations Thomas Pickering has promised to assist South 
Korea in its effort to keep the communist giants from 
exercising their veto rights. 
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“However, there is no change in our long-held basic 
position of simultaneous entry to the world body by the 
two Koreas, which North Korea keeps rejecting,’ Choe 
added. 


Choe implied it would take some time for South Korea 
to file a formal application for membership of the world 
body by saying, “The timing of the application will be 
determined after careful study of the attitudes of the two 
communist superpowers.” 


He also said Korean observers will be absent from the 
conference of heads of nonaligned nations in Yugoslavia 
on Sept. 4 at the request of the Yugoslavian Govern- 
ment. 


The Korean peninsula is not likely to be discussed during 
the conference nor will the final resolution mention it, 
Choe said. 


Yugoslavia made the appeal in consideration of North 
Korea’s possible uneasiness at the presence of South 
Korean delegates, a Foreign Ministry official said. 


South Red Cross Calls for September Meeting 
SK 1108013289 Seoul YONHAP in English 0122 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 11 (YONHAP)}—South Korea, 
marking the 18th anniversary of Red Cross talks with 
North Korea, called on the North to end a four-year 
hiatus in the contacts Friday. 


Kim Sang-hyop, president of the (South) Korean 
National Red Cross, demanded that North Korea to 
respond to his call for resumption of the Red Cross talks, 
which have been on hold for nearly four years. 


In a statement issued on the 18th anniversary of South 
Korea’s first proposal for Red Cross talks, Kim 
expressed his hope that the two Red Cross organizations 
could meet in September to discuss reuniting families 
split by the division of the Korean peninsula. 


The two sides have had more than 90 rounds of Red 
Cross talks since 1971, when South Korea first proposed 
them. 


Since the first exchange visits by members of separated 
families and performing arts troupes in 1985, however, 
North Korea has refused to continue the talks until 
South Korea ends “Team Spiri! annual joint mili- 
tary exercises with the United 


Kim expressed regret that ! rea, demanding 
resolution of political and military issues in advance, has 
failed to resnond to Seoul's repeated calls for resumption 
of the Red Cross talks. 
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He also pointed out that the North Korean Red Cross 
has failed to reply to the South’s proposal for a second 
exchange of members of separated families or to a 
request that it locate 4,346 people with relatives in the 
South. 


Kim accused the North Korean Red Cross of deviating 
from its proper position by making inappropriate 
requests for the return through the truce village of 
Panmunjom of a South Korean student who is now on an 
unauthorized visit to the North. 


Alleged North Korean Nuclear Quest Denounced 
SK 1008131789 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
9 Aug 89 p 2 


[Editorial: ““Nuclear Bombs of *Peace-Loving People’”’] 


[Text] Those who shout peace and build up military 
power at the same time are the same as those contempt- 
ible hooligans who wield a fist after making people stand 
at ease. Certainly, the world, we think, knows that the 
North Korean authorities have more frequently talked 
about peace, national reunification, and the nuclear 
withdrawal than we have. However, the North Korean 
authorities, who claimed that they loved peace so much 
and ardently longed for national reunification, and who 
called for the withdrawal of nuclear weapons. saying that 
they were an obstacle to peace and national reunifica- 
tion, have been making nuclear bombs. 


Some may Say that this is not 100-percent accurate 
information. However, we strongly call for the North 
Korean authorities to immediately conclude, as a follow- 
up step after joining the Nonproliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons Treaty [NPT], a safeguards agreement with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA]. This is a 
responsibility. 


We joined the NPT in 1975, 10 years earlier than North 
Korea, and, immediately after this, we concluded a 
safeguards agreement as well. Accordingly, the ROK is 
under the IAEA’s stringent and precise monitoring with 
regard to its nuclear facilities and in the use of nuclear 
materials. 


Whenever they open their mouths, the North Korean 
authorities rave on the theory of peaceful reunification 
and demand that we jointly reduce armed forces. In this 
regard, they should make efforts so that the arms reduc- 
tion and peace of North and South Korea will be equally 
guaranteed according to some objective standards, if 
they truly desire peace and arms reduction. U.S. satellite 
photos have reportedly spotted that the North Korean 
authorities, since the early eighties, have been building a 
large facility near the large research nuclear reactor in 
Yongbyon, North Pyongan Province, which appears to 
be a nuclear fuel reprocessing facility separating pluto- 
nium from nuclear fuel. 
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For clarification, the North Korean authorities, as we do, 
must accept the IAEA’s inspection and monitoring 
according to the NPT regulations. If they refuse to do so, 
this will prove that they have a desire to develop nuclear 
weapons. And, in this case, they must explain who would 
be the target of mass destruction through the nuclear 
weapons they would manufacture. 


The North Korean authorities habitually try to make 
excuses that they had to adopt the four-point military 
line in late 1962, because they saw that the Soviet Union 
was unable to offer active military support to Cuba at the 
time of the Cuban crisis, for fear of U.S. nuclear retali- 
ation. We can move backward one hundred steps and say 
what they claim is true. But, still, it was already a long 
time ago that the military strength of North Korea, built 
up according to the four-point military line, grew much 
more formidable than necessary to overwhelmingly 
crush the “U.S. imperialists’ aggressive ambition.” 


They have as many as three times more mechanized and 
armored units than we do; two times stronger fire power; 
a regular army, outnumbering ours by about 400,000 
troops; and reservists that are superior in combat capa- 
bilities, fire power, and numbers. But, still not satisfied, 
they are manufacturing nuclear weapons. Somebody 
must stop this awful military buildup. 


According to news reports, we, too, have developed 
maximum 256-kilometer-range ground-to-ground mis- 
siles. But, these missiles are behind North Korea’s 304- 
km-range Scud B missiles. 


Somebody must stop this formidable arms race. We are 
well aware who must be stopped first. However, we have 
no desire and see no need to debate on this. All in all, the 
ever-growing stockpile of weaponry in the armories on 
the small Korean peninsula must be removed. Which 
side has more powerful destructive means and which 
side would be annihilated by them must be clarified. 
Then, the stronger side must reduce its power first. The 
primitive trick of shouting peace and wielding fist must 
now be abandoned. Instead, arms reduction, which can 
appear convincing to anyone, must begin. First of all, the 
North Korea’s atomic reactor, which has been spotted by 
the satellite, must be inspected by the international 
agency. 


Only then can North-South mutual arms reduction be 
pursued and, after an agreement is reached on this, can 
the U.S. troops be withdrawn from South Korea. This is 
the proper course. 


Details of North-South Telephone ‘Hotline’ 
SK 1008122789 Seoul CHOSON ILBO 
in Korean 5 Aug 89 p 3 


[Article by reporter Yim Tong-myong] 
[Text] Have secret contacts really been held between the 


authorities of North and South Korea? If so, since when, 
in what form, and what has been mainly discussed? 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The authorities all officially deny in unison that such 
contacts have been held. 


Nonetheless, the rumors of secret contacts have persis- 
tently spread ever since the days of the Fifth Republic, 
and have today developed into the story of a visit to the 
North during the period of the Pyongyang festival. 
According to those who are well versed in North-South 
affairs, the rumors seem to be true. 


The main window of secret North-South contact noted 
by the sources is the so-called 88-hotline. The 88-hotline 
is a code name for a hotline between North and South 
Korea. 


It was back in 1985 that the 88-hotline was installed. At 
that time, President Chon Tu-hwan, in his own way, had 
an ardent desire to realize a North-South summit and to 
make an epochal turn in settling the reunification ques- 
tion. So, he ordered Yi Se-ki, then minister of national 
unification, who would attend the Bandung Conference 
to be held in Jakarta, Indonesia, in April 1985, to make 
an effort to provide a window of dialogue between the 
North and South. So, at the Bandung Conference, Min- 
ister Yi Se-ki, as the story goes, met Son Song-pil, 
chairman of North Korea’s Supreme People’s Assembly, 
and made a proposal toward this end, and Son subse- 
quently agreed after he received directives from his 
superiors. 


As a result, so the story goes, the 88-hotline was installed 
some time later, after an agreement was reached between 
the working-level officials of the two sides in May of that 
year, when the eighth round of North-South Red Cross 
talks were being held in Seoul. Chang Se-tong, then 
director of the Agency for National Security Planning 
[NSP], from the South Korean side, and Ho Tam, 
member of the Political Bureau of the Workers Party of 
North Korea and chairman of the Committee for the 
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland, from the 
North Korean side, were designated the persons in 
charge of the hotline. The working-level officials in 
charge of the hotline were Pak Chol-on, then special 
assistant to the NSP director, from our side, and Han 
Si-hae, vice minister of foreign affairs, from the North 
side. 


The story goes that the hotline was sometimes tempo- 
rarily inoperative because of the state of North-South 
relations. However, as the story goes, the hotline is still 
in Operation even since the Sixth Republic was inaugu- 
rated, and calls are normally made once or twice a 
month. According to the story, Mr Pak Chol-on, who was 
assistant to the president for state policy and is now first 
minister of state for political affairs, and Han Si-hae 
continued to serve as the working-level officials in charge 
even after the inauguration of the Sixth Republic. 
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Through the hotline, the two sides, as the story goes, 
exchanged views on North-South dialogue and other 
pending issues and discussed the question of so-called 
direct secret contacts between the high-ranking officials 
of the two sides, thus subsequently arranging the secret 
contacts. 


The existence of the line has been top secret. This, so the 
story goes, has been because of the North Korean side’s 
strong request and because our side accepted the North 
Korean side’s request by considering that secrecy is 
necessary for open-minded behind-the-scenes dialogue. 


Well-informed sources claim that secret North-South 
contacts have been made a considerable number of times 
since the installation of the 88-line. 


The starts of full-fledged direct secret contacts, according 
to the story, were Ho Tam’s visit to Seoul, which took 
place in early September 1985 when the 88-hotline was 
being installed, and the subsequent visit to Pyongyang by 
Chang Se-tong, then NSP director, which took place in 
mid-October that year. Through these secret contacts 
arranged by Pak Chol-on and Han Si-hae, the two sides 
profoundly discussed the question of a North-South 
summit and even its agenda, but failed to reach a final 
agreement. 


In January 1986, the North Korean side suspended all 
North-South dialogue under the pretext that its demand 
for halting the ‘““Team Spirit” exercise was ignored. Thus, 
the mood of North-South dialogue was destroyed. 


The 88-line had been dormant for some time, so the 
story goes. It was put into full operation again when 
President No Tae-u took office and Mr Pak Chol-on was 
transferred to the post of assistant to the president for 
state policy in 1988. 


As a result, in late January 1989, assistant Pak Chol-on 
and Han Si-hae, as the working-level officials in charge, 
met in Singapore for several days and held behind- 
the-scenes dialogue on the pending issues between the 
North and South. According to the stories, through this 
dialogue, views were broadly exchanged on all pending 
issues between the two sides, such as the question of a 
North-South summit, the new reunification proposal to 
be worked out by our side, the continuation of North- 
South dialogue, and the question of the joint develop- 
ment of Mt Kumgang. 


Chong Chu-yong, chairman of Hyundai group, visited 
North Korea late January this year and, without difficul- 
ties, reached an agreement on jointly developing Mt 
Kumgang and other matters. This, as the story goes, was 
a result of the talks in Singapore. 
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Despite such behind-the-scenes talks, however, the 
North Korean side, by exploiting the “favorable situa- 
tion being created in South Korea,” called Rev Mun 
Ik-hwan and Miss Yim Su-kyong into the North for 
political maneuvers and fully utilized them in political 
propaganda. 


It is in this course that the story has spread on the 
so-called July visit to the North by Assistant Pak Chol-on 
in early July when the Pyongyang festival was being held. 
If this is true, it is highly possible that the North Korean 
side invited assistant Pak in the name of participating in 
the Pyongyang festival, and assistant Pak visited the 
North with his own objectives such as siressing North- 
South dialogue. 


Still, Minister Pak Chol-on, who is the person in ques- 
tion, and the government strongly deny the story on the 
visit to the North. However, some day, Minister Pak 
may say “I had no choice but to deny at that time.” This 
assumption is supported by what is said by those around 
Minister Pak. They say that Minister Pak has written 
several books of detailed records on the course of secret 
North-South contacts, and those books are kept by him. 
Presently, however, no one can show any concrete evi- 
dence or prove the stories on secret contacts. It is certain 
that those concerned agreed to keep secret in holding 
contacts, and that they, in meeting with one another, 
have taken full security measures to prevent the public 
from coming to know about the contacts. Therefore, this 
matter will remain a point of dispute for some time, 
unless those concerned open their mouths. 


New North Policy Urged in Wake of Secret Visits 
SK 1008132989 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO 
in Korean 10 Aug 89 p 2 


[Editorial: “North Korea Should Be Encouraged To 
Bring About Changes—New Policy Toward North : 
Korea in the Wake of Secret Visits’’] 


[Text] After spending the first half of this year over- 
coming the shock created by secret visits to North Korea, 
we should now have a moment of reasonableness and 
introspection over the question: What is North Korea to 
us? 


Before calling for reunification as if it alone can solve all 
the problems, which appeals only to the people’s blood 
and national emotion, we should pool the objective 
wisdom of the masses to find processes and ways of 
achieving such an ardent desire for reunification. 


During June and July, months during which the North 
an! South are presumed to have certainly arranged 
secret contacts between the two governments, the South 
side did not give up the old political trick of creating a 
security-conscious political situation to take advantage 
of lawmaker So Kyong-won’s secret visit to North Korea, 
and the North side made a national hero in the person of 
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Yim Su-kyong, who was secretly sent to the Pyongyang 
festival, and has been using her as a member of propa- 
gandists against the South, making her appear in front of 
Panmungak. 


Despite North Korea’s attitude as such, we should con- 
tinue making efforts to improve relations between the 
North and South and for reunification. Our call for such 
continued efforts is premised on the assumption that 
there could possibly be moderate pragmatist forces even 
under such a tightly-woven, uniform society as North 
Korea. 


For this reason, it is incumbent on us to counter North 
Korea’s operations against the South on the one hand 
and to make efforts to have a correct knowledge about 
North Korea on the basis of regarding North Korea as 
part of our national community and, at the same time, 
work out long-term policy on reunification on the other 
hand. In this context, the 7 July declaration is still 
effective as an indispensable condition for blazing the 
path that leads to reunification. 


Also, the follow-up measures complementary to the 7 
July declaration, which the government is expected to 
announce before or after the 15 August National Liber- 
ation Day, should be objective enough to win public 
consensus, if for no other reason than to put an end to 
indiscreet aspirations for reunification and _ reckless 
secret visits to North Korea. 


The next step to take for the purpose of putting all forms 
of debates on reunification in order is to encourage more 
profound and broader academic study of North Korea, 
capable of letting the people know about North Korea 
for all its worth and then make public its result. 


Without producing any objective data on what is going 
on inside North Korea and what kind of changes can be 
expected there in a way that can be proven, any kind of 
follow-up measures taken to complement the 7 July 
declaration can be, it is worried, regarded as nothing 
more than reiteration of the past fictitious policies on 
reunification that were full of slogans with no substance. 
A report recently published by Profr (Kagan) under the 
title of “Human Rights in North Korea” and his testi- 
mony will remain very valuable information for people 
who want to correctly know about North Korea. 


His testimony that “North Korea has built a wall of 
terror between people and it is a class society that is 
composed of 51 classes”’ is quite persuasive. Why are the 
streets in Pyongyang so quiet? “It is because,” he 
answered, “the streets that North Korean residents use 
on their way to workshops and back home are strictly 
controlled, so much so that they cannot ride bicycles as 
they please. It may be impossible to accept his report at 
its full value, but still, it is especially persuasive because 
his report is based on the testimony of nearly 100 former 
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and current North Korean government officials. It is 
regrettable that no study or report similar to this has ever 
been prepared by our own people. 


This makes it all the more necessary and urgent to begin 
Studies aimed at having objective and correct knowledge 
about North Korea, departing from the old anticom- 
munsit attitude of portraying North Korea only as “a 
strange land.” 


Also, realities of North Korea, which has no choice but 
to free itself from a controlled economic system and 
move toward opening, as well as the issue of easing the 
position of pragmatist technocrats in North Korea, 
whose elevation is required by such realities, should be 
taken into consideration as important factors in formu- 
lating reunification policy in the future. 


Before devoting ourselves to anti-system activity under 
the pretext of promoting reunification, we should devote 
ourselves to finding new ways leading to reunification in 
a cool-headed manner, instead of allwoing ourselves to 
become captives of emotion on the basis of lessons we 
have drawn from the experience we have gone through 
during the past few months—-that indiscreet but ardent 
aspirations for reunification and reckless secret visits to 
North Korea can be a stumbling block on the road to 
reunification. 


Pak Trip Leak Said To Stem From ‘Power Struggle’ 
SK1008113089 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
5 Aug 89 p 3 


[Article by reporters Yi Sang-chol and Yim Tong-myong: 
“It Stems from Power Struggle Between the Moderates 
and Hard-liners Inside the Governing Circle”’} 


[Text] By definition, secret contacts between the North 
and South can hardly be known to the public. Because of 
their serious nature, only a handful of government 
officials have access to such a secret and leaking the 
secret runs great risks accurdingly. It is widely known 
that there have been secret contacts between the North 
and South since the Fifth Republic. Also known is that 
even after the Sixth Republic was set in motion, Presi- 
dent No Tae-u explained to leaders of the three opposi- 
tion parties and asked them to understand the fact that 
these secret contacts must remain secret. 


Now, however, it has been brought to public attention 
and given rise to a big controversy. Once again this leads 
us to wonder: Why now, of all times, is the secret being 
leaked? 


Also, we are still in the dark regarding the source of this 
controversial information. 


As the nature of the affair is so complicated and there is 
no testimony or evidence to prove it 100 percent, there is 
no authentic explanation as to who has leaked it and 
why. 
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Nevertheless, inside the government and political quar- 
ters there are not a few theories in circulation that are 
limitedly plausible, ranging from one saying that it might 
be a result of domestic political engineering or an oper- 
ation launched by external forces, to an assumption that 
it may be a result of carelessness on the part of the 
officials responsible for the secret. 


Observers who assume it to be the work of domestic 
political factors regard it as a possible result of a power 
struggle within the ruling quarters. 


Needless to say, the rumor of secret contacts has, of 
course, Pak Chol-on, currently the first state minister of 
political affairs, as its hero. Not only is he the one who 
has promoted secret contacts, but also a rising star who 
has been climbing the ladder of success from the begin- 
ning of the Fifth Republic. Those who cling to this 
assumption believe that some inside the governing quar- 
ters, determined to weaken or hold him in check, have 
deliberately leaked the rumor of secret contacts. Those 
who share this view believe that the so-called TK [people 
hailing from Taegu and North Kyongsang Province] 
faction, the core force of the Fifth and Sixth Republics, 
is now being splintered into two groups, new TK and old 
TK, and the old TK group is now attacking Minister Pak, 
the central figure of the new TK group. Such people as 
Chong Ho-yong and Sin Hyon-hwak are referred to as 
the so-called old TK. 


On the contrary, some believe that the so-called KS 
[graduates of Kyonggi High School and Seoul National 
University] faction inside the ruling quarters leaked the 
rumor of secret contacts to gain supremacy over the TK 
forces. In other words, those who find this assumption to 
be plausible believe that the KS group might have been 
persuaded to leak the information to the two indepen- 
dent lawmakers, Pak Chan-chong and Yi Chol, also KS 
men, who pressed the government in a letter to answer 
whether the rumor of secret contacts with the North is 
true or groundless, on the understanding that the TK 
force has no man with sufficient stature to contend for 
the next presidency, and that the KS force can easily 
come into power if it gives a blow of a certain force to the 
TK force. Of course, those who are referred to as the SK 
group get very angry, calling it pure fiction. 


There is also a group of people who interpret it as a result 
of an internal struggle of the ruling quarters over 
northern policy. In fact, there exists inside the governing 
quarters a group of right-wing people who are concerned 
that the line followed by Minister Pak, who has pro- 
moted a soft policy toward the North, can fall into the 
trap of North Korean strategy and tactics toward the 
South. 


These people even go so far as to say publicly that North 
Korean affairs should no longer be entrusted to Minister 
Pak. 
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For this reason, there have been many cases of clashes 
and conflicts over northern policy. The conflict that 
developed between the then director of the Agency for 
National Security Planning [NSP] Pak Se-chik and then 
assistant to the president on policy matters Pak Chol-on, 
over the project of Hyundai Group’s honorary chairman 
Chong Chu-yong to jointly develop Mt Kumgang with 
North Korea, is a case in point. 


They cite the fact that the rumor of secret contacts 
between the North and South began taking a relatively 
concrete shape on around 19 July, when the NSP 
director Pak Se-chik was resigning. as proof of this 
theory. 


Though weak in plausibility, some people say that some 
dissident groups, including the National Association of 
Catholic Priests for Justice, might have encouraged ihe 
lawmakers to make public the unconfirmed information 
in order to reverse the course of development that ts 
under the influence of the security-conscious political 
situation. Lawmaker Pak Chan-chong’s being a Catholic 
is being cited as evidence. They believe that lawmaker 
Pak and people around him, who support a dissident 
candidate in the by-election in No 2 Yongdungpo elec- 
toral district, might have tried to draw public attention 
with the controversy. 


What draws our particular attention among the pre- 
sumed causes behind the leakage of the rumor is that 
some view it aS an Operation set in motion by North 
Korea, or that it is an operation launched by the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency [CIA]. 


Of these two sets of supposition, the assumption that 
North Korea is behind the operation is a bit out of place 
in that it was none other than North Korea that wanted 
to keep secret contacts between the authorities of the 
North and South off limit to public access. However, 
some of the North Korea watchers say that it is hard to 
rule out the possibility that North Korea originally 
wanted to keep these contacts secret for some internal 
reasons, but might have changed its mind about it 
recently out of consideration for its sicategy toward the 
South. Their interpretation, is that with the South 
Korean government greatly strengthening its security- 
conscious posture against «he North in the wake of visits 
to Pyongyang by Rev Mun Ik-hwan, lawmaker So 
Kyong-won, Yim Su-kyong. and Fr Mun Kyu-hyon, 
thereby slamming a brake on the North's series of luring 
South Korean personages of all walks of life into North 
Korea, part of its major strategy toward the South, North 
Korea must have found it necessary to leak the secret 
contacts as part of a strategy designed to throw the South 
Korean society into confusion with a view toward 
reversing the situation in its favor. North Korea is 
presumed to have begun leaking the secret contacts on 
the calculation that it might greatly weaken the reason 
and grounds for the South Korean Government to 
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punish people who illegally went to North Korea, 
including Rev Mun and Yim, and its justification for 
strengthening the security-conscious posture toward 
North Korea. 


In particular, if the usegation turns out to be true that 
Minister Pak, a core member of the people who hold real 
power in the Sixth Republic, had made a secret visit to 
North Korea during the Pyongyang festival, and if the 
North officially confirms the information, it will deal a 
severe blow to the No Tae-u regime’s morality and this 
might, according to the North’s calculation, provide 
North Korea with an opportunity for extracting from 
South Korea a quid pro quo, meaning a promise for 
lenient punishment for those who illegally went to North 
Korea. 


The opinion that it is an operation of the U.S. CIA is 
based on the assumption that the United States has long 
been unhappy with the way Minister Pak promoted 
northern policy, with the speed with which he handled it 
as evidence. Although in the past South Korea used to 
consult in advance with the United States about foreign 
policy, and its policy toward communist bloc countries 
in particular, Minister Pak tried to avoid consulting in 
advance with the United States as much as possible in 
the course of making secret contacts with the Soviet 
Union and North Korea, in the name of self-respect 
diplomacy, making the United States distrust and feel 
discontent about Minister Pak. 


This being the case, those who favor this opinion believe 
that the U.S. CIA, which knows about his secret contacts, 
might have coverily let out the secret in a bid to atrophy 
Minister Pak and halt the way the South Korean Gov- 
ernment promotes its northern policy. For the moment, 
however, all these views are nothing more than assump- 
tions. 


It is also hard to rule out the possibility that it is nothing 
more or less than a mere accident on the part of 
government officials in charge of security affairs. 
According to some people, an ambitious Minister Pak 
has been covertly trying to make his secret contacts felt 
from the time when he served as a special assistant to the 
president. 


Also, concerning the rumor of his visit to North Korea in 
July, those in a position to know about Minister Pak’s 
secret visit talked about it at drinking parties and this 
began spreading rapidly among people, thereby catching 
the ears of the opposition parties. Such rumors, coupled 
with the independent lawmakers’ taking issue with the 
secret contacts, have reached journalists who already 
had been vaguely informed of the secret, and they began 
printing it competitively, mixing it with what they 
already knew. This is how the story was splashed on the 
front pages and how it began growing in the course of 
spreading from word of mouth. To a certain degree, this 
assumption rings plausible. 
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If the rumor of the secret contacts between the North and 
South was let out for some purposes, who could be the 
source? 


At present, it is almost impossible to locate the person 
who is responsible for this rumor. However, there are 
facts that might serve as clues. Long before the two 
independent lawmakers brought the rumors of secret 
contacts to the public attention, a ranking official at the 
Public Prosecutor’s Office is reported to have asked a 
journalist in a roundabout way: What would people 
think if assistant Pak’s secret trip to Pyongyang is made 
public? Can this be regarded merely as a casual remark? 


After the rumors on presidential assistant Pak’s secret 
visit to North Korea were prevailing even in the stock 
markets, this reporter asked a high-ranking official con- 
cerned of the NSP about the rumors in a bid to ascer ain 
whether they were true. At that time, the NSP official 
assured me, in an indirect manner, that the rumors were 
true. 


Can we accept this merely as his good offices? In a 
nutshell, such a clarification by the aforementioned 
figures leads us to reach an opinion that the possibility of 
the ruling camp being the source of the rumors is very 


high. 


It seems that the repercussions from the currently pre- 
vailing rumors on Minister Pak’s secret visit to the 
North, though the government authorities have not yet 
admitted the report on the secret contact between the 
North and the South, will have a considerable effect not 
only on the way of and attitude toward the dialogue that 
the government will maintain with North Korea in the 
future, but also on the overall North-South relations 
themselves. 


We cannot but point out the fact that with the repercus- 
sions of the current controversial rumors on assistant 
Pak’s visit to the North as an occasion, the agreement 
between the North and the South that “secret contacts 
between them should not be open to public” has been 
virtually frustrated. This would result in giving North 
Korea the excuse that the North-South agreement has 
been broken by our side. We can foresee that this would 
also result in leading North Korea to hold the position by 
which it could inform our side of its unilateral decision 
to close the existing channel of North-South secret con- 
tacts at any time in the future. In this regard, what draws 
our attention is that the North Korean side has not yet 
expressed its official reaction to this. 


When the rumors of a secret contact between Pak 
Chol-on and Han Si-hae in Singapore prevailed in the 
country last January, the North Korean authorities 
denied this without delay. Thus, they kept step with 
South Korea. However, no one knows if the North 
Korean side would keep step with South Korea this time, 
too. 
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Now that the “secret contact” between the North and the 
South has become common knowledge, if it finds it 
beneficial to its future strategy toward South Korea to 
ascertain that the rumors on Minister Pak’s secret visit to 
North Korea are true, North Korea would definitely 
renounce the attitude of “keeping step” with South 
Korea without hesitation. 


Therefore, some observes hold that North Korea's 
silence, without expressing any reaction to these rumors, 
is probably due to its calculating possible benefits and 
losses from them. Accordingly, the possibility of closing 
the channel for secret North-South contacts rests with 
the outcome of this calcuiation by the North Korean 
side. In case this happens, North-South relations will be 
rapidly aggravated. Even though the North Korean side 
has thus far maintained step with our government, our 
government is now faced with a situation in which it 
should review its existing ways of secret contact with 
North Korea. 


According to political analysts, in addition to “the 
rumors on Minister Pak’s secret visit to Pyongyang 
during the Pyongyang festival,” the fact that the issue of 
North-South relations has been dealt with in a “secret 
room” by a handful of persons in authority, and that the 
voices criticizing the government's present way of con- 
tact in secret with North Korea have been enhanced 
among the hard-line rightist faction of the ruling camp, 
has further aggravated the current political situation. 
Therefore, the political analysts hold that the govern- 
ment will have to review again and completely change its 
present method of secret contacts with North Korea in 
the future. 


Kim Tae-chung Discusses Political Sitvation 
SK110805.2789 Seoul Television Service in Korean 
1245 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Interview with Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD) 
President Kim Tae-chung by anchorman Pak Song-pom 
from the “News Focus” Program: “Do You Have Mea- 
sures for the Political Situation?” —date and place not 
given; recorded] 


[Text] [Pak Song-pom] The political situation domi- 
nated by national security affairs, in which confrontation 
has taken place over the questioning of witnesses to 
lawmaker So Kyong-won’s secret entry into the North, 
seems to have undergone a turning point after PPD 
President Kim Tae-chung was detained for questioning. 
Of course, a source of controversies remains unsettled. 
That is: The PPD asserts that the questioning of the 
witnesses completely proved that they are innocent. 
Meanwhile, the security authorities say that they will 
continue to conduct investigations because some points 
and suspicions have remained unanswered. While put- 
ting forth the principle that the investigation will con- 
tinue, the ruling circles reject political compromise, 
while the PPD demands that the president make an 
apology and plans outdoor rallies, thus stepping up 
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offensives against the ruling circles. Politica! circles 
generally forecast that with ihe announcement of the 
investigation into lawmaker So’s incident by the prose- 
cutor’s office on 17 August as an opportunity, the 
political situation will begin to undergo a calm phase. 
This week’s ““News Focus” program will carry interviews 
with the representatives of each political party under the 
title “Do You Have Measures To Resolve the Political 
Situation?” As the first installment of our serial inier- 
view, | will interview PPD President Kim Tae-chung 
today. 


How are you, President Kim Tae-chung? 
{Kim Tae-chung] How are you? 


[Pak] We have arranged today’s interview under the title 
“Do You Have Measures for the Political Situation?” 
You are planning to hold an outdoor rally at Poramae 
Park even though you may be in a bad mood because of 
your questioning after being detained. The newspaper of 
your party says that you may make a very important 
announcement there. What will you say at the rally? 


[Kim] I will tell the people how the Agency for National 
Security Planning and the No Tae-u regime have so far 
suppressed our party and me, and how they have so far 
fabricated false stories about us. | will also tell the people 
in detail about this important and dangerous phase, in 
which the current political situation is being led to the 
era of the Fifth Republic, and will appeal to the people to 
take countermeasures to cope with this phase. I will also 
present solutions to the current political situation. As 
you well know, the reason why we will hold an outdoor 
meeting is that even though we called for convening a 
main session of the National Assembly on numerous 
occasions, no session has been convened yet; no dialogue 
between the ruling and opposition parties has been held; 
and, frankly speaking, the media have not sufficiently 
covered us. We will hold tomorrow's rally in order to 
directly tell the people the true state of affairs and to win 
their sympathy. 


[Pak] You, President Kim, were questioned by the 
security authorities on this matter. That is: Lawmaker 
So’s secret entry into the North; his meeting with Kim 
Il-song; and his receiving money. This incident greatly 
shocked us. What do you think of this incident as 
president of the party? 


[Kim] In a word, I think it is an unforgivable betrayal to 
the people and the party. Our party did not know about 
it. Because we could not forgive him for such a visit 
without notifying the party, we immediately expelled 
him from the party, and made an apology to the people. 
Keenly feeling responsibility for this incident, our party 
again makes an apology to the people. 
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[Pak] I think that one of the important issues that the 
security authorities wanted you to explain is whether or 
not you, President Kim, had a hand in nominating 
lawmaker So. You denied this. Does such contention of 
yours apply to all the other nominations? 


[Kim] I would like to say this. The security authorities 
had not known that he had had relations with North 
Korea even though he had since 1985. I think they are 
heavily responsible for this. When we nominated law- 
maker So, the government confirmed that his security 
was clear. Of course, we could not but believe it. It is very 
natural that our party invited a person who had served as 
chairman of the Catholic Farmers’ Association and 
nominated him for the elections. There was no signifi- 
cant difference in views over his nomination in the 
party. Even newspapers once reported that lawmaker 
So’s competitor in the nomination would fail to win a 
nomination because he had a problem in his attitude 
toward the ruling circles and various other problems, 
even though he was a three-time lawmaker. Therefore, if 
I had a hand in his nomination, I have no reason to 
conceal or deny it. I had resigned from the presidency, 
and I was busy formulating election strategies. I gave full 
authority for nominations to the seven-man nomination 
committee. Therefore, I only said that I did not have a 
hand in his nomination. I did not deny the point that I 
had supported lawmaker So’s nomination and that when 
I had invited him before I resigned from the president, | 
had planned to nominate him for the election. 


[Pak] Let me ask you One more question in connection 
with lawmaker So’s case. You said, while refusing to 
comply with the summons as a witness, that this case was 
designed to harm the PPD. However, you complied with 
the court warrant for forcible summons for the investi- 
gation after all. This, in a way, can be interpreted to 
mean that you have submitted to the attempt to harm the 
PPD. The public security authorities claim that they will 
continue the investigation. What is your plan to cope 
with this? 


[Kim] As for the matter of complying with the forcible 
summons, I had no choice. They forced me to comply 
with the summons. Then you may ask, ““Why did you not 
comply with it from the outset?”’ There are some reasons 
for it. First, they suspected only my involvement in 
recommending lawmaker So for the candidacy to run for 
the National Assembly. Since I had no direct involve- 
ment in it, I took the position of not complying. A 
witness is not a suspect. A witness has the obligation to 
voluntarily cooperate when he trusts the morality and 
truthfulness of the investigative authorities. When he 
cannot trust them, he has good reason not to cooperate 
voluntarily, though he may be forced later to comply by 
a court warrant for forcible summons. The investigation 
conducted by the authorities proved that there was 
nothing suspicious about me. Despite this, they forcibly 
summoned and defamed the president of the first oppo- 
sition party. This is an act unprecedented in the history 
of the world. This is self-explanatory why we did not 
cooperate at the outset. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


[Pak] Now let us shift our topic to the measure to cope 
with the current political situation. In connection with 
the issue of the current political situation, we cannot 
avoid mentioning Father Mun Kyu-hyon’s statement al 
Panmunjom. We think that Father Mun’s statement was 
a considerable shock to the people. What do you think of 
the contents of his statement, and as a Catholic, what 1s 
your view of the difference in the position between the 
Bishops’ Corps and the Catholic Priests’ Association for 
Justice [CPAJ] in connection with his statement? 


[Kim] To say the conclusion first, since the CPAJ’s 
opinion was based on its religious conscience, | think it 
is inappropriate for us to comment on it from the 
political point of view. As for Father Mun Kyu-hyon’s 
speech at Panmungak, which I myself have observed, we 
can never support it. We are totally opposed to it. We 
can never agree to this sort of act. Neither the contents of 
his speech nor the place where the speech was made was 
appropriate. We cannot approve of the attitude with 
which he made the speech. I am basically against the 
policy of the government which despite the 7 July 
declaration has been blocking free and safe North-South 
exchange between the people with good intentions: nev- 
ertheless, | am totally against the secret visit to the 
North, no matter who did it. This sort of thing does not 
help promote reunification. On the contrary, it has 
provided an excuse for those who are attempting to 
conduct public security-oriented politics, and by fright- 
ening the people, it has caused a serious setback to 
reunification. I, therefore, can never approve of it. 


[Pak] This is a question related to the previous topic as 
well. The rumor about the visit to North Korea by Pak 
Chol-on, minister of state for political affairs, is causing 
a considerable controversy in the political circles. 
Judging from your remarks when you met with reporters. 
we get an impression that you were briefed to a certain 
extent on the process of the secret contact. What briefing 
were you given 2nd what do you think is a desirable way 
to conduct North-South contacts for future North-South 
relations? 


[Kim] I have not been given any particular briefing on 
the North-South contact. When I met President No last 
year, I heard him say that the government was con- 
ducting discussions with the North using various chan- 
nels between the North and South for maintaining peace 
and other issues. I have not heard anything about the 
activities of Presidential Special Assistant Pak Chol-on. 
Although I cannot reveal the source of information here. 
it is certain that Special Assistant Pak Chol-on visited 
the North last year. I know this. However, if Special 
Assistant Pak Chol-on had been to the North secretly, 
without informing the people, at a time like this, in June, 
July, or even May this year, as reported recently, when 
the political situation was seething over the public secu- 
rity issue, the government should be blamed for its 
immoral conduct, though it may claim justification for 
the visit as an act of the state. We must question the 
morality of the present regime itself. 
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The government can send him to the North. It can 
dispatch an emissary, but in order for the government to 
conduct the issue of reunification on a suprapartisan 
basis, it should inform the people of the result to a 
certain extent, as the United States did after dispatching 
Kissinger to China, and explain the details to the presi- 
dents of the opposition parties, as is the case in foreign 
countries. 


[Pak] Let me now ask you about the issue of the color of 
parties, which is a topic in the political circles these days. 
Judging from what you have stated so far in this inter- 
view, we can understand the general color of the line of 
the PPD. But in connection with other political parties’ 
claim that your party should make clear the color of your 
party, what do you think ts the line the PPD is following? 


[Kim] Our PPD is following the middle-of-the-road 
moderate line. We support free economy—free economy 
based on justice. We endeavor to represent the interests 
of the middle class, workers, peasants, and urban popu- 
lace. The PPD intends to push ahead with reforms while 
maintaining stability. The PPD has both rightist and 
leftist middle-of-the-roaders. The PPD is not a progres- 
sive party. It 1s not a conservative party, either. When I 
was in Europe, : found the social democratic parties and 
the Christian democratic parties which were in power in 
Europe were following either the leftist or rightist mid- 
dle-of-the-road line. I think that the middle-of-the-road 
line 1s the greatest trend that leads the world politics 
today. 


I take this Opportunity to express my view. Those who 
scheme to do harm to our party mention, from time to 
time, the ideological standing of myself and our party. | 
have been examined thoroughly as to my ideological 
inclination from all angles over the last 20 years by the 
powerful public security authorities of our country. They 
thoroughly analyzed and examined me and found 
nothing wrong. They sometimes placed blame on me on 
fabricated charges but they have never been able to 
present any evidence against me. Therefore, I think that 
the ideological inclination of our party and myself, 
which the people can trust most, have been tested and 
verified enough, though compulsorily. 


[Pak] Now let me touch on the measure for the solution 
of the current political situation. The PPD declared that 
if the liquidation of the Fifth Republic legacies and the 
democratization prove unsatisfactory by the end of the 
year, the PPD will conduct a campaign to oust the 
present regime next year. However, there are people who 
think that the liquidation of the Fifth Republic legacies 
and democratization are matters which are not neces- 
sarily carried out by the government, but by the political 
ability of the ruling and opposition politicians rather 
than through the struggle outside the arena. What is your 
view about the possible negotiations between the ruling 
and opposition parities over this issue? 
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[Kim] As to this issue, our party urges President No to 
fulfill his promise. During the election campaign, Presi- 
dent No Tae-u promised that he will liquidate the Fifth 
Republic legacies of irregularities, that he will do it 
leaving no sanctuaries, that he will devote himself to 
democratization, that if the people think that he failed to 
achieve this, they will make judgment on him through an 
interim appraisal, and that if he fails to command 
support from the people, he will step down. He said, after 
he assumed office as president, that this promise he 
made during the election remains valid. 


When I met the people in public and met President No 
Tae-u after the general elections last year, | asked him to 
carry out the liquidation of the Fifth Republic legacies 
and democratization as he promised and told him that I 
would gladly cooperate with him for our country and 
people although | was persecuted much by him. In fact, 
I had rightfully cooperated with him for the period of | 
year before the public security-oriented rule was insti- 
tuted. I strongly opposed the arrest of Mr and Mrs Chon 
Tu-hwan. I do not approve of political revenge against 
anyone by subjecting him to criminal punishment. 
Therefore, | maintain that productive dialogue should be 
conducted between the ruling and opposition parties on 
the premise that President No Tae-u will faithfully fulfill 
his promise to the people. If the ruling and opposition 
parties conduct unsubstantial dialogue without the ful- 
fillment of this promise, the people will not support it. 
This will prevent the political situation from being 
stabilized, and it will not bring any genuine solution to 
the deadlock in the current poiitical situation. 


[Pak] You have said that in regard to the ruling party. 
Now let me ask you a question so that you can speak to 
the people. National economy ts in a deep recession; the 
people are worried because of the setback in law and 
order; and the issue of the teachers union is tormenting 
even the elementary, middle, and high schools. We 
receive a number of complaints from television viewers 
daily that they are afraid to watch the news. No doubt it 
is the government and the ruling party that are respon- 
sible for the management of the country’s political 
affairs. However, in view of the distribution of the 
National Assembly seats and of the key posts the oppo- 
sition parties hold in the National Assembly, we cannot 
say that the government and the ruling party are totally 
responsible. We, therefore, think that al! the political 
leaders in the country should pool their efforts together 
for this. What is your plan to cope with the current 
political situation? 


[Kim] The difficulties in the current polit.cal situation 
are ascribable to three factors. First, President No Tae-u 
and the ruling party failed to keep their promise. Second, 
the three opposition parties failed io maintain the system 
of mutual cooperation promised to the people, thereby 
losing the initiative to cope with the current political 
situation. Third, some dissident forces engaged in exces- 
sively radical acts that failed to command support from 
the people, providing the government and the ruling 
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party with an excuse for instituting public security- 
oriented politics. Therefore, in order to solve this situa- 
tion, the president and the ruling party should return to 
their original promise to the people, the fundamental 
cause of forming the Sixth Republic, the spirit of the 29 
June declaration in which they surrendered to the 
people, and fulfill the liquidation of the Fifth Republic 
legacies and democratization. Meanwhile, the opposi- 
tion parties, for their part, should uphold the trust of the 
people who gave them the majority in the National 
Assembly despite the difficult circumstances that pre- 
vailed then, and call the National Assembly into session. 
If any one party cooperates with the PPD, we can 
convene the National Assembly to discuss the state 
affairs. But opposition parties themselves are unwilling 
to convene the National Assembly. This attitude of the 
Opposition camp has caused the absence of politics today 
that resulted in the public security-oriented political 
situation. The dissident forces should learn a lesson from 
all the painful experience they have had and follow the 
sound and nonviolent road dispelling radicalism. 


Our PPD will maintain a firm position for the liquida- 
tion of the Fifth Republic legacies and democratization, 
but it will adhere to the nonviolent and peaceful struggle. 
If the ruling party maintains a right attitude and moves 
forward in the direction of keeping the aforementioned 
promise to the peopie, we will conduct dialogue with the 
ruling party and endeavor to solve the problems. Even 
among the opposition parties, the New Democratic 
Republican Party [NDRP] has changed its stance and 
abandoned the promise made by the opposition camp, 
leading us to doubt whether we can hope to cooperate 
with the NDRP as an opposition party. However, the 
Reunification Democratic Party [RDP] has shared joy 
and sorrow with us for a protracted period of time, and 
since we believe in its strong roots of an opposition 
party, we will cooperate with the RDP, if cooperation 
with both the RDP and NDRP turns out impossible, to 
overcome this difficult situation. With this cooperation, 
we will be able to overcome it. 


[Pak] Thank you, PPD President Kim Tae-chung. 


[Kim] Thank you. 


Poramae Rally Success Encourages Kim Tae-chung 
SK 1108032489 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 11 Aug 89 p 2 


[News analysis by staff reporter Kang Song-chol: PPD 
Apparently Makes Best Use of Poramae Park Rally] 


[Text] Opposition leader Kim Tae-chung has demon- 
strated his political influence by drawing hundreds of 
thousands of enthusiastic supporters to the Poramae 
Park rally Tuesday. 
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The “success” apparently helped boost the morale of 
members of Kim’s Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD], the nation’s largest opposition force, which has 
recently been on the defensive amidst controversy over a 
former party lawmaker’s secret visit to north Korea. 


Although the party denies the rally had anything to do 
with the up coming Yongdungpo by-election, it 1s gener- 
ally believed that it was designed in part to muster 
support for party candidate Yi Yong-hui. 


Now challenging President No Tae-u in a desperate 
move to turn political developments in his favor, Kim 
must have been greatly encouraged to see such a huge 
crowd wildly chanting his name. 


The ralliers who filled the spacious park in southwestern 
Seoul showed their allegiance to Kim by waving minia- 
ture yellow flags, the color of the PPD, and chanting in 
unison Kim’s and the party’s name. 


They wildly cheered Kim whenever he harshly criticized 
President No, the government, the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party [DJP] and the Agency for National Security 
Planning (NSP). 


Among them were supporters from such far away prov- 
inces as Chollanam-to, who arrived from there on char- 
tered buses. 


The rally rivaled ones during the 1987 presidential 
campaign, in the size of the crowd and the intensity of 


support. 


There is no denying that the rally has had a positive 
effect on party members and Kim's loyal followers. But 
Kim and the PPD should be aware of possible demerits 
from such massive outdoor political functions. 


AS critics point out, allegiance to Kim is largely based on 
regionalism, and in that sense such public rallies might 
further alienate him from people who do not like him. 


Such a sentiment was expressed by an official of the 
Reunification Democratic Party, who accused the PPD 
of attempting to instigate regional feelings again in a bid 
to win the Yongdungpo by-election. 


As proved in presidential and parliamentary elections, 
Kim and the PPD enjoy absolute popularity in south- 
western provinces of Chollanam-to and Chollapuk-to. 
The situation, however, is quite the contrary in other 
provinces. 


Significantly buoyed by the rally’s success, Kim and the 
PPD are expected to harden their position toward Pres- 
ident No and his ruling DJP. 


An agile politician who has weathered numerous hard- 
ships, Kim must have judged that now is the time for 
him to launch counteroffensives against the government. 
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In his speech at the rally, he called on President No to 
choose between liquidation of Fifth Republic irregulari- 
ties and a public vote of confidence in his presidency. 


He also threatened to stage struggles in and out of 
parliament to push for ‘““democratic reforms.” 


He also showed that he is beginning to see relations with 
other opposition parties and dissident circles from a new 


perspective. 


Making clear that he thinks the opposition unity has 
been shattered, he harshly criticized the other two oppo- 
sition parties, especially Kim Chong-pil’s New Demo- 
cratic Republican party. 


Stressing that his is the only party that is maintaining a 
clear-cut Opposition character, Kim said future political 
developments’ will revolve around confrontation 
between the ruling camp and the PPD. 


He also accused dissident activists of helping the ruling 
DJP by fielding their candidate in the Yongdungpo 
election, thus taking away votes from the PPD. 


He warned dissident circles against pursuing “‘ultra- 
leftist” policies characterized by violent acts and radical 
demands. 


Kim used the rally for wooing voters to cast their ballots 

for the party’s candidate in the Yongdungpo election, 

though he adroitly avoided remarks that would be con- 
sidered a violation of the election law. 


He had been warned by the Yongdungpo election man- 
agement committee not to use the rally for campaigning 
for the party’s nominee. 


Kim is attaching great significance to the by-election, 
thinking that a victory there would help change the 
political atmosphere which has been unfavorable to his 
party recently. 


In the election, he is also gauging the possibility of his 
party’s gaining control in Seoul and other key areas in 
local council elections expected for next year. 


Kim is to hold a similar political rally in Pupyong, 
Inchon, a city not far from Seoul, tomorrow. 


It remains to be seen whether Kim will continue such 
rallies after that. The decision is likely to hinge on 
political moves from the ruling camp in the days to 


come. 
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Kim Yong-sam on Purging Fifth Republic Legacy 
SK 1108031889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0301 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 1 | (QANA-YONHAP)—Political and 
social stability can be achieved in South Korea only by 
purging the government of the negative legacy of the 
Chon Tu-hwan administration, opposition leader Kim 
Yong-sam said Thursday night. 


“A purge of the misdeeds of the former government is 
almost the sole way to achieve social and political 
stability, and only after sweeping them away can a 
blueprint of the future be laid before the people,’ Kim 
said in an interview with KBS-TV. 


Kim, president of the Reunification Democratic Party, 
said it is not time to talk about realigning politics, which 
the ruling Democratic Justice Party says is needed to 
ease confrontations among the parties by replacing the 
presidential system with a parliamentary government. 


“The cooperational system among opposition parties 
deserves to be kept to conduct clean-up operations and 
to make a fresh start, but it is wrong for the opposition to 
maintain such a combined force only because it is the 
opposition,” Kim said. 


He said his party will work with any other party based 
upon the “two great pillars of democratization and 
reunification.” 


“We should discuss reunification with our faith in liberal 
democracy and the free market system and avoid radical 
and unpractical approaches,” Kim said. 


Indirectly attacking a recent outdoor rally by his leading 
rival, Kim Tae-chung, he said, ‘My party will bring all 
current political issues to the National Assembly for 
parliamentary democratic solutions.” 


The focal point of the purge is getting former presidents 
Chon Tu-hwan and Choe Kyu-ha to take the witness 
stand in the National Assembly, getting dispositions of 
key ex-government officials and passing legislation to 
compensate victims of the 1980 Kwangju uprising, in 
which 193 people were listed as officially killed. 


Political Battle Over ‘Liquidation Issue’ Analyzed 
SK 1108072489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0654 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[News analysis by Kim Chang-hoe] 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 11 (YONHAP)}—South Korean poli- 
ticians are engaging in psychological warfare in the run 
up to a fresh battle for power as the controversy over 
wrongdoings committed under former President Chon 
Tu-hwan is put back on the political front burner. 
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“The liquidation issue,” as the problem of what to do 
about Chon and his cronies is called, has been drifting 
around since it hit a deadlock in May over opposition 
demands for punishment of six key figures of the Chon 
government, lying in ambush while the furor died down 
over a series of unauthorized visits to communist North 
Korea by dissidents and an opposition lawmaker. 


As the 100-day annual regular session of the National 
Assembly is due in a month and arguments over govern- 
ment investigations into the secret visits to North Korea 
are coming to an end, both the ruling and opposition 
camps are maneuvering for the upper hand when the 
negotiations resume shortly. 


In what appears to be a tactical move aimed at dimin- 
ishing the importance of the issue and preparing the 
public for an early end to the liquidation issue, chairman 
Pak Chun-kyu and other leaders of the ruling Demo- 
cratic Justice Party (DJP), the defendants in the case, 
have repeatedly made remarks that analysts say inten- 
tionally ‘“‘sound rather high-handed and irresponsible.” 


Pak has publicly declared, ‘there is nothing left to do 
about the liquidation of the wrongdoings of the previous 
government, and the liquidation works have been effec- 
tively finished.” 


The DJP went even further, saying it is negotiating 
behind the scenes with the Reunification Democratic 
Party (RDP) and the New Democratic Republican Party 
(NDRP) on forming an alliance to engineer a break- 
through in the liquidation issue by majority rule. 


Some DJP officials said Korea’s smallest opposition 
party, the conservative NDRP, had expressed sympathy 
- for the ruling party’s “second best alternative,” which 
involves calling for Chon and his predecessor, former 
president Choe Kyu-ha, to testify before the National 
Assembly and parliamentary prosecution of key figures 
of the Chon government. 


They said the DJP also made some degree of communi- 
cation with the RDP on that second alternative. 


But Kim Tae-chung, leader of the Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD] and unsuccessful candidate for pres- 
ident in 1971 and 1987, renewed earlier this week his 
long-standing call for the resignation of senior DJP Rep. 
Chong Ho-yong as his ““minimum condition” for nego- 
tiations. 


Chong, military academy classmate of both President No 
Tae-u and Chon, has been the prime target of the 
opposition calls for punishment of Chon’s key aides for 
his role as special warfare forces commander in the 
bloody military suppression of the 1980 civil uprising in 
Kwangju, one of the crowning examples of the wrongdo- 
ings of the Chon government. 
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In a massive rally in southwestern Seoul early this week, 
Kim demanded that No choose between carrying out 
democratic reforms and liquidating the legacies of the 
Chon government by the end of this year or else holding 
a midterm appraisal of his presidency. 


Echoing Pak’s remarks, however, Chong told a group of 
DJP officials the following day that the liquidation was 
virtually finished and that he will never resign over the 
Kwangju incident. 


Calling on the DJP to take initiatives in concluding the 
liquidation issue, Chong repeated his earlier position 
that the military chain of command at that time shows 
PPD lawmaker Chong-ung, regional army division com- 
mander of Kwangju at the time of the incident, has the 
entire responsibility for the events. 


In addition to the sharp confrontation between the ruling 
DJP and the No. | opposition PPD, the two other 
Opposition parties are suggesting their own approaches 
while refusing to commit themselves to a clear position 
lest it cast a cloud over the possibility of a compromise 
by the end of the year. 


Moreover, ruling party leaders seem to have another 
trick up their sleeves, dampening the opposition’s fire by 
making sure the public is sick and tired of even hearing 
of the liquidation issue. 


“Unlike other political negotiations, it is difficult to 
strike a compromise on the liquidation issue since it is an 
historic work to redress all the contradictions accumu- 
lated under authoritarian rule,” a ranking DJP official 
said. ““We have no way but to wait until the opposition 
parties change their attitudes.” 


Corruption Alleged in Yongdungpo By-election 
SK1108064889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0636 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 11 (YONHAP)—A by-election cam- 
paign in Seoul has been blackened by charges of rampant 
corruption as all four major parties and several indepen- 
dents engage in a no-holds-barred fight. 


Despite stern warnings by the election management 
committee that they are breaking the law, the candidates 
are said to be engaging in dirty play, treating voters to 
meals and entertainment and handing out small gifts and 
even envelopes stuffed with money in desperate bids to 
secure election. 


At the same time, they are launching bitter verbal attacks 
on each other and are preparing to file complaints of 
illegal campaigning with the election committee. 
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Ironically, the Aug. 18 election in Yongdungpo B district 
in west Secul was called because the previous election 
was declared invalid—the victor from the ruling party 
was found to have given illegal gifts to voters on his way 
to the National Assembly. 


Opposition leaders Kim Tae-chung, Kim Yong-sam and 
Kim Chong-pil, along with high-level ruling party offi- 
cials, were on the streets drumming up support for their 
candidates Thursday and Friday. 


In an unusual move, Chairman Yi Hui-chang of the 
Central Election Management Committee sent letters to 
the leaders of the four major parties Friday calling for 
restraint in campaigning. 
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Yi said the campzign is becoming overheated due to the 
intervention of party headquarters and asked for coov- 
eration to ensure the election is conducted in a fair and 
clean atmosphere. 


Yi emphasized that the appearance of party heads and 
key officials in the district at this time is against the law 
on parliamentary elections. 


In a separate action, Yi ordered local and city election 
committees Thursday to take legal steps to punish illegal 
campaigning. 


The by-election is seen as a significant test of popularity 
since the district is a cross-section of Korean society and 
none of the parties has a clear regional advantage, 
making the key to victory their performance in the 
National Assembly since the general election in April last 
year. 
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BBC Says British Diplomats To Meet Aris 
BK 1008142989 London BBC World Service in Burmese 
1445 GMT 10 Aug 89 


[From “‘Current World Affairs” program ] 


[Text] Listeners: According to the news we have just 
received, the Myanma [Burma] authorities have agreed 
to allow members of the British Embassy to meet with 
Dr Michael Aris, husband of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who is living with her in Rangoon. 


The meeting is to take place on Saturday, but the venue 
of the meeting is not yet known. 


Authorities Continue To Release Prisoners 
BK1008 102589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 9 aug 89 


[Excerpts] In accordance with Order No 4/89 of the State 
Law and Order Restoration Council, dated 20 July 1989, 
seven male prisoners were released today from Insein 
Central Jail. 


Similarly, 86 male detainees and 9 female detainees were 
released from Bhamo Jail and 59 male prisoners and 8 
female prisoners were released from Ma-ubin Jail. 


To date, a total of 17,877 prisoners have been released 
from jails, prisons, lockups, work camps, and bail. 


The release of prisoners continues under Order No 4/89. 


Total of 18,721 Prisoners Released 
BK1108085289 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 10 Aug 89 


[Excerpts] In accordance with Order No 4/89 of the State 
Law and Order Restoration Council, dated 20 July 1989, 
four male prisoners were released today from Insein 
Central Jail. 


Similarly, a total of 844 prisoners, including 838 male 
and 6 female prisoners and detainees, were released from 
various jails. [passage omitted] 


To date, a total of 18,721 prisoners have been released 
from jails, prisons, lockups, work camps, and bail. 


The release of prisoners continues under Order No 4/89. 


7 Youths Charged With Mandalay Explosion 
BK1008110389 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 9 Aug 89 


[Excerpts] Seven youths implicated in connection with a 
bomb explosion in the compound of the Myanma 
[Burma] Electric Power Enterprise in Mandalay at 1900 
on 4 January 1989 and for smuggling explosives, 
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weapons, and ammunition into Mandalay after estab- 
lishing contact with underground insurgents were 
exposed and arrested between 10 and 31 July together 
with the demolition equipment, weapons, and ammuni- 
tion that they brought back from the insurgents. [passage 
omitted] 


The arrested youths are: Mahn Tun alias Tun Myint alias 
Ko Naing alias Aung Naing, tutor at the Geography 
Department of Myitkyina College, son of U Kyi Sein; 
Soe Moe Naing alias Soe Naing, son of U Maung Di of 
No 582, Myetwun Ward, East Maha Aung Mye, Man- 
dalay Southeast Township; Lay Lwin, son of U Thaung 
Shwe of No 22, Ngwe Zayanta Street, 6th Ward, South 
Okkalapa; Soe Moe Thu alias Tha Nge alias Soe Nge, son 
of U San Kyaw, No 6364, between 44th and 45th Street, 
Shanbwe Ward, Mandalay; Thein Myint alias Maung 
Thein, son of U Maung Maung of No 121, 34th Street, 
between 76th and 77th Streets, Mandalay Northeast 
Township; Win Min Aung alias Hla Hla Maung, son of U 
Chit Khin of No 89, Plot No. 254, Uyindan, East 
Pyawbwe, Mandalay Southwest Township; and Maw 
Gyi, son of U Mya Than. 


Mahn Tun, the tutor from the Geography Department of 
Myitkyina College, arrived at Mandalay University to 
take up additional duties during June 1988 and partici- 
pated in the disturbances. 


During November 1988, Mahn Tun came into contact 
with agents of the SSA [Shan State Army] insurgents and 
sent youths to the insurgents many times. On 22 Decem- 
ber, accompanied by Kyaw Soe, a Mandalay University 
Pl.ysics tutor, Soe Win alias Diamond, and Soe Moe 
Thu, he went to the SSA Central for the first time and 
brought back a hand grenade and four fuses. 


Mahn Tun made a second trip to SSA Central during 
January |989, and brought back one M-20 pistol, one 
Sten gun, and some ammunition. He made a third trip in 
March and brought back 50 explosive slabs and 10 fuses. 
[passage omitted] 


Mahn Tun sent a team headed by Soe Moe Naing to the 
KIA [Kachin Independence Army] to receive arms and 
ammunition; they received two explosive slabs and two 
hand grenades. [passage omitted] 


It was learned that Ange Lay alias Htein Lin Tun alias 
Kala Lay and Soe Moe Naing at 1900 on 4 January rode 
bicycles to the Myanma Electric Power Enterprise com- 
pound where they exploded a hand grenade. [passage 
omitted] 
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Executive Changes in Parties Announced 
BK1008112789 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 9 Aug 89 


(“Press Release No 136/89 of the Commission for 
Holding Democratic Multiparty General Elections of the 
Union of Burma, dated 9 August—the 8th day of the 
waxing moon of Wagaung, 1351 Burmese era’’] 


[Text] 1. The following changes to the list of patrons and 
Central Executive Committee members of several polit- 
ical parties registered with the commission are hereby 
made public for the benefit of the people. 


2. The commission has put on record the information 
from the People’s Democratic Party that Central Execu- 
tive Committee members U Ngwe Tun, artist Dr Ba Tin, 
and Dr. Zaw Win Lwin have been permitted to resign. 


3. The commission has put on record the information 
from the Democratic Front for National Reconstruction, 
Union of Burma, that U Mya Thein has been appointed 
patron; Daw Myint Myint of Ava has been appointed 
vice chairman; U Lu Aye, U Tun Yin, "! Sein Lone of 
Pathein, U Phone Kywe, Ma-ubin, Daw Myint Myint 
Kyi, U Maung Maung Myint, and U Hla Myint have 
been appointed as Central Executive Committee mem- 
bers; Patron Thakin Htoke Khin has been appointed vice 
chairman; Central Executive Committee members 
Yebaw Thagi and U Khin Kyaw have been appointed 
vice chairmen; Joint Secretary U Ohn Maung has been 
appointed joint general secretary-1; member of the Sec- 
retariat U Sein Maung has been appointed joint general 
secretary-2; and member of the Secretariat U Ye Myint 
of Thaton has been appointed as Central Executive 
Committee member. 


4. The commission has put on record the information 
from the Graduates and Old Students Democratic Asso- 
ciation that Vice Chairman U Mya Aye alias U Thura 
and Central Executive Committee member U Zaw Win 
Aung have been permitted to resign. 


5. The commission has put on record the information 
from the National Peace and Democracy Party that Vice 
Chairman U K. Ba Thaung and Central Executive Com- 
mittee member U Ba Pu have been permitted to resign; 
Treasurer U Tin Yu has been removed; member of the 
Secretariat U Khin Maung Yin has been appointed 
secretary-1; Central Executive Committee member Daw 
Yin Yin May has been appointed secretary-2; and U 
A.K. Tin Ngwe and U Kira Thapa alias U J. Thapa have 
been appointed vice chairmen. 


Changes in Membership of Parties 
BK1108091489 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 10 Aug 89 


(“Press Release No 137/89 of the Commission for 
Holding Multiparty General Elections of the Union of 
Myanmar, dated 10 August—the 9th day of the waxing 
moon of Wagaung, 1351 Burmese era”’] 


[Text] 1. This commission has entered on record the 
following information provided by some political parties 
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registered with this commission on changes to the list of 
patrons and members of their central executive commit- 
tees: 


A. Resignation of U Tin Myint as treasurer of the 
Democracy Party. 


B. Resignation of U Tin as patron of the Union Karen 
League. 


C. Resignation of U Shwe Kyaw as general secretary of 
the United Peace Democratic Party and appointment of 
U Maung Maung Lin, member of the Central Executive 
Committee, as general secretary; U Tun Kyu as joint 
general secretary-2; and U Thin Maung and U Soe Min 
as members of the expanded Central Executive Com- 
mittee. 


D. Resignation of Daw Hla Kyi as patron of the All 
Burma National Youth League. 


E. Resignations from the Patriotic Youth Organization 
by U Thein Aung as vice chairman-1; U Thein Htike U 
as general secretary; U Aye Paing as secretary-3; U Kyaw 
U Maung, U Myint Soe, and Daw May Tun Tun Aye as 
members of the Central Executive Committee; and 
appointments of Dr Maung Maung, joint general secre- 
tary, as vice chairman-!; U Khin Maung Myint, vice 
chairman-2, as general secretary; U Thein Tun, member 
of the Central Executive Committee, as joint general 
secretary; U Aung Cho U as secretary-3; U Phone Yaung 
U as vice chairman-2; U Khin Maung Myint of Taikkyi, 
U Myo Aung of Mandalay, U Win Myint of Wakema, U 
Soe Myint, and U Kyaw Min as members of the 
expanded Central Executive Committee. 


Arakan Students, Youths League Deregistration 
BK1008131189 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 9 Aug 89 


(“Announcement No 264 of the Commission for 
Holding Multiparty Democratic General Elections of the 
Union Of Myanmar, dated 9 August—the 8th Day of the 
Waxing Moon of Wagaung, !351 Burmese era’’] 


[Text] Subject: The League for Arakan Students and 
Youths cancels its registration as a political party. 


1. The Commission for Holding Multiparty Democratic 
General Elections of the Union of Myanmar announces 
that the League for Arakan Students and Youths, which 
has its headquarters at No 250, U Oktama Road, Yupa 
North Ward, Sittwe, Rakhine State, was permitted to 
register as a political party by the commission in accor- 
dance with Article 5A of the Political Parties Registra- 
tion Law. This was stated in Announcement No 151 
dated 30 November 1988. 


2. However, a unanimous decision was made by all the 
Central Executive Committee members of that party to 
request the cancellation of their party’s registration. 
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Hence, the Elections Commission hereby announces that 
the registration of the League for Arakan Students and 
Youths has been canceled effective 9 August 1989. 


By the authority vested in me, 


Signed: Aye Maung, secretary. 


SLORC Enacts Law on War Veterans Organization 
BK1008142389 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 10 Aug 89 


[Text] The State Law and Order Restoration Council 
[SLORC] of the Union of Myanmar has enacted SLORC 
Law No 17/89 as the Myanma [Burma] War Veterans 
Organization Law, dated 10 August 1989. 


The law has 9 chapters and 40 articles. 


Chapter | is on names and definitions; Chapter 2 deals 
with objectives and the basic program; Chapter 3 is on 
membership and termination of membership; Chapter 4 
is ON Organization; Chapter 5 covers rights and respon- 
sibilities; Chapter 6 deals with the right to engage in 
economic enterprises; Chapter 7 is on the control of 
funds and inspection of accounts; Chapter 8 is on 
prohibitions and penalties; and Chapter 9 covers the 
general provisions. 


Following is a summary of the articles by chapters 
contained in the Myanma War Veterans Organization 
Law: 


Chapter | has two articles describing the name and 
definitions of the law. 

Chapter 2 has two articles describing the objectives and 
basic programs of the Myanma War Veterans Organiza- 
tion Law, and amendments, additions, and deletions to 
the existing objectives and basic programs of the War 
Veterans Organization. 

Chapter 3 has four articles on requirements for member- 
ship and provisions for termination of membership. The 
chapter prescribes the right to membership of the War 
Veterans Organization by dependents of a member who 
enjoys pension benefits of the Defense Services pension 
when a member dies. 

Chapter 4 has 12 articles on provisions for formations of 
various levels of the War Veterans Organization, that is, 
formation and election of War Veterans Organization at 
the central and township levels. 

Chapter 5 has eight articles on rights and responsibilities 
of various levels of the War Veterans Organization. 
Chapter 6 has iwo articles on the rights to engage in 
economic enterprises of the War Veterans Organization 
at central and township levels. 

Chapter 7 has three articles on control of funds and 
inspection of accounts at various levels of the Wr 
Veterans Organization. 
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Chapter 8 has two articles describing prohibitions and 
penalties. Penalties are included to prevent the forma- 
tion of a rival organization similar to Myanma War 
Veterans Organization and activities aimed at under- 
mining the unity of war veterans. 

Chapter 9 has five articles on general provisions. It is 
prescribed that various levels of the War Veterans Orga- 
nization to be formed in accordance with the law will 
have the inherent right to goods, cash, assets and liabil- 
ities of the various levels of the existing War Veterans 
Organization. 


The full text of the Myanma War Veterans Organization 
Law will be carried in 11 August 1989 issues of the 
newspapers. 


Mon Leader Dies in Guerrilla Camp at 72 
BK1108010289 Hong Kong AFP in English 1806 GMT 
10 Aug 89 


[Text] Bangkok, Aug 10 (AFP)}—Burma’s Mon ethnic 
leader Nonla Raman has died of a heart attack at the age 
of 72 at a Mon guerrilla camp in Burma’s eastern Mon 
State bordering Thailand, a senior rebel leader told 
reporters Thursday. 


Mr. Nonla, chairman of the New Mon State Party 
(NMSP), suffered the attack Tuesday while confering 
with a group of Burmese students at a ceremony to 
commemorate last year’s student-led pro-democracy 
protest in Burma, chairman of the All Burma Students 
Democratic Front (ABSDF) Ko Htun Aung Gyaw, said. 


He died at a Mon guerrilla stronghold near Burma's 
border with Thailand, Mr. Ko Htun Aung Gyaw told 
reporters in the Thai border town of Mae Sot, 450 
kilometres (279 miles) nortwest of here. 


The anniversary, which was attended by Mon and Karen 
guerrilla leaders and a number of Burmese students in 
exile, was to commemorate last year’s August 8 student 
demonstration in Rangoon which sparked off a nation- 
wide uprising. 


Thousands of students fled Rangoon when their demon- 
stration was crushed by a military coup in September to 
join ethnic Mon and Karen rebels in camps strung out 
along Thai-Burmese border. 


The NMSP and Karen National Union (KNU) are two of 
some dozen ethnic rebel groups allied under the 
umbrella National Democratic Front (NDF) fighting the 
Rangoon government for autonomy. 


Mr. Ko Htun Aung Gyaw said funeral arrangements 
were being made to honor Mr. Nonla, and that for the 
time being, NMSP leaders would not be electing anyone 
from among themselves to fill the top party slot. 
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French Mercenary Killed With KNU Troops 
BK1108102089 Hong Kong AFP in English 1009 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Rangoon, Aug |! (AFP)}—A French mercenary 
has been killed in Burma fighting alongside ethnic rebels 
near the Thai border, the military spokesman said here 
Friday. 


The mercenary in the employ of Karen insurgents suc- 
cumbed to a shrapnel wound and died on May 10 [date 
as received] at the Komura camp, spokesman Than Tun 
said. 


(There has been fighting since April at the Komura 
camp, held by the Karens and some 450 kms (270 miles) 
northwest of Bangkok, experts in Bangkok said.) 


The Burmese spokesman identified the dead Frenchman 
as Olivier Thiriat. 


He arrived at the Thai-Burma border May 20 last year 
and had not only conducted arms and commando 
training for the Karen insurgents but also joined in the 
fighting against Burmese troops, spokesman Lieutenant 
Colonel Than Tun said. 


The death of Mr. Thiriat was revealed in a letter written 
to his parents in France by Major Than Maung, second 
in command of the Karen National Union (KNU) 101 
Battalion, Special Forces based at Komura, Lt. Col. 
Than Tun said. 


He said Mr. Thiriat had arrived at Komura camp with a 
group of trainees at the time Burmese troops were 
attacking it in strength. He was hit by shrapnel, 
according to the letter. 


The spokesman said the KNU have been engaging for- 
eign mercenaries to conduct military training. 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Rithauddeen, U.S. Admiral on Foreign Bases Issue 
BK1008120589 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1134 GMT 10 Aug 89 


[Tex.’ Kuala Lumpur, Aug 10 (OQANA-BERNAMA)}— 
The use of military facilities in Singapore by the United 
States could jeopardise ASEAN efforts in realising a zone 
of peace, freedom and neutrality (ZOPFAN) in South- 
east Asia, Defence Minister Tengku Ahmad Rithaud- 
deen said Thursday. 


Speaking to reporters after a meeting with the visiting 
commander-in-chief of the United States Command in 
the Pacific and the Indian Ocean, Admiral Huntington 
Hardisty, he said: 
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“The position of ASEAN member countries must 
remain as it is to complement the realisation of the 
ZOPFAN concept.” 


Admiral Hardisty who arrived Wednesday is leading a 
seven-member delegation on a three-day official visit 
here. 


Referring to his meeting with the U.S. commander 
earlier, Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen, who is acting for- 
eign minister, said Admiral Hardisty was told of the 
aspirations and wishes of the ASEAN member countries 
on the need to maintain the status quo of the foreign 
bases in Southeast Asia. 


**He (the admiral) appreciates and understands the aspi- 
rations of all the people of the ASEAN countries as a 
whole in that respect,” he added. 


Admiral Hardisty told the minister “there is no con- 
flicting understanding (over the issue).” 


The leases of two huge U.S. military installations in the 
Philippines—Subic Naval Bay and Clark Air Base—are 
due to expire soon. 


The minister said it was still unclear at the moment on 
the U.S. decision regarding the use of military facilities 
in Singapore. 


“The fact-finding delegation was only in Singapore to 
study the facilities there and they had not made it clear 
what they wanted to do apart from making any decision 
on it,” he said. 


Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen said “it was not necessary 
for them to make decision,” adding that U.S. military 
forces have already been getting some services in the 
island republic. 


ASEAN States Urged To Clarify Stand on Bases 
BK 1008130289 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television 
Network I in Malay 1200 GMT 10 Aug 89 


[Text] Malaysia wants ASEAN member countries to 
immediately make their respective stands on Singapore’s 
plan to allow the United States to station military 
equipment in the republic. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Datuk Dr Abdullah Fadzil Che 
Wan said the step is necessary for ASEAN to decide on 
a common stand on the plan. Malaysia has clearly stated 
its stand and views on the status of the U.S. military and 
their implication in the region. However, Singapore has 
not yet given any reaction to the Malaysian stand and 
views. 
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Vessel With SRV Stowaways Leaves for Albania 
BK 1108092389 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 11 Aug 89 


[Text] The Polish freighter ““Marian Buzcek” left Port 
Kelang for Albania with 12 Vietnamese stowaways, a 
spokesman of the Marine Department said this. The 
Immigration Department had [word indistinct] out the 
12 Vietnamese aged between 10 and 30 years to disem- 
bark after they had allegedly boarded the ship in Ho Chi 
Minh City last month. The ship’s captain discovered the 
stowaways while the vessel was approaching Malaysian 
waters. It arrived in Port Kelang on the 4th of this 
month. 


Cambodia 


UN Team Visits Stung Treng, Ratanakiri 
BK 1108080789 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT I1 Aug 89 


[Text] On 9 August, a four-member fact-finding mission 
of the Paris International Conference on Cambodia led 
by Malaysian Colonel (Anwar bin Mohammad Amin), 
accompanied by Comrade Nim Thot, vice chairman of 
the party Central Committee’s Propaganda and Educa- 
tion Commission, went to Stung Treng Province to find 
out the real situation there. 


During talks with the provincial leadership, Comrade Sika 
Bunheng, deputy secretary of the province’s party com- 
mittee and chairman of the people’s committee in Stung 
Treng Province, warmly welcomed the mission’s visit and 
told the delegation about some truths in the province, 
namely the all-round development achieved by people and 
authorities in the province and a number of objectives to 
be expanded by the province. Comrade Sika Bunheng 
stressed that in the past few years, based on an advanta- 
geous position of strength, the enemies could not infiltrate 
to control any area or base. However, as an objective in the 
future, we will strive to further expand the task of building 
the Armed Forces both quantitatively and qualitatively to 
make sure that our province will be able to fully assume the 
task of defending the locality and provincial gains to 
replace the Vietnamese volunteer army which will be soon 
repatriated. 


Replying, Colonel (Anwar bin Mohammad Amin) 
praised the great achievements scored by the people in 
Stung Treng Province. He also talked about the objective 
of the mission to gather information and learn about the 
true situation in Cambodia for the Paris international 
conference to move toward quickly and successfully 
resolving the problem. (Anwar bin Mohammad Amin) 
promised to report this real situation, particularly what 
Comrade Sika Bunheng told him, to the international 
conference. 


After staying in the province for one night, on the 
morning of 10 August, the four-member fact-finding 
team left for Ratanakiri Province. Upon arriving there, 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


the mission visited (Phsoeng) village and the town 
market in Bar Kev District and directly talked to the 
people and armed forces there. It later went to inspect 
the Cambodian-Vietnamese border. On the afternoon of 
10 August, the four-member fact-finding mission safely 
returned to Phnom Penh. 


Commentary on Achieving Political Solution 
BK 1008063589 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 9 Aug 89 


{Station commentary: “The Political Solution That Can 
or Cannot Be Achieved”’] 


[Text] Lately, public opinion in general has acclaimed and 
highly valued the goodwill of the State of Cambodia 
displayed at the Paris International Conference on Cam- 
bodia. Thanks to the skills and wisdom of the State of 
Cambodia delegation led by Council of Ministers 
Chairman Comrade Hun Sen and to the attention paid by 
a large number of delegations that fervently desired to 
quickly realize the settlement of the Cambodian problem, 
the conference achieved success in its first stage. People in 
general regard this as a historic opportunity to put an end 
to the conflict in Cambodia and an immense contribution 
to peace and stability in the region. 


However, people must not forget that the goal to be 
reached with regard to this problem depends on the 
good-willed attitude of all parties concerned and on the 
results of the previous talks, particularly the spirit of JIM 
1 and JIM 2 [first and second Jakarta informal meetings]. 


At the fifth Hun Sen-Sihanouk meeting, the roundtable 
conference between the two warring forces, and the first 
stage of the international conference on Cambodia, the 
reactionaries tried hard to distert the facts and exaggerate 
the real situation in Cambodia. They raised a hue and cry 
over the total withdrawal of Vietnamese Army volunteers 
from Cambodia by the end of September and obstinately 
and shamelessly demanded that the Government of the 
State of Cambodia be dissolved in an attempt to enable the 
Pol Pot genocidal clique to return to power. They have 
insisted on allowing the Pol Pot genocidal clique to play a 
role in the future Cambodian government. This runs 
totally counter to the aspirations of the Cambodian people 
and that of the world public opinion. 


It is generally known that the Pol Pot clique’s criminal acts 
are the root cause of the current situation in Cambodia. 
This is because, without the massacre of its own people 
and its threats to the security of the neighboring countries, 
there would not be such a situation. Moreover, public 
opinion has been firmly condemning the clique’s old and 
new crimes committed against the innocent Cambodian 
people and demanding that the clique be tried by an 
international tribunal and eliminated from mankind’s 
community. Therefore, one may ask: Can we allow the Pol 
Pot genocidal clique to return to massacre the Cambodian 
people again? Can we value the clique equally with those 
who have been struggling against genocide? 
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We have already emphasized that all resolutions that 
cannot put a permanent end to the Pol Pot genocidal 
regime are unacceptable to the Cambodian people and to 
world public opinion. World public opinion in general 
has correctly appraised the State of Cambodia’s five- 
point plan to prevent the Pol Pot genocidal regime from 
returning to power—put forth by Council of Ministers 
Chairman Comrade Hun Sen at the informal meetings in 
Jakarta—as the most effective measure. 


It is known to all that during the past more than 10 years, 
the State of Cambodia has controlled the whole of the 
country; made every effort for the happiness and har- 
mony of the Cambodian people; protected the people’s 
lives; and put forth many constructive proposals in order 
to put an end to the Cambodian people’s misery, which 
has dragged on for many years. The Cambodian people 
as well as public opinion in general have always sup- 
ported and welcomed this goodwilled stance. Therefore, 
is the shameless demand for the dissolution of Govern- 
ment of the State of Cambodia—the sole legal and 
authentic government of the Cambodian people—ac- 
ceptable? 


The Cambodian people have, all along, vehemently 
rejected such an insane demand. 


Any maneuver or attempt aimed at dissolving the Gov- 
ernment of the State of Cambodia wil! only open the way 
for the Pol Pot genocidal clique to return to power, and 
will only cause the outbreak of a civil war that cannot be 
controlled or limited. This will only hamper the concrete 
outcome of the search for a reasonable political solution 
to the Cambodian problem. 


The Cambodian people are very happy over the first 
stage of success of the Paris International Conference on 
Cambodia, and regard this as the result of the realistic 
goodwill of the State of Cambodia and the other states 
that sincerely desire to bring about this solution. How- 
ever, the Cambodian people still plainly demand that all 
internal affairs of Cambodia must be resolved by the 
Cambodian parties. Many countries have also supported 
this stance. 


We are convinced that the solution to the Cambodian 
problem has reached a decisive stage that requires all 
parties concerned to be sincere and highly responsible, 
because such a historic opportunity should not be 
allowed to slip away. 


Whether the solution to the Cambodian problem can or 
cannot be achieved depends on the realistic goodwill and 
the joint efforts for the sake of the Cambodian people’s 
vital interests, for the prevention of the Pol Pot geno- 
cidal clique from returning to power to massacre the 
Cambodian people once again, and for peace and sta- 
bility in the region. 
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Sihanouk Opposes Formation of Coalition Government 
BK 1008 163789 Hong Kong AFP in English 1626 GMT 
10 Aug 89 


[By Michel Blanchard] 


[Text] Paris, Aug 10 (AFP)}—Cambodian resistance 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk said Thursday he had 
refused an offer to form a coalition government with 
Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen but would be willing to 
keep his “administrative infra-structure”’ for a month or 
two under a peace settlement for Cambodia. 


Hun Sen had proposed during a meeting on August 2 
that Prince Sihanouk become Cambodia’s head of state, 
bringing Sihanoukists into the Phnom Penh government, 
the resistance leader said. 


Under the Phnom Penh proposal, a four-party “supreme 
council of national reconciliation” would be set up to 
prepare the way for elections. 


However “Phnom Penh would want to exclude Khieu 
Samphan’’, nominal head of the Khmer Rouge, from the 
council, appointing instead a “more acceptable” Khmer 
Rouge representative. 


Addressing reporters at his home here, Prince Sihanouk 
also said he believed “everything is deadlocked” at an 
international peace conference on Cambodia underway 
in the French capital. 


This, he added, was because of continuing disagreement 
between Hun Sen and the Khmer Rouge, one of the 
prince’s two allies in the resistance. 


Prince Sihanouk said he believed China, which supports 
the Khmer Rouge, had “changed” and is now “sincerely 
flexible’. The resistance leader met with Chinese Deputy 
Foreign Minister Liu Shuging here on Tuesday. 


“I do not think this is a tactic. It (China) wants to end the 
war,” he said, adding that Beijing had given him “carte 
blanche”’. 


As for Hun Sen’s backers, the Vietnamese, Prince Siha- 
nouk said he had met Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach in the corridors of the conference and 
they had shaken hands and had a friendly talk. 


“Mr. Thach and his Soviet counterpart were all smiles”’, 
he said, “‘and I am available to meet with them...but it is 
not up to me to ask”. 


The prince defended at length his own “compromise” 
solution, which he put forward last Friday to the confer- 
ence’s ad hoc commission on Cambodian national rec- 
onciliation. 
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Prince Sihanouk recalled that under his own plan for a 
Cambodian government, a four-party “‘collegial leader- 
ship” would rule the country and the prince would 
become president, but “without a dominant role” over 
three vice-presidents. 


Foreign affairs would be handled by the collegial leader- 
ship, while the defense, interior and information portfo- 
lios would each be handled by four ministers, one from 
each faction. 


Twelve “ordinary ministers’, three from each faction, 
would complete the Cabinet. 


Prince Sihanouk said he would go along with main- 
taining the Phnom Penh administration, and “the pro- 
gressive introduction of cadres and officials of the three 
other parties” after a month or two. 


He said he had won “the Khmer Rouge’s agreement” on 
this point. 


On elections, Prince Sihanouk said Hun Sen wanted 
voting to take place three months after the Vietnamese 
troop withdrawal, due to be completed by September 27. 
However the prince wants elections a year afterwards. 


On cuefense, Hun Sen wanted a ceasefire and freezing of 
military positions, while the Khmer Rouge wanted a 
general disarmament or reduction of the armed forces to 
10,000 men, divided into four factions. 


He again said he believed it would be impossible to 
exclude the Khmer Rouge from the peace process in the 
decade-long conflict “because there would then be nei- 
ther peace nor stability” in Cambodia. “The Khmer 
Rouge danger” would be “far less” inside a four-party 
government. 


He made a fresh appeal for an international monitoring 
panel, saying his main concern was for the independence 
of his country. 


He also said foreign companies with pre-1970 contracts 
in Cambodia and refugees living abroad would be 
allowed to return after a peace settlement were forged. 


“The laws from before March 18, 1970 are still valid”, 
but “all laws and accords approved after this date are not 
valid,” Prince Sihanouk told journalists, referring to the 
date when Marshal Lon Nol ousted Prince Sihanouk in a 
coup before being overthrown himself by the Khmer 
Rouge in 1975. 


Prince Sihanouk said the Khmer Rouge were also in 
agreement on that point. ' 


“If French companies want to return to their plantations, 
I say ok,” he told a news conference. “The accord with 
the (French) ELF company, for example, on off-shore oil 
exploitation, remains valid,” he added. 
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Prince Sihanouk said that if he were returned as head of 
state then Cambodian refugees would be allowed to 
return and reclaim their homes. He was “in agreement 
for those who wanted it, to have dual nationality and 
even vote by mail”. 


Informed sources said France, which |; co-chairing the 
commission with Indonesia, will present its own peace 
formula to the ad hoc commission early Friday. 


Discusses Return of Refugees 
AU 1008150189 Paris AFP in English 1329 GMT 
10 Aug 89 


[Text] Paris, Aug 10 (AFP)}—Foreign companies with 
pre-1970 contracts in Cambodia and refugees living 
abroad will be allowed to return to the country after a 
peace settlement has been forged, Cambodian resistance 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk said here Thursday. 


“The laws from before March 18, 1970 are still valid”, 
but “‘all laws and accords approved after this date are not 
valid,”’ Prince Sihanouk told journalists, referring to the 
date when Marshal Lon Nol ousted Prince Sihanouk in a 
coup before being overthrown himself by the Khmer 
Rouge in 1975. 


Prince Sihanouk said the Khmer Rouge, who along with 
Son Sann’s conservative Khmer People’s National Lib- 
eration Front are now his allies in the resistance, were 
also in agreement on that point. 


“If French companies want to return to their plantations, 
I say OK,” he told a news conference. “The accord with 
the (French) Elf company, for example, on off-shore oil 
exploitation, remains valid,” he added. 


Prince Sihanouk said that if he were returned as head of 
state then Cambodian refugees would be allowed to 
return and reclaim their homes. He was “in agreement 
for those who wanted it, to have dual nationality and 
even vote by mail”. 


An international conference on Cambodia, meeting in 
the French capital, is trying to work out a settlement to 
the decade-long Cambodian conflict. 


Vietnam invaded Cambodia almost 11 years ago to 
topple the Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge regime and 
install a client government in Phnom Penh. Hanoi has 
announced that it will withdraw all its forces from 
Cambodia by September 27. 
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VODK Rejects Vietnam’s Election Proposal 
BK1108084789 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 10 Aug 89 


{Station editorial: “Only When Vietnamese Troops and 
Aggressor Forces Are Withdrawn From Cambodian and 
an Independent Government, Which Is Not a Slave of 
Any Foreigner and includes All Cambodian Parties Set 
Up, Can Elections Be Held in Cambodia”’] 


[Text] Along with rejecting the establishment of a provi- 
sional four-party government headed by Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk and the effective control of the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese aggressor forces from Cam- 
bodia by the UN international control commission 
[ICC], the Hanoi Vietnamese have ordered their out- 
and-out lackey named Hun Sen to declare that they will 
hold elections in Cambodia within 3 months following 
the withdrawal of all Vietnamese troops from Cambodia 
in September this year. 


This attitude of Vietnam and its out-and-out lackeys 
clearly shows that they are not sincere in solving the 
Cambodian problem politically. The recent Paris Inter- 
national Conference on Cambodia stressed the necessity 
for a comprehensive solution to the Cambodian problem 
based on the genuine withdrawal of all Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia under proper and effective con- 
trol of the UN international control commission and the 
establishment of a provisional national reconciliation 
government headed by Samdech Norodom Sihanouk 
with all four Cambodian parties taking part on an equal 
basis. Only when these two conditions are present— 
namely when the withdrawal of all Vietnamese aggressor 
troops from Cambodia is ensured and when there is an 
independent government, which is not a slave of any 
foreigner—can the Cambodian people have the right to 
freely vote and decide their destiny themselves, and can 
Cambodia regain peace and stability. If over 200,000 
Vietnamese troops and aggressor forces continue to 
occupy Cambodia and elections held under the regime 
set up by Vietnam, can the Cambodian people enjoy the 
right to freely vote to decide their destiny themselves? 


It has been more than 10 years that the Cambodian 
people have been massacred, oppressed, and maltreated 
by the Vietnamese aggressors. People cannot even earn a 
living by working their own land, let alone have the right 
to vote to decide their destiny themselves. Therefore, the 
election announcement by Vietnam and its lackeys is a 
gross insult to the Cambodian people and international 
opinion. The Cambodian people, like the international 
community, absolutely cannot accept the deceitful elec- 
tion of Vietnam and its puppets. The Cambodian people 
and all Cambodia’s national resistance forces will con- 
tinue to unite to smash the V.ctnamese aggressors and 
dismantle their aggressive state authorities in Cambodia 
and appeal to the international community to continue 
to pressure Vietnam so that the latter encounters all 
kinds of increasing difficulties in every field until it 
agrees to solve the Cambodian problem politically in 
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accordance with Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s five- 
point peace plan by genuinely withdrawing all its 
aggressor troops and forces from Cambodia under 
careful and effective control of the UN ICC and by 
setting up a provisional four-party government under 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk’s leadership so that all 
strata of the Cambodian people of every political ten- 
dency can vote to freely decide their destiny themselves 
under the supervision of the UN ICC. 


Indonesia 


Sutrisno ‘Guarantees’ Leadership Continuity 
BK1008091589 Hong Kong AFP in English 0900 GMT 
10 Aug 89 


[Text] Jakarta, Aug 10 (AFP)}—The Indonesian Armed 
Forces (ABRI) Thursday said it would make all efforts to 
guarantee the continuity of the national leadership after 
President Suharto’s current five-year term ends in 1993. 


“ABRI will concentrate its efforts to guarantee a conti- 
nuity in the national leadership,” Armed Forces Com- 
mander General Try Sutrisno said in a report to Mr. 
Suharto on the conclusion of an annual meeting of 
military leaders. 


Gen. Try said the move would be in preparation of the 
1992 general election and the meeting of the country’s 
highest legislative body, the People’s Consultative 
Assembly (MPR), the following year. 


The official ANTARA NEWS AGENCY quoted Gen. 
Try as having told ‘the meeting Wednesday that “the 
functional appearance of ABRI’s socio-political role 
should be given priority.” 


Observers here said that Gen. Try’s statement was aimed 
at preparing the military for the possible succession of 
leadership in 1993. 


The Consultative Assembly meets every five years to 
elect a president and a vice president and set up policy 
guidelines for the next five years. 


There has been intense speculation on whether or not the 
68-year-old Mr. Suharto, a former general, would remain 
in power after 1993 following the publication of his 
autobiography this year in which he said this might be 
his last term in office. 


The military has played a dominant role im politics since 
Mr. Suharto rose to power in 1967. It sees itself as the 
vanguard of the Constitution and state ideology. Under 
a 1985 law, the state recognized ABRI’s dual function of 
playing a role in the nation’s defence and another in the 
socio-political life. 
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ABRIL is allocated 100 of the 500 seats in Parliament with 
the rest being contested among three political parties. A 
number of ABRI officers hold key posts in central and 
provincial administrations. 


The military, together with the country’s other socio- 
poiitical forces, “will continue to step up its participa- 
tion in developing a democratic political system,” Gen. 
Try said. 


ANTARA quoted Gen. Try as telling the ABRI meeting 
Wednesday that the “political temperature’’ was bound 
to rise in the run up to the 1992 general elections and the 
presidential elections the following year. 


ABRI should be able to anticipate new developments 
and detect early sources of obstacles, threats and disrup- 
tion “so that the use of troops and force could be avoided 
as far as possible,” ANTARA said. 


Daily on Alatas Reaction to Singapore Offer 
BK1008100389 Jakarta THE JAKARTA POST 
in English 8 Aug 89 p 4 


[Editorial: “New Manner of Thinking”) 


[Text] Foreign Minister Ali Alatas’ cautious response 
when asked to comment on Singapore’s willingness to 
allow the U.S. to set up some military facilities there is 
understandable. 


As a seasoned diplomat naturally he did not want to 
commit himself, consequently the Indonesian govern- 
ment, prematurely to a fixed position on an important 
issue by issuing preliminary statements without studying 
the merit of the case. 


The issue in point is not merely Singapore’s willingness 
to accommodate the presence of U.S. naval and air force 
units On its territory. As George Yeo, Singapore’s min- 
ister of state for finance and foreign affairs stated before 
the Parliament, that would not be unprecedented. 


He said that the U.S. Navy currently called there for 
bunkering and repairs and U.S. Air Force units have 
taken part in exercises with units of Singapore’s Air 
Force. 


It is the strategic considerations and the political justifi- 
cation embodied in George Yeo’s statement before the 
Singapore Parliament that need to be looked into more 
thoroughly. 


We like to mention at least two major points in that 
statement. First, Singapore’s willingness to allow the 
U.S. to set up some military facilities there would make 
it easier for the Philippines to continue hosting Amer- 
ican bases. 
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Second, Singapore’s guiding principle is to maintain the 
Status quo of having the U.S. military presence in the 
region to preserve the balance of power. 


In what appears to be a key phrase in his statement, 
Minister Yeo said: 


“At a time of considerable fluidity in the international 
environment, a sustained U.S. presence will maintain 
the balance of power in the wider region, reinforce the 
stable and peaceful regional environment, and enable the 
non-communist countries in Southeast Asia to concen- 
trate their resources on economic development.” 


On the first point, it seems that Singapore’s policy makers 
have taken Senator Raul Manglapus’ statement in a pri- 
vately sponsored seminar that took place on that island- 
republic in October 1987, one week before he was 
appointed the Philippines’ foreign secretary, too seriously. 


Manglapus, who was then chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on National Defense and Security, stated before 
that Singapore meeting that since the objective of the 
U.S. bases in his country was not so much to protect the 
Philippines, but to protect the important sea lanes in 
Southeast Asia, to act as a balance to the Soviet presence 
in Vietnam, and to provide a security shield behind 
which Southeast Asia can pursue peaceful economic 
development, ASEAN would have to assume joint polit- 
ical responsibility for the U.S. presence in this region. 


Since then, Secretarys Manglapus, especially after the 
ASEAN summit meeting in Manila on December 1987, 
has revised considerably his position on the need for 
ASEAN countries either to make a common declaration 
that the American bases in the Philippines, Clark and 
Subic, are needed for the defense of the region, or that 
ASEAN countries should also be willing to accommodate 
U.S. military units in order to share “the political 
burden.” 


Because by now it has become clear that the future of 
those bases, whatever strategic value they had in the 
past, or they might still have in the current regional 
security setting, is very much determined by the impact 
of the rising wave of nationalism in the Philippines. 


As the then U.S. Commander for the Pacific, Admiral 
Ronald Hays, said early last year, **...we cannot and will 
not maintain our forces where we are not wanted.” 


From that point of view, it is quite apparent whatever 
amount of burden sharing ASEAN countries are willing 
to shoulder—with a proper compensation package, of 
course—it will still be difficult to maintain Clark and 
Subic, and certainly in the current formats. 


The Philippines Senate Committee on National Defense 
and Security, formerly headed by Senator Manglapus, 1s 
already engaged in detailed studies to link up the phasing 
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out process of those bases with the creation of new 
economic alternatives in order to cope with the adverse 
economic effects of such a process. 


As for the premise that a sustained U.S. presence will 
maintain the balance of power in this region while 
providing a sort of shield that will enable non-com- 
munist Southeast Asian countries to concentrate their 
resources On economic development—it is either too 
simplistic in the sense that it hardly takes into consider- 
ation the unique modern political history of some coun- 
tries in this region, such as Indonesia, or even if at one 
time that premise did have some validity by now it has 
become outdated. 


Accepting such a premise now means establishing unnec- 
essary “IOUs.” 


Precisely because of the current shifting of the strategic 
landscape in East Asia, which ministr Yeo has refered to 
as “a time of considerable fluidity in the international 
environment’, mainly as the result of the changing 
East-West reiations very much dictated by the domestic 
economic constraints of the two global superpowers, 
ASEAN countries have the rare opportunity to hammer 
out a new security setting in the region with a much 
lower equilibrium of the superpowers presence. 


But such an indigenous approach in managing our regional 
security requires, to paraphrase the words spoken by the 
physicist Albert Einstein after the Hiroshima bombing, “a 
change in our manner of thinking.” 


Laos 


Paper Criticizes Singapore Base Offer 
BK 1108041089 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 11 Aug 89 


[PASASON commentary: “Singapore Pumps Water Into 
its Boat and Brings the Tiger Into its Own House’’—date 
not given] 


[Text] Foreign news sources recently reported that Sin- 
gapore has decided to allow the United States to utilize 
more military facilities, including the naval and air force 
bases, in Singapore. This decision by Singapore runs 
directly against the trend toward peaceful existence of 
the various countries in the region. It is also incompat- 
ible with the present relaxation in East-West tensions. 


Regarding this matter, the Malaysian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry has pointed out that by allowing the United 
States to increase its military facilities in the country, 
Singapore has acted contrary to the ASEAN countries’ 
plan to turn this region into a region of peace and 
neutrality. In Bangkok, the BANGKOK POST has 
reported that the increasing of U.S. military bases in 
Singapore might bring about instability in the balance of 
power in Southeast Asia. In Singapore itself, the Singa- 
pore Democratic Party—an opposition party—has also 
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noted that the decision by Singapore to provide more 
military facilities for the United States has caused Sin- 
gapore to fall into a dangerous position, saying this might 
even lead to Singapore being attacked by the opposite 
side during wartime. 


As everyone knows, in the recent past, many major 
events have taken place in Asia and throughout the 
world: Noteworthy are the activities of various countries 
to ease the tension in regions and activities to build a 
zone of peace and peaceful coexistence. The Lao Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Republic [LPDR] has favored on many 
occasions, in international conferences, the building of 
Southeast Asia into a region of peace, neutrality, friend- 
ship, and cooperation. An example of this was the 
proposal advanced by the Lao delegation at JIM | [first 
Jakarta informal meeting]. Recently, in a speech deliv- 
ered at the Paris International Conference on Cambodia, 
Phoun Sipaseut, vice chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters, minister of foreign affairs, and head of the Lao 
delegation, also asked the international community to 
respect the five principles aimed at building Southeast 
Asia into a region of genuine peace, neutrality, triend- 
ship, and cooperation. It can be said that the principles 
of the LPDR are compatible to the 1955 Bandung 
principles, the 1971 principles on building a zone of 
peace, freedom, and neutrality, otherwise known as 
ZOPFAN, the principles of the 1976 Bali treaty, the 
spirit of the UN Charter, and the objectives and princi- 
ples of the Nonaligned Movement. 


It is shown through the aforesaid factual situation that 
Singapore’s decision constitutes a serious danger to the 
various nations in the region as well as the world over, 
including the Singaporean people themselves. This 
action by Singapore can be applied to a Lao saying: 
pumping water into one’s boat or bringing a tiger into 
one’s house. 


Deputy Foreign Minister on Meeting in Thailand 
BK 1008105389 Vientiane KPL in English 0933 GMT 
10 Aug 89 


[Text] Vientiane, August 10 (KPL)—Mr. Thongloun 
Sisoulit, deputy minister for foreign affairs and vice- 
president of the Lao-Thai cooperation committee, on 
August 9, gave an interview to Lao mediamen on the 
result of the Laos and Thailand first session of the 
cooperation committees held between August 2-5 in 
Bangkok. 


The visit of the Lao delegation to Thailand, said Mr. 
Thongloun Sisoulit, was made at the invitation of Gen- 
eral Chawalit Yongchaiyut, president of the Thai-Lao 
cooperation committee, during which there was discus- 
sion to find out ways and means in the cooperation 
between the two countries on the basis of the joint 
communique signed on Nov 25, 1988 in Vientiane 
between the two governments. 
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Mr. Thongloun Sisoulit further said that at the talks 
which passed in a warm and frank atmosphere, the Lao 
side has proposed questions relating to the lifting of the 
ban on strategical goods as they are called by the Thai 
side, the reduction of the price of the transportation 
charge, the tax for import and export between the two 
countries, and other important matters such as the 
resolving of border problem, the Lao refugees and exiled 
Lao problem among others. 


He added that an agreement on the role and duties of the 
cooperation committees of the two sides is not yet signed 
at this signed in the Lao capital Vientiane, the time for 
the signing will be fixed later. [sentence as received] 


Lao Art Troupe Returns From Thailand 
BK0908 104689 Vientiane KPL in English 0911 GMT 
9 Aug 8&Y 


[Text] Vientiane, August 9 (KPL)—An art troupe of the 
Lao PDR [People’s Democratic Republic] led by Paseut 
Sisanon, deputy minister of information and culture 
arrived here from Thailand on August 7. 


The troupe made up of 18 members had given four 
performance on August 4-5 in Thailand in honour of the 
birthday anniversary of her majesty the queen of Thai- 
land. 


While there, Lao artists also had exchanged professional 
views with art troupes of China and Indonesia. 


Tobacco Lease Signed With Thai Company 
BK1108094689 Vientiane KPL in English 0910 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Vientiane, August 11 (KPL)}—A lease of the State 
Cigarette Factories No | and No 2, on August 9 was signed 
between Lao Industry and Handicraft Acting Minister 
Soulivong Dalavong and General Manager of the Thai 
Thepphawong International Company Sangwan Wong- 
wan. The lease-hold is 5 years starting from 1989. 


The lease provides that the leasee shall pay the rent, tax 
duties 30 million baht per year. In the event that the 
production exceeds 25 million packages a year, the leasee 
shall make more payment according to the categories of 
cigarattes—the high quality is 3.5 baht per package, the 
low one 1s 0.8 baht per package. 


Philippines 


Manglapus Reacts to U.S. Envoy’s Statement 
HK1108052989 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 

1] Aug 8&9 


[Text] U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines Nicholas 
Platt said that Washington has reached its limit on what 
it can pay for two military bases in the country, but it is 
still confident that they will remain in the country. Platt 
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also said that according to U.S. talks with neighboring 
Southeast Asian countries, the consensus 1s that the 
Philippines should keep the bases. 


As this devciops. Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Mang- 
lapus counicrcu in a press conference that no Southeast 
Asian nation outside of Singapore has expressed such a 
preference for the Philippine Government to retain the 
bases in the country. Manglapus did, however, indicate a 
shift in the Philippine position toward the presence of U.S. 
bases. From the previous position of keeping our options 
open often heard in recent months, he said the government 
is now ready to sound out the U.S. on the possibility of 
extending the stay of the bases. [sentence as heard] He 
quickly emphasized that this does not signify a reopening 
of talks with the United States in the near future. 


Still on Foreign Affairs Secretary Manglapus’ press con- 
ference, he also reacted to reports that the Organization 
of Islamic Conference [OIC] has rejected the organic act 
mandating autonomous Muslim Mindanao. 


In answer to reports from some quarters that some 
Muslim groups consider the government's organic act an 
act of war, Mangiapus said he talked with OIC Secretary 
General Hamid al-Gamid during his trip to Saudi Arabia 
last month and Al-Gainid reportedly expressed the hope 
of reconciliation between the government and the seces- 
sionist Moro National Liberal Front. 


Notes Malaysia’s Criticism of Singapore 
HK1108042789 Manila BUSINESS WORLD 
in English 11 Aug 89 p 12 


[By réporter Jose G. Ebro] 


[Text] Singapore’s offer to host US facilities “to make it 
easier for the Philippines to continue to host US bases,” 
was premised on an unofficial statement, Foreigr Affairs 
Secretary Raul Manglapus indicated yesterday. 


“When I made that statement in October 1986 at the 
Fletcher School (of Diplomacy, Tufts University]... on 
sharing the political burden of the bases with other 
countries of the region, I was a private citizen.” Mr. 
Manglapus said. 


“The Philippines has never officially asked for that sort 
of support,”’ Mr. Manglapus claimed. 


“The closest we came was a statement during the 
ASEAN summit in 1987 by (President) Aquino when she 
spoke of the ‘Philippine factor’ as instrumental in pro- 
viding security for the region.” 


In any case, “Singapore introduces a new reality into the 
equation which must be taken into consideration.” he 
said. 
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No ASEAN Unanimity 


Mr. Manglapus said that a recent statement from Kuala 
Lumpur’s foreign ministry, criticizing Singapore’s offer 
to host the bases as contradictory to the aims of 
ASEAN’s achieving a zone of peace, freedom and neu- 
trality (ZOPFAN), “merely shows there is no unanimity 
in Southeast Asia with regard to the US forces.” 


“This Malaysian statement even contradicts a previous 
statement by their own ministc; of defense who repeated 
the same position (as Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew on the 
Strategic role of the US bases in the Philippines),” he 
pointed out. 


To the extent that ASEAN “recognizes ZOPFAN as a 
long-term goal and foreign bases as temporary...it seems 
possible to reconcile the two,” he said. “That is compat- 
ible with our position.” 


A Thai embassy official the other day told BUSINESS 
WORLD that as far as his country was concerned, “the 
bases question is an issue for Singapore, the Philippines 
and the US to discuss between themselves.” 


Noting the absence of an explicit ASEAN position on the 
issue, Mr. Manglapus said that “it is perhaps because 
ASEAN is not trying to have a position.” 


“ASEAN has never considered the bases a fitting item 
for a formal agenda in any meeting. The members feel 
that such an item would not be constructive in strength- 
ening unity in ASEAN,” he said. 


A DFA [Department of Foreign Affairs] official believed 
the true interpretation to Malaysia’s recent pronounce- 
ment may lie somewhere in between. “They want the 
bases to stay in the Philippines but, they don’t want 
additional bases in Singapore,” he opined. 


Asked why Malaysia would adopt such a position, the 
official said it “is in their strategic interests.” 


Another speculated that these interests lie in having the 
bases here continue as a “disruptive political factor” and 
in Malaysia’s bid to “become a military power in the 
region.” 


Meanwhile, senior Indonesian officials yesterday gave 
cautious support to Singapore’s offer, as long as it was for 
maintenance facilities only. [passage omitted] 


Ramos Cautions About U.S. Bases Issue 
HK1108032789 Manila BUSINESS WORLD 
in English 11 Aug 89 p 12 


[By reporter Cris V. Paraso] 
[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos yesterday cau- 


tioned the Senate against hasty decisions on the U.S. 
military bases which might “derail efforts to develop a 
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more acceptable relationship between the U.S. and the 
Philippines on a step-by-step basis,” especially on the 
proposal to abrogate the mutual defense treaty (MDT). 


Testifying before the joint hearing of the committees on 
foreign relations and defense and nationai security, Mr. 
amos said the upper chamber should look into the 
implications of two resolutions—one urging the MDT’s 
dissolution and one demanding the removal of Camp 
John Hay Air Station and Wallace Air Station—which 
may unduly affect the incoming negotiations for the 
military bases agrement (MBA). 


He said the bases issue can be properly discussed in the 
legislative-executive bases council, adding that the exec- 
utive department would like to submit a united position 
given President Aquino’s open options policy. 


Senate Minority Floorleader Juan Ponce Enrile, author 
of the resolution urging the MDT’s abrogation, said the 
treaty has only served as “mythical security umbrella of 
the U.S.” for the country since it will never be effective 
in terms of generating real American defense support for 
the Philippines. 


He noted that military assistance in case of foreign 
aggression into Philippine territory cannot be immedi- 
ately invoked under the MDT since the U.S. President's 
decision to send troops is tied to the War Powers 
Resolution Act which mandates prior approval of the 
U.S. Congress before military assistance is given to allied 
countries, and only if U.S. troops are affected in the 
attack. 


The former defense secretary chided the MDT’s “mutual 
assistance” concept, claiming that the country has since 
been on the losing end in terms of securing definite 
assurances that the U.S. will immediately send military 
aid during external attacks. He said American compen- 
sation has always been on a “best effort” basis despite 
the Philippines’ burden, security-wise and economically, 
in maintaining the U.S. military facilities. 


Sec. Ramos said despite the absence of external threats 
that will merit involing the MDT, the agreement which 
was signed in Washington on Aug. 30, 1951 has helped 
beef up the Armed Forces’ capability to defend the 
country from external and internal aggression, especially 
in joint planning activities. 


Sen. Enrile demanded that to prove the mutual defense 
provision in the MDT, Government has to disclose to 
the Senate the contents of National Defense Plan No. | 
under the MDT which was agreed upon by the American 
and Philippine panels in the Mutual Defense Board 
(MDB). 


He recalled that when the plan was being worked out, the 
Americans “were reluctant to use their forces outside the 
metropolitan Philippines,” a vague jurisdiction over 
what the U.S. plans to protect in case of an invasion. 
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Mr. Ramos said he is not authorized to release this 
information. He said this is handled by the MDB secre- 
tariat headed by the Secretary of foreign affairs and the 
U.S. state secretary (as represented by the U.S. ambas- 
sador), who function as co-chairmen of the MDB council 
of ministers. He said the board meets at least monthly to 
discuss bilateral security plans and programs. 


However, he recalled that during his tenure as Armed 
Forces vice-chief-of-staff under former President Marcos 
in 1982, revisions were made on the defense plan, after 
which several changes were introduced by the MDB. 


Sen. Ernesto M. Maceda, author of the resolution 
seeking to transfer two U.S. facilities, said there is a need 
to fully utilize Government’s options in the military 
bases, adding that the John Hay facility in Baguio can be 
occupied by the extended program of the Philippine 
Military Academy and other defense colleges of the AFP. 


He also urged the “full utilization” of the Philippine 
command in Clark Air Base, saying that some squadrons 
of the Air Force may be transferred to this unit. 


Sen. Leticia Ramos-Shahani, chair-person of the foreign 
relations committee, said although they are being sepa- 
rated technically, the MDT and MBA are “interlinked,” 
given the U.S. concern in protecting its interest in the 
country in the region. 


Under the Constitution, the MBA will expire on Sep- 
tember 1991 and will be subject to renewal only after 
being ratified in a new treaty by the Philippine and U.S. 
Senates. 


Laurel Favors Bases Phaseout in 5-10 Years 
HK1108082189 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 0400 GMT 11 Aug 89 


[Text] Vice President Salvador Laurel is in favor of 
phasing out the U.S. military bases in the country within 
5 to 10 years. In a radio interview this morning, the vice 
president said a foreign base in a host country should 
never be permitted to stay permanently. 


[Begin Laurel recording in Tagalog] The opposition, or 
the Nationalist Party wants the bases to be phased out 
within 5 to 10 years. A foreign base cannot stay perma- 
nently, or indefinitely in a host country. [end recording] 


Salonga on Senate Approval of Any Bases Decision 
HK1108081589 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 0400 GMT 11 Aug 89 


[Text] Senate President Jovito Salonga says the Senate 
will have the last say on the continued presence of 
American military bases in the country after 1991. The 
full report from correspondent Jojo Ismael: 
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[Begin recording] [Ismael] This was according to Senate 
President Jovito Salonga. Senate President Salonga said 
that the Constitution provides that any treaty and/or 
agreement entered into by the Philippine Government 
with any foreign and/or international body, organiza- 
tion, association, government, or country needs at least a 
two-thirds favorable concurring vote in the Senate. In an 
interview, Salonga told the PBS [Philippine Broad- 
casting Service] News that even the proposed extension 
of the stay of these American bases needs to pass through 
the Senate. He also indicated the need for the govern- 
ment to preempt any move to phase out the bases. 


[Salonga] [Words indistinct] and within that period of 
[word indistinct] we should be able to take advantage of 
that resolution and the alternative use of the bases, so 
that there will be no dislocation. [end recording] 


Senator on Foreign States Access to Bases 
HK 1108043989 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 11 Aug 89 pp 1, 6 


[By Jim Gomez] 


[Excerpts] Sen Santanina Rasul yesterday asked the 
Senate committees on national defense and foreign rela- 
tions to find out why the United States has allowed other 
countries to use its military facilities in the Philippines. 


US Ambassador Nicholas Platt confirmed in a nation- 
wide radio broadcast that other countries have been 
using US facilities, particularly Clark air base in Pam- 
panga, but with the permission of the Philippine govern- 
ment. [passage omitted] 


A report last year showed that at least three countries— 
Singapore, Thailand and Australia—either used the 
bases or maintained contingents in there, said Rasul, the 
vice chairperson of the Senate defense committee. 


Other countries land their jets at Clark apparently 
without Philippine permission, said Rasul who is a 
lieutenant colonel in the reserve ranks of the AFP 
{Armed Forces of the Philippines]. 


“This must be looked into, its implications to our laws, 
Our security, our sovereignty, she said. 


Rasul has filed a resolution to compel the US base 
authorities to issue an official statement on what laws or 
agreements they are invoking in granting other govern- 
ments access to the bases. 


If these are illegal, Rasul said, these governments must 
be made to pay rent like Washington or altogether 
banned from using the facilities. 


FBIS-EAS-89-154 
11 August 1989 


Local Government Secretary To Go on Leave 
HK1108023589 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 11 Aug 89 p 8 


[By staff writer Luis Logarta with a report from P. 
Balcena] 


[Text] Local Government Secretary Luis Santos will be 
asked to go on leave pending formal charges against him 
in court, President Aquino said yesterday. 


Mrs. Aquino made the statement when asked by 
newsmen to comment on the recommendation of the 
Senate blue-ribbon committee to the Office of the 
Ombudsman to prosecute Santos for allegedly receiving 
double compensation. 


Also yesterday, Ombudsman Conrado Vasquez vowed to 
“act appropriately” on the recommendation of the blue- 
ribbon committee. At the same time, he said that Santos 
is being investigated for another graft case filed with his 
office. But he would not disclose details about the nature 
of the case and the identity of the complainant, except to 
say that it involved P [peso] 10 million worth of missing 
checks. 


But Santos, reiterating his earlier statement, insisted that 
Mrs. Aquino had already cleared him of any wrongdoing 
after Malacanang conducted its own investigation of the 
same charges for which the Seante blue-ribbon com- 
mittee recommended prosecution. 


The Senate blue-ribbon committee recommended on 
Tuesday the filing of criminal charges against Santos for 
allegedly violating the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices 
Act when he collected P170,620 in honorariums and 
P104,000 in reimbursements in 1988, aside from his 
salary as local government secretary, and for issuing to 
unauthorized persons 20 Mitsubishi Pajeros his depart- 
ment bought in 1985 for the use of project managers and 
consultants on road projects. 


Ocampo, Wife To Face Murder Charges 
HK1108021389 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 10 Aug 89 


[Text] Captured rebel leaders Satur Ocampo and his wife 
Carolina Malay will be tried for murder for their alleged 
involvement in mass executions. The couple, both 
leaders in the Communist Party of the Philippines, have 
been charged in Lucena City for their involvement in the 
mass purge of the communist guerrilla movement, which 
claimed the lives of more than 50 people. 


Military lawyers, however, said that they will ask the 
Supreme Court to authorize transfer of the venue of the 
trial from Lucena City to the capital for security reasons. 
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Communists Still Open to Talks With Government 
HK1108081789 Hong Kong AFP in English 0255 GMT 
11 Aug 89 


[Text] Manila, Aug 11 (AFP)}—Philippines communist 
insurgents are still open to talks with the government 
despite the recent arrest of their peace negotiators, an 
exiled rebel leader said in an interview published here 
Friday. 


Luis Jalandoni of the National Democratic Front (NDF) 
said from his exile home at Utrecht in the Netherlands 
that ‘‘we are prepared to talk anytime” with representa- 
tives of President Corazon Aquino. 


He also clarified that their demand for Mrs Aquino to 
declare that U.S. military bases in the Philippines will go 
after 1991 was not a precondition for launching peace 
talks, but only for a unilateral ceasefire by the rebels. 


“It was not a precondition for the opening of informal 
talks, which could later pave the way for formal peace 
talks leading to a general ceasefire, and perhaps an 
overall settlement of the conflict, based on solving the 
Filipino people’s fundamental problems,” he told PHIL- 
IPPINE NEWS AND FEATURES, a Manila-based news 
agency. 


Mr Jalandoni, a former Roman Catholic priest, heads 
the international operations of the NDF, the political 
arm of the banned Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) and its New People’s Army (NPA). 


He said the July 27 arrest of Satur Ocampo and his wife, 
Carolina Malay, who represented the NDF in failed 
peace talks with the Aquino government in 1987, two 
weeks ago was unfortunate but would not derail the 
revolutionary movement. 


Mr Jalandoni said the couple were in Manila “precisely 
to pursue the NDF’s peace initiative.” 


Officials say the arrest of the couple and other ranking 
rebels, a bloody internal purge within the CPP-NPA, and 
military offensives in insurgent strongholds had forced 
the rebels to seek fresh peace talks. 


Mrs Aquino has asked the rebels to present a formal 
proposal before any talks can begin. Military officials 
also insist that they must lay down their arms before a 
political settlement of the 20-year-old conflict can be 
negotiated. 


Moro Front’s Nur Misauri Interviewed 
PM0308114689 Jeddah ‘UKAZ in Arabic 31 Jul 89 p 5 


[Interview with Moro National Liberation Front leader 
Nur Misauri by Badr al-Ghanimi in Jeddah; date not 
given] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] [Al-Ghanimi] Could you 
tell us about the conditions of Muslims in the Philip- 
pines? 
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[Misauri] Muslims in the Philippines are living under 
difficult economic conditions and suffering harsh pres- 
sures from the Philippine Government to stop their 
demands for autonomy. This is why some of them 
sometimes submit to these pressures and other times 
continue the the legitimate struggle for their just cause. 


[Al-Ghanimi] What stage has been reached in the nego- 
tiations on autonomy between you and President 
Aquino’s regime? 


[Misauri] The Aquino government is not responding to 
all the appeals, refuses to come to an understanding with 
us, and still refuses to recognize us as another party in 
the talks on autonomy. For our part, we announced a 
cease-fire in order to open the door to dialogue with the 
ruling regime. But it rejects all initiatives and insists on 
dealing with us with in its own way, namely, by hitting at 
Our positions in the South, using various violent 
methods, thus forcing us to return to the struggle. 


{[Al-Ghanimi] What about the commitment to imple- 
ment the provisions of the 1985 Tripoli Agreement? 


[Misauri] The Philippine Government is not serious 
about reaching a solution through us or through the 
Islamic Conference Organization [ICO], which is why we 
see it working to distance itself from that agreement. 


{[Al-Ghanimi] There have recently been reports of dis- 
putes and splits within the front’s ranks. The reports 
highlight Salamat Hashim’s distancing from you. To 
what extent do you believe such divisions will affect your 
negotiating position with respect to the Aquino regime? 


[Misauri] True, I admit that there are fundamental 
disputes with Salamat Hashim. I also admit that his split 
from the front has weakened us. We have lost him and 
lost the region belonging to him, namely, Cotabato 
Province, which has a population of some 2 million and 
is dominated by Muslims in terms of both numbers and 
power. In short, the beneficiary from that split is the 
Philippine Government and the losers are Islam and 
Muslims. 


[Al-Ghanimi] Do you believe that you and Salamat 
Hashim are at a crossroads and cannot agree on the same 
objective? 


[Misauri] The reason for the differing stances between 
Moro and Salamat Hashim is his position toward the 
government, especially since he started to appease and 
reach agreements with it. No observer of Philippine 
Muslims’s problems is unaware that President Aquino’s 
brother played a part in causing Salamat Hashim to 
distance himself and in splitting the Muslims’ ranks. 


Be that as it may, our doors are open to dialogue with 
Salamat Hashim and we are optimistic that we will be 
united again. [passage omitted] 
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Reportedly Rejects Autonomy Law 
HK1108043389 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 11 Aug 89 p 20 


[Text] Chairman Nur Misuari of the Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) has rejected the Organic Law 
for Muslim Mindanao and sought its amendment to 
include provisions on foreign relations and fiscal and 
monetary matters. 


This was revealed by Sheik Ustadz Abdulkarim M. 
Ladjamatli, chairman and organizer of the Autonomous 
Muslim Mindanao Movement (AMMM) who arrived 
with three other AMMM officers from Jeddah yesterday. 


The sheik said that Misuari urged the Bangsamoro and 
“our Christian brothers in Mindanao” to reject the 
Organic act and to press for the postponement of the 
plebiscite in November and the elections in February to 
give time for Congress to amend the law. 


The silence of the organic act on foreign affairs and fiscal 
and monetary matters strips the law of sincerity in 
granting autonomy because these are inherent powers of 
government, Misuari reportedly said. 


Thailand 


Minister Calls for Isolation of Cigarette Issue 
BK1108083689 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
1] Aug 89 p 13 


[By Mukdawan Sakbun and Chirawat Krongkaeo] 


[Excerpts] Public Health Minister Chuan Likphai yes- 
terday called for the United States to isolate the issue of 
Cigarette imports from trade, and warned that if the US 
insisted on forcing open the Thai cigarette market, 
Thai-US relations might be affected. 


His plea was made to a 1 5-member US delegation, led by 
Congressman Robert A. Roe, chairman of the House 
Committee on Science, Space and Technology, currently 
visiting Thailand to promote bilateral relations in sci- 
ence and technology. Six other Congressmen—Ron 
Packard, James H. Scheuer, William J. Hughes, Norman 
Y. Mineta, Harold L. Volkmer and Dave McCurdy—are 
also on the mission. 


Chuan asked the US Congressmen to help Thailand 
pressure the Congress into isolating the question of 
market access to US cigarettes from trade, arguing that 
cigarette, a product which poses hazards, is closely 
linked to the public health issue. The Thai government, 
like the US government, is supporting an anti-smoking 
campaign to reduce cigarette consumption, and if the 
import of US cigarettes was allowed, it would amount to 
reversing the entire policy, he added. 
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Chuan’s statement reflected the Public Health Ministry's |The Thai anti-smoking campaign project will discuss 

long-standing opposition to foreign cigarette imports ways to revise the current law governing cigarette adver- 

and came at the height of the debate on the US Section _tisement, which he said is ridden with loopholes, the 

301 pressure on Thailand to liberalize its cigarette man- —_ permanent secretary said. He said anti-smoking activists 

ufacture and distribution. [passage omitted] will study Norway’s law prohibiting cigarette advertise- 
ments (one of the most comprehensive law of its kind in 

Some US congressmen asked what was the reason for __ the world) and use it as a guideline in drafting a proposed 

Thailand maintaining several cigarete manufacturing revision of the similar law in Thailand. 

facilities while claiming that it is campaigning for the 

public to reduce cigarette consumption, to which Surin At present, foreign cigarette producers continue to 

Phitsuwan, a Democrat MP from Nakhon Si Thamma- __ exploit the loopholes in Thai law by using implicit 

rat, replied that it is impossible to prevent this addictive advertisement tactics, he said. 

drug, which exists in every society. Surin added that the 

government’s anti-smoking campaign so far has been Dr Prakit Wathisathokkit, director of the anti-smoking 

very effective in reducing the smoking rate. campaign project, said the project will propose to the 
Finance Ministry that higher taxes on both foreign and 

Speaking to reporters, Surin confirmed that some 50 US __locally-produced cigarettes be imposed in order to sup- 

congressmen and senators, led by Congressman Chester __ port the anti-smoking campaign. 

Atkins of Massachusetts, are in the process of intro- 

ducing a bill to separate the issue of cigarettes from The director reasoned that higher taxes will result in the 


Section 301 of the US trade law. [passage omitted] rise in prices of cigarettes and thus force smokers to 
reduce their consumption or quit the unhealthy habit 
altogether. 

Continued Ban on Foreign Cigarettes Urged 

BK1008102989 Bangkok THE NATION in English In addition, the tax increase on foreign cigarettes is also 

10 Aug 89 Afternoon Edition p 1 aimed at reducing the competitiveness of foreign ciga- 


rettes in the eventuality that the Thai government is 
forced to buckle under US pressure. The Finance Min- 
istry has set taxes on foreign cigarettes but it has never 
been enacted because the government banned the import 
of foreign cigarettes several years ago. 


[Text] Anti-smoking activists this morning urged the 
government to continue its ban of foreign cigarettes from 
the Thai market and to adopt stringent measures, 
including imposition of higher taxes on foreign and local 
Cigarettes and to do away with all forms of cigarette 


advertisements. Further Comments on Drug Trafficking Query 
BK 1008093789 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
The anti-smoking advocates said the government’s resis- 7 Aug 89 pp I, 2 
tance to the United States attempt to force open the Thai 
market for its cigarettes is vital to the country’s anti- [Text] On 6 August morning, a MATICHON reporter 
smoking campaign. inquired at the home of Police Major General Wet 
Phetborom, assistant police inspector general; the Police 
Deputy Public Health Permanent Secretary Hathai Chi- Department has set up a committee to consider disci- 


tanon, who is secretary of the Thai anti-smoking cam- __ plinary action over the U.S. warrant for Maj Gen Wet’s 
paign project, said the government should continue to —_ arrest on alleged involvement in heroin trafficking. 
resist the United States pressure on the cigarette issue | Sudarat, Wet’s wife, informed the reporter that Wet had 
because the number of smokers in the country would rise = gone to Si Bunruang Temple for merit-making. 
dramatically once foreign cigarettes were allowed into 
the Thai market. Sudarat said: ‘He took the children and young relatives 
with him to release some birds and fish to calm himself.” 
“We should realize that the American tobacco producers 
are very effective in their marketing strategies, particu- Being a weekend, the committee, headed by Deputy 
larly in advertising,” Dr Hathai said. Police Director Gen Wasit Detkunchon, will not ques- 
tion any witnesses. It will begin questioning officials of 
The number of smokers in Japan, South Korea and the police antinarcotics units on 7 August. Wet will be 
Taiwan has risen enormously after they bowed to United questioned later. 
States pressure in allowing American cigarettes into their 
markets. Police Major General Kowit Phuphanit, chief of the 
Police Antinarcotics Center, said he knew nothing about 
For example, American tobacco producers spent 10 the allegation against Maj Gen Wet because he came to 
times more money in advertising in Japan before the ban the center in 1987. The U.S. charges against Wet con- 
on foreign cigarettes was lifted and this caused the _ cerned his alleged involvement during 1984-85. Kowit 
number of Japanese female smokers to rise by 400 said he has detected no narcotics-related activities by 
percent within a few years, according to Hathai. Wet since he became the center's chief. 
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Kowit said the major narcotics manufacturing sites are 
in Burma and Laos, not in Thailand as a result of 
vigorous Thai suppression. However, Kowit does not 
deny that Thailand is a main transit route for narcotics, 
particularly as the airports and sea ports are in the 
central region. 


A police source says in addition to Wet, several officials 
have been blacklisted by the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration [DEA] from entry into the United States 
for alleged involvement in narcotics trafficking but the 
agency does not have enough evidence to prosecute 
them. The blacklist also contains names of people in 
Other sectors, including a well-known female movie 
actress and model who used to travel to the United 
States quite often. The DEA believed she and her boy- 
friend were traffickers. 


Sitthi on Joining Ad Hoc Committee on Cambodia 
BK1108073689 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
11 Aug 89 pp 1,3 


[Report by Athavibul Srisoworanant and Yindee Lertch- 
aroenchok] 


[Text] Thailand yesterday agreed to join an ad hoc 
committee set up by the Paris International Conference 
to tackle the tough issue of powersharing between rival 
Cambodian factions at the request of its cochairmen, 
informed sources said yesterday. 


The sources said France and Indonesia Wednesday pro- 
posed that all ASEAN members, the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council, Vietnam and Laos 
be invited to join the working committee which the two 
countries are co-chairing. 


The move was aimed at breaking the stalemate that has 
plagued the committee since the very beginning, said the 
sources who added that the other three committees 
formed by the ministerial conference late last month 
have, on the contrary, made steady progress. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila confirmed that 
ASEAN and the five permanent members of the UN 
Security Council—the United States, China, Britain and 
the Soviet Union (the other is France) were invited on 
Wednesday to join the ad hoc committee working on 
proposals to achieve national reconciliation between the 
warring Cambodian factions. 


Pro-Hanoi Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen had earlier 
rejected top Cambodia resistance leader Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk’s Friday proposal for a power- 
sharing arrangement that will involve all three resistance 
factions, including the Khmer Reouge and the force loyal 
to former premier Son Sann and the Phnom Penh 
government. 
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At the meeting of the ad hoc committee, the prince 
proposed that he take over as president of a provisional 
authority with three vice presidents—Hun Sen, Son 
Sann and Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Samphan. 


The prince also proposed that he helm the foreign 
ministry of the interim authority while the defence, 
interior and information offices be éach shared by four 
ministers from the four factions. 


Sitthi said Thailand has already informed France, which 
co-chaired both the ad hoc committee and the ministe- 
rial peace conference with Indonesia, that its represen- 
tatives to the Paris conference would start attending the 
ad hoc committee meetings as of today. 


He added that ASEAN countries, especially Thailand, 
were invited because of their links with the four parties 
and that Thailand could make contributions to the 
committee’s progress. 


The minister said he was regularly informed of progress 
made by the three other committees assigned by the first 
Paris ministerial conference almost two weeks ago to 
formulate three aspects of a peace plan—an Interna- 
tional Control Mechanism (ICM) to supervise Viet- 
namese troop pullout, a ceasefire and implementation of 
a political settlement; guarantee of Cambodia’s indepen- 
dence; and reconstruction of Cambodia and repatriation 
of Cambodian refugees from Thailand. 


“Only the ad hoc committee on national reconciliation 
has not made any headway so far,” he said. 


Sitthi was still optimistic over the prospect of a compre- 
hensive settlement of the 11-year-old Cambodian con- 
flict and expected all the 19 participating countries and 
Cambodian factions to contribute to that end. 


He said all participants should be conscious of their 
responsibilities to break the stalemate. 


“With the help of the superpowers, I think an agreement 
could be finally concluded.” 


Sitthi also added that the Un fact-finding team, which 1s 
currently touring Cambodia, will Tuesday meet military 
and civilian leaders of the three Cambodian resistance 
groups in Bangkok. 


The UN team will make a courtesy call on Sitthi Monday 
afternoon upon their return from Cambodia and later 
discuss with Deputy Supreme Commander Gen Phat 
Akkhanibut the technical aspects of its mission along the 
Thai-Cambodian border. 


Informed sources said Thailand would also urge the 
survey team to take a trip to a resistance-held territory 
inside Cambodia and hold talks with some resistance 
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leaders at their strongholds. The team has requested to 
visit only encampments of displaced Cambodians along 
the Thai-Cambodian border. 


Assistance to UN Fact-Finding Mission 
BK1108075989 Bangkok TNA in English 0509 GMT 
11 Aug 89 


{Text} Bangkok, Aug. 11 (OANA-TNA)—The United 
Nations fact-finding mission, which is currently touring 
Cambodia, will Tuesday meet military and civilian 
leaders of the three Cambodian resistance group here, 
Thai Foreign Minister ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi 
Sawetsila said here. 


ACM Sitthi told reporters that Thailand will serve as a 
coordinator to a meeting between the mission and 
authorities of the three Cambodian factions here so that 
the mission can get more useful information instead of 
travelling to all refugee camps. 


In regard to the issue of Thai-Kampuchean border, ACM 
Sitthi said, the mission, who arrived here on Monday 
from their tour of Cambodia and Vietnam, will meet 
him Monday afternoon. After that they will talk to senior 
Thai military officers on the technical aspects of the 
mission along the Thai-Cambodian border. 


He said Thailand will provide information and maps of 
areas necesssry to be surveyed by the mission within the 
resticted time. 


The minister said that Thailand will suggest the fact- 
finding team visit parts of Vietnam and Laos bordering 
Kampuchea for land survey so that the international 
control mechanism (ICM) could oversee the weapon 
transportation and monitor should there be any intefer- 
ence by foreign countries. In addition, the team will visit 
Thai-Kampuchean border at the Poi Per point because 
this area might be used for the deploymet and transpor- 
tation of ICM to Kampuchea and for the refugee repa- 
triation in the near future. 


Opposition to Mission Touring Camps 
BK1108045589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
11 Aug 89 p 1 


[Text] Thailand does not think it is necessary for the 
United Nations fact-finding mission to visit Cambodian 
refugee camps along the border because it is not within 
their mandate to do so, highly-placed sources told the 
BANGKOK POST yesterday. 


The team’s request to visit the camps will be discussed 
on Monday when they return to Bangkok from their tour 
of Cambodia and Vietnam and meet Foreign Minister 
Sitthi Sawetsila and senior military officers. 


The sources said Thailand regards a tour of the refugee 
camp as putting the wrong emphasis on the team’s main 
objective, and outside its mandate. 
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The team’s main objective is to gather technical infor- 
mation relevant to the work of the International Confer- 
ence’s First Committee which deals with ceasefire plans 
and creation and operation of an international control 
mechanism, sources said. 


The International Conference has assigned the Third 
Committee to handle the repatriation of refugees. 


The sources also cited time constraints as a reason why a 
tour of the camps may not be possible. The UN team has 
to return to Paris by August 20 to file its report to the 
First Committee. 


Maj Gen Amphon Chuthaphutthi, the Thai liaison 
officer for the UN team, said there is no reason why the 
team should visit the camps which are civilian and 
supervised by the UN. 


Their main assignment is fact-finding in Cambodia, he 
said. 


On its arrival last Sunday, the UN team asked to visit the 
Site 2, Site B, Site K and Site 8 camps which house 
civilians of the three Cambodian resistance factions. 


Maj Gen Amphon said the programme for the team’s 
visit to the Thai-Cambodian border is yet to be finalised. 


The team proposed a tentative programme to visit Site B 
and O’Trao next Tuesday, Site 2 and Site 8 on Wednes- 
day, and Site K and Ban Sok Sann on Thursday. 


While Thailand does not think it is necessary for the 
team to visit the camps, officials may organise a visit to 
the Site 8 Khmer Reouge camp—which was shelled 
recently—to illustrate problems caused by the fighting. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday that 
should the visit to refugee camps be arranged for the UN 
team, they will not play the role of “camp inspectors” 
but would see what is useful and relevant to their 
mission. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshall] Sitthi added that Thailand 
will coordinate a meeting between the mission and 
available authorities of the three Cambodian factions in 
Bangkok. 


The minister said the team should also visit parts of 
Laos, Vietnam and Thailand that border Cambodia to 
ensure the effective supervision of the Vietnamese with- 
drawal and cessation of arms supply. 


Meanwhile, the UN-recognised Coalition Government 
of Democratic Kampuchea, comprising the three resis- 
tance factions, proposed that the UN mission meet them 
inside Cambodian territory to affirm their status as the 
legitimate government of Cambodia, according to one 
source. 
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Cabinet Approves Accord on Cooperation With Laos 
BK0908122589 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Aug 89 Afternoon Edition p 3 


[Text] The Cabinet yesterday approved the draft of an 
agreement to promote cooperation between Thailand 
and Laos. 


The agreement was originally scheduled to be formally 
signed by Thailand and Laos during the visit here last 
week of Laotian armed forces chief Gen Sisavat 
Keobounphan. The signing was postponed because the 
Cabinet had yet to approve it. 


Gen Phat Akkhanitbut, a deputy supreme commander, 
said the signing of the agreement will be held in Vien- 
tiane when Acting Supreme Commander Gen Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut visit Laos next month. 


Oppositon Leader ‘Scoffs’ at Chatchai Speech 
BK1108031689 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
1] Aug 89 p 4 


[Text] An Opposition leader, scoffing at Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan’s Wednesday speech marking his 
government’s first anniversary, said yesterday that the 
premier must be a “very tolerant person,” because “‘to 
him, nothing matters”. 


Prachakorn Thai Party leader Samak Suntharawet was 
referring to the prime minister’s statement in his speech 
that he had been taught by his father to be honest and 
patient. 


“He is patient to the point of having no responsibility,” 
Samak said, calling Chatchai “indifferent” to charges of 
large-scale corruption in the government. 


These charges, highlighted by acting Supreme Com- 
mander Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut, sparked a contro- 
versy early this week when Chatchai’s adviser M.R. 
Sukhumphan Boriphat rose up to defend the government 
and told Chawalit to “clean his house” first. Sukhum- 
phan quit his post on Tuesday after 600 military officers 
rallied to call for his resignation. 


Samak, commenting on what he implied was Chatchai’s 
lack of action during the controversy, said of the prime 
minister: ““What a calm guy!” 


The Sukhumphan affair under-scored skepticism about 
claims by the military and the government that their 
relations were excellent, and that soldiers are staying 
away from politics. 


During a party for the anniversary Wednesday night, 
Chatchai sang and joked with Chawalit, who hugged the 
prime minister’s wife, Khunying Bunruan. Many top 
military leaders also joined the party. 
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Samak said the premier and his wife showed their talent 
as “great actors” during the party. ““They should receive 
‘political awards’,”’ he said. 


Samak, the opposition’s leader in the current political 
situation, commented that Chatchai and Chawalit 
“should have sat down and talked at the army hall, 
instead of standing with glasses in their hands talking to 
reporters.” 


Comments on Government Stability 
BK0708154589 Bangkok Army Television Channel 5 
in Thai 1300 GMT 6 Aug 89 


[Interview with Samak Suntharawet, leader of 
Prachakon Thai Party, by unidentified newsman; date 
and place not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Samak] The changes which the present govern- 
ment brought about were evident in the early part of its 
term. These changes involved issues which the previous 
government did not have the courage to decide on. These 
issues were acted upon when the present government 
came to power; issues such as the salary adjustments and 
several other issues left untouched by the previous 
government. These decisions have considerably bene- 
fited the country. 


However, as a member of the opposition bloc, I disagree 
with some of the present government’s decisions, such as 
the oil price adjustments. The price of oil has been a 
problem in our country. Businessmen here often say the 
rise in oil prices causes an increase in prices of their 
products. I regret that the government acceded to the 
demands of businessmen and reduced the oil prices. 


I am pleased that the government amended the law on 
several issues, such as the social security bill which had 
been delayed for so long. I feel that the deliberation 
process which will end soon and be followed by the 
passing into law of the social security bil! wil! benefit the 
people as the country gradually changes from agriculture 
base to agricultural industries and eventually to an 
industry intensive society. The government’s decision to 
introduce the bill and the collaboration of other sectors 
to pass it into law is a welcomed change. 


On the other hand, I have not discerned the govern- 
ment’s intention to protect consumers from being taken 
unfair advantage of by producers. This area has not been 
given enough attention. 


[Question] Can you comment on the government's sta- 
bility? 


[Samak] I feel that the current government has good 
opportunities to do things. It has fixed the number of 
coalition parties. Stability has to do with how the gov- 
ernment and cabinet members perform. 
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Editorial Analyzes Chatchai Speech 
BK1108034389 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
1] Aug 89 p8 


[Editorial: “Entering the Second Year’’] 


[Text] Against all odds, Prime Minister [PM] Gen 
Chatchai Chunhawan has managed to hold his six-party 
coalition together and survived the first year in office 
without any untoward political incident. Many of his 
critics at first gloomily predicted that his administration 
would not last longer than three or six months. 


By Thai political standards, a civilian government, espe- 
cially a multi-party coalition, which has lasted one full 
year may be said to have been enjoying unusual lon- 
gevity. But sheer survival could hardly be considered as 
a remarkable achievement, much less a significant con- 
tribution to Thai democracy like what the Prime Min- 
ister claimed in his address to the nation on national TV 
Wednesday night. 


The Prime Minister and his men would not miss an 
Opportunity to remind the people that he is an elected 
leader. In his Wednesday’s speech, the Prime Minister 
also emphasized that his is the government of the people, 
by virtue of the fact that all Cabinet members except one 
PM’s Office Minister are MPs. 


However, his government has yet to initiate any electoral 
reforms to stop the rampant vote-buying and other forms 
of cheating in a general election. It is unclear why the 
government does not endorse the idea of establishing an 
autonomous election commission to supervise elections. 


One dramatic way the Chatchai administration has used 
in trying to bridge the gap between the government and 
the rural people is to hold three Cabinet meetings outside 
Bangkok. Many ambitious regional development pro- 
grammes were approved in those meetings. But how 
many of them will actually be implemented is another 
question. The Prime Minister correctly reassured the 
rural people that he would personally see to it that all of 
the approved development programmes are promptly 
implemented. 


The Prime Minister claimed that his administration 
listened to the people and the mass media. But we would 
like to remind him that the dictatorial power of the Press 
Officer had frequently been used to gag and to intimidate 
the Press. In fact, we believe that during the first year of 
the Chatchai administration, the Press Officer had given 
more warnings—many of which were totally uncalled 
for—to newspapers than the last year of the Prem V 
administration. At the same time manipulation of news 
on government TV stations also increased, as was evi- 
dent during the Egat [Electricity Generating Authority of 
Thailand] controversy. 
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The live TV and radio broadcasts of key House meetings, 
including the two-day censure debate, were certainly 
creditworthy. Let us make live broadcasting of House 
debate mandatory. 


Amending the Constitution to make the House Speaker 
ex officio President of Parliament—despite objection of 
the Army—was a laudable move. What should be done 
next is to make the House Speaker politically neutral so 
that he can command respect from all parties. 


The logging ban, the amnesty of political prisoners and 
the social scurity legislation brought credit to the gov- 
ernment coalition as well as to the House as a whole. 
Unfortunately, the Senate has been slow in adjusting 
itself to new political realities. Many of the so-called 
‘new blood” senators appointed during the first year of 
the Chatchai administration, we hope, will continue to 
invigorate the Senate and make it more responsive to the 


people. 


The Prime Minister stressed in his speech that “dif- 
ferences are not disunity.” This sounds like a good 
slogan, just like his world-famous one about trans- 
forming the war zone. But the Democrat Party seems to 
have a lot of differences from the rest in the coalition. 
The Army, too, seems not to see eye to eye with the 
Chatchai administration on all issues. 


The Prime Minister may want all of us to believe that he 
can patch up these differences by merely holding get- 
together parties. But like it or not, many remain incred- 
ulous after all the singing and hugging. 


Since he seems to have everything going for him (so far), 
let’s see how his elected civilian government can make a 
real difference in its second year in office. And he better 
work harder because the magic of being an elected 
civilian leader is diminishing rapidly. 


Chatchai’s First Year in Office Reviewed 
BK0708011589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Aug 89 p 6 


[““Report” by Phaisan Sicharatchanya: “Tough Chal- 
lenges Await Chatchai’’] 


[Text] The six-party coalition Government of Prime 
Minister Chatchai Chunhawan will have completed its 
first year in office this week. For this elected adminis- 
tration in more than a decade to survive this long is by 
itself a commendable record. 


Granted that there is limited substantive achievement to 
boast of, the Government has successfully generated a 
euphoric atmosphere of democracy while spurring a new 
impetus On economic growth by pushing ahead with 
massive public-and private-sector investment pro- 
grammes. 
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Externally, the Prime Minister has capitalised on an 
easing regional tension to mend fences with Thailand's 
once-hostile neighbours, whiie at the same time also 
propelling this country to a position of regional promi- 
nence. 


But now that the “honeymoon period” is over, some 
tough new challenges lie ahead. The Government clearly 
will have to tread a delicate path from now on. 


For a start, the political fallout from last month's censure 
debate in Parliament has cast a dark shadow over the 
coalition’s unity, with intraparty rift threatening to force 
a Cabinet reshuffle. 


Perhaps more importantly, the leadership will have to 
translatc various policy decisions and promises to the 
populace into concrete action—otherwise public expec- 
tations could turn sour. 


Also looming in the medium term is another seemingly 
menacing threat of a possible oil-price hike which, if and 
when effected, will not only spur inflation but could also 
trigger a political backlash. 


These challenges can hardly be over-stated. One of the 
Prime Minister's policy advisers, M.R. Sukhumphan 
Boriphat, agrees the Government will have to seriously 
consolidate its position in the second year. 


Likening the Chatchai administration’s first year to the 
first movement in a classica! Beethoven number, he said: 
“The first movement is to set out various themes. These 
themes will have to be consolidated in the second and 
third movements, as otherwise the direction could be 
lost.” 


There are enough optimists who believe Gen Chatchai 
will be able to continue steering the statecraft in the right 
course, even though his task will prove more difficult. 


Indeed, much of the credit for the Government’s perfor- 
mance so far has gone to the Prime Minister personally. 
Combining his masterly political skills with a down- 
to-earth approach, Gen Chatchai has bolstered his own 
legitimacy by successfully managing the various political 
forces and interest groups. 


In the political context, the Government's achievement 
has been largely psychological. Most analysts agree the 
leadership kicked up a great deal of public awareness on 
democracy through the series of ““mobile” Cabinet meet- 
ings in the South, Northeast and North. 


“The upcountry people felt honoured because, for the 
first time, Cabinet ministers came knocking on their 
doors,’ commented one analyst. ““Governments in the 
old days were perceived to be holed up in Bangkok 
Government House. There was now no longer a sense of 
alienation.” 
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The “live” telecast and radio broadcast throughout the 
marathon censure debate last month represented 
another dimension of participatory politics. 


Disregarding the fact that none of the Opposition’s 
charges of impropriety and corruption against the four 
targetted ministers was followed up, members of the 
public who monitored the debate nonetheless felt a sense 
of belonging to the present political system. 


These exercises best illustrate how the Prime Minister 
has skilfully captured the public’s mood. 


“The Government’s administration so far probably has 
not been 100 per cent just or effective,” says M.R. 
Sukhumphan. “But it has demonstrated that a demo- 
cratic regime like the one at present could be reasonably 
fair, so much so that we do not have to step backwards 
(to any undemocratic rule like in the old days).” 


To be fair, the Chatchai leadership did push through 
some symbolically-significant political reforms. Notable 
of these is a constitutional amendment which would 
make the House of Representatives Speaker, rather than 
Senate Speaker, the President of Parliament after the 
next general election. 


In another speedy parliamentary exercise, the Govern- 
ment also won Senate approval on an Amnesty Bill 
which would pardon those convicted on communist and 
security-related charges plus the thousands of commu- 
nist defectors whose legal standing from the outset had 
been unclear. 


Thanks to his “arts of the possible” plus his cavalry 
background, the Prime Minister has also successfully man- 
aged his relationship with the military establishment. 


Gen Chatchai’s now-famous policy initiative to turn 
Indochina from a battlefield to a marketplace has clearly 
won the military leadership’s backing, judging from the 
latter's Suwannaphum [Golden Penninsula] pronounce- 
ment whose stated goal of a prosperous Southeast Asian 
peninsula through stepped-up economic cooperation 
among the regional countries, largely corresponds with 
the Prime Minister’s aspirations. 


Economically, the Chatchai Government could not have 
stepped in at a better time. The labour of a lengthy era of 
conservative fiscal and economic management under 
former Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon had started to 
bear fruit. The domestic economy was picking up on the 
back of large foreign-investment influx, especially from 
Japan and other Asian NICs [newly industrialized coun- 
tries] 


These favourable conditions made it possible for the 
ruling coalition to embark on expansionary spending 
programmes. Sweeping salary increases were effected, 
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firstly, for the civil servants, police and military per- 
sonnel. These were followed by a pay hike for state- 
enterprise workers plus minimum-wage rises for private- 
sector workers. 


The observation that the Chatchai administration has 
been enjoying a luxurious lifestyle like that of a ‘“mil- 
lionaire’s son”’ is perhaps not overstated. But for its part, 
the Government has also generated a new impetus for 
economic growth by pushing ahead with vital but long- 
delayed infrastructural development projects. 


Industry leaders credit the Government for creating a 
conducive business atmosphere which has contributed to 
further expansion in both local and foreign investments. 
After a record 11 per cent growth last year, the economy 
is expected to expand another 10 per cent this year. 


But all these do not mean the past one year’s adminis- 
tration has been trouble-free. Insofar as policy matters 
are concerned, the Government’s privatisation pro- 
gramme has largely been bogged down. 


What was originally intended as an imminent partial 
divestment of the profitable Thai Airways Interna- 
tional’s shares now promises to be a long-drawn tussle 
between conflicting interests in the ruling coalition and 
Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF). 


Finance Minister Pramuan Saphawasu, who at first 
wanted a speedy listing of THAI’s shares in the stock 
market, now has to settle for a patient wait, following 
vehement opposition by Communications and Trans- 
port Minister Montri Phongphanit plus influential 
RTAF elements that control THAI. 


The Government’s plan to privatise operations at Laem 
Chabang deep-sea port, the first phase of which is due to 
become operational later this year, is also running into 
stiff resistance by the Port Authority of Thailand’s (PAT) 
labour unions. 


Except for the partly state-owned Thai Oil Company 
which is moving ahead with targetted plans to apply for 
a stock market listing early next year, the Government's 
broader privatisation drive has been made all the more 
difficult following the widely-publicised blunder over 
changes to the Electricity Generating Authority of Thai- 
land’s (EGAT) board of directors. 


Government House sources concede that the original 
wholesale sacking of EGAT directors was a mistake. The 
episode illustrates the case of an over-confident decision 
that backfired. Although most of the dismissed directors 
were subsequently reappointed to the power agency, the 
damage to the Government’s credibility was already 
done. 
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Some of the Prime Minister’s aides were also privately 
unhappy over the appointment of selected business and 
industry leaders to the National Economic and Social 
Development Board’s (NESDB) directorship. 


From the outset, the six-party coalition has acquired a 
distinctly pro-business, capitalistic image. On the surface 
at least, it was feared the appointment of more busi- 
nessmen to such a vital planning agency like the NESDB 
would further aggravate whatever negative public per- 
ception there might have been. 


Another unhealthy development centres on the employ- 
ment by certain ministers of direct pressures as well as 
unorthodox means to “silence” criticism in the local 
Press. 


The institution of the print media in particular has 
developed over the years to become an influential 
“watchdog” against official wrong-doing. Some would 
argue further that it has become an integral part of this 
country’s maturing pluralism that could play a vital and 
supportive role in the broader democratisation process. 


Until recently, “freedom” of the Thai Press has been 
viewed with envy by media practitioners around South- 
east Asia. It would indeed be a shame if the recent trend 
of silencing press criticism of the Government is not 
reversed. 


More disturbing—and potentially more damaging in the 
long run—are growing complaints in official and private 
circles over an alleged proliferation of corruption. 


Not long ago, President of the prestigious Thailand 
Development Research Institute (TDRI) Dr Phaichit 
Uathawikun warned of a possible emergence of cronyism 
which could drag Thailand down the drain, just like it 
did in the Philippines during the Marcos era. 


Last week, Army Commander and Acting Supreme 
Commander Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut captured 
national attention when he talked about increasing cor- 
ruption in the country. 


The general referred to an international publication 
which ranks Thailand poorly insofar as corruption is 
concerned and said he has discussed the issue with the 
Prime Minister. 


The problem must have been severe enough to warrant a 
public warning by someone of Gen Chawalit’s stature. 
According to informed military sources, he was genu- 
inely concerned after hearing numerous complaints from 
businessmen and investors. 


Despite the absence of any major corruption scandal in 
the past year—and granted that there is no hard-and-fast 
evidence—public suspicion of wide-scale payoffs and 
kickbacks involving senior politicians in positions of 
influence is not new. 
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Such suspicion might have been further reinforced after 
last month’s parliamentary censure debate, during which 
some of the more serious allegations of corruption were 
either glossed over or inadequately explained by the 
ministers in question. 


The potential adverse repercussions from such negative 
public perception alone could be alarming. Indeed, a 
subject of intense debate in the local academia today is 
whether the “price”’ for democracy is getting too high. 


If the issue were to be taken to the extreme, it could 
resemble a case of jumping from the frying pan into the 
fire. Progressive forces in the old days had demanded an 
end to dictatorial rule in the hope that a democratic 
government would do away with all the corruption 
commonly associated with dictatorships. 


“It is now the duty of the Government to prove that 
political stability and democracy can be maintained at 
reasonable cost. And the Government had better do it 
soon before it becomes too late,” cautioned Chula- 
longkon University political scientist Suchit Bunbong- 
kan. 


Equally pressing for the Government is to translate the 
various policy decisions—particularly the long list of 
promised projects approved at the three regional 
“mobile” Cabinet meetings—into substantive results. 


In the final analysis, the average Thai has the right to 
expect a better life under the current economic and 
political environment. It is the Government's job to 
deliver. 


Successes, Setbacks Examined 
BK0608 143189 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
6 Aug 89 p 3 
[Unattributed article: ““Review of Chatchai’s Problems 
During the First Year of Office; Tougher Challenges in 
the Second Year’’] 


[Excerpts] General Chatchai Chunhawan was appointed 
prime minister by royal decree on 4 August 1988. His 
cabinet took oath of office before the King on 10 August. 
The government declared its policy to the Parliament on 
25 August. 


After a short while in office, Prime Minister Gen 
Chatchai granted an interview during which he 
expressed satisfaction over the work done in the early 
months of his premiership, his work style being 
described as a “racing” prime minister. 


It included the increased payrolls for government offi- 
cials and state enterprise employees, minimum wage 
adjustment, adjustment of tax structure and reduction in 
personal income tax which was given as a new year's gift 
to the people, and finally the move to enact a social 
security bill. 
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Any demands made by interest groups, the Chatchai 
government said “yes” to them all. 


* 


The salary increases for government officials and state 
enterprise employees and the minimum wage adjust- 
ment resulted in an increase in purchasing power and 
spending by the people, especially on luxury goods. This 
produced a chain reaction on the country’s deficit and 
inflation problem. This prompted Gen Chatchai to order 
his Commerce minister to report to him regularly at the 
weekly cabinet meeting about the movement of com- 
modity prices. Late last year, the Chatchai government 
reduced retail oil prices in line with the decline in the 
global prices. This resulted in an exuberant use of oil by 
the public. The increase was recorded at over 19 percent. 
This has directly affected the country’s deficit. Now that 
the oil price has strengthened up and despite the fact that 
the oil fund is already in the red, the government feels 
reluctant to make any adjustment in retail oil prices for 
fear of political repercussions. 


Gen Chatchai was apparently proud of his government’s 
performance over the period of 6 months with 10 


achievements cited. In addition to the salary increases, 


minimum wage adjustment and reduction in taxes and 
oil prices, the Chatchai government enacted two laws 
with the effect of closing the forests nationwide. They 
are: the amendment of the 1941 Forestry Act, and the 
amendment of the 1961 National Forests Act. The 
government also had a major task in providing relief 
assistance for the flood victims in the south. [passage 
omitted] 


When he first took office, Gen Chatchai said that he 
would give emphasis to rural development and income 
distribution. However, no big activities or efforts have 
been carried out in order to complete the development 
projects left over from the former eovernment which had 
spent as much as 100 billion | rural development. 


Moreover, various committees set up by the “Prem” 
government for rural development have been dissolved. 
This includes the Special Committee for Coordination of 
the Royally Initiated Projects. 


Most of the rural development work has, meanwhile, 
been carried out by the “military” under the “greening of 
the northeast” program introduced several years ago. 
Anyway, no record of assessment or target fulfilment is 
known. 


Gen Chatchai’s policy of opening the doors for 
Indochina and turning battlefields into marketplaces was 
an Outstanding and farsighted policy. Meanwhile, Thai- 
land’s shift in its approach in the settlement of the 
Cambodian problem, by playing host to the prime min- 
ister of the Heng Samrin regime, did not seem to be 
successful. 
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The Chatchai government’s setback with regards to the 
Indochina problem was related to the entirely different 
approaches adopted by the Foreign Ministry and the 
Government House. 


It was not the Foreign Ministry which knocked on the 
door and opened up relations with the Indochinese 
countries. It was the “military” which ventured in and 
consequently created a big scandal over log trading. 


The Chatchai government has been able to continue with 
the economic upswing thanks to the global economic 
recovery plus the keen measures introduced by the 
former government. It was able to raise salaries for 
government officials and state enterprise employees and 
reduce personal income tax, without much hurting the 
government’s financial situation, thanks to the 10- 
percent annual growth rate and the big national reserves. 
Anyway, the 3-percent inflation in 1988 and a tendency 
of an increase to above 5 percent by the end of this year 
will make it inevitable for the government to feel the 
effect. It will be worse if there is any increase in world oil 
prices. A chain reaction from the oil economy will 
inevitably affect the local economy and creat more 
problems. [passage omitted] 


The Chatchai government did not mention suppression 
of official corruption in its policy statement, neither in 
the chapter about official administration nor in its social 


policy. 


The scandal over the appointment of a new board of the 
Countercorruption Committee came as no surprise then. 
The same with the failure by concerned government 
units to provide data for requests from the former 
Countercorruption Committee for use in investigations 
of cases of official malfeasances. [passage omitted] 


In the beginning, the government was belittled that it 
would not survive more than 3-6 months. It therefore 
made efforts to cultivate the more desirable image of a 
democratically elected government. It responded with 
“yes” to all groups demanding shared interests. This is 
like a new brand of goods which needs a lot of public 
promotion and commercialization because the people 
still do not know it. 


The government has been trying to avoid conflicts and 
confrontation, both directly and indirectly, in order to 
hold on to the administrative office. 


Throughout its term, the Chatchai government has 
handed out promises to the people. It has given policies 
and instructions on various problems. 


The people are now watching whether the government 
will be able to match its words with deeds. 
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Chatchai Rules Out Debate on Corruption 
BK0808010189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
8 Aug 89 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan yesterday 
rejected an Opposition call to debate corruption in the 
government at an extraordinary parliamentary session. 


““An extraordinary parliamentary session will be called 
to debate on the government budget only. Why should 
the government allow others to criticise it?”’ the premier 
asked. 


Prachakon Thai Party Leader Samak Suntharawet asked 
during a conference last week that the government hold 
an extraordinary session to debate alleged corruption in 
Government circles without calling a vote on any given 
Cabinet minister. 


Mr Samak claimed he has evidence to prove that certain 
top officials are corrupt. 


Democrat Party secretary-general Maj-Gen Sanan 
Khachonprasat said he disliked the Opposition’s pro- 


posal. 


He said the Lower House had already censured him with 
three other Cabinet members and that the issue should 
end because all four ministers received votes of confi- 
dence. 


Minister Sanan said he did not understand why ihe 
Opposition wanted a new debate. 


He said the Constitution states that the no-confidence 
debate can be called on an issue only once. 


If the Opposition wants to debate the same issue, it must 
wait for the ordinary parliament session next year. 


Editorial Calls for Action Against Corruption 
BK040805 1789 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
4 Aug 89 p 6 


{Editorial: “Corruption Putting Our Society in Peril”’} 


[Text] Remarks by Army Commander and Acting 
Supreme Commander General Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
about mounting corruption in the country provide food 
for serious thought. The general has been trying of late to 
refrain from commenting on politics and, in fact, all 
military personnel have been instructed not to discuss 
political matters to avoid confusing the public. So the 
question of corruption must have been considered severe 
enough to prompt Gen Chawalit’s remarks. 


They cropped up during Gen Chawalit’s talk with a 
visiting group of senior executives from the Employers 
Confederation of Thailand on Tuesday [1 August]. He 
reportedly said corruption in the country had increased 
considerably and that was shameful because in a free 
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enterprise system corruption threatened open competi- 
tion. “We have to get rid of it (corruption) so that you 
can fully compete and increase efficiency,” he told the 
employer representatives. 


These apparently were not off-the-cuff remarks. Gen 
Chawalit raised the issue again yesterday, saying Thai- 
land was ranked poorly by an international publication 
insofar as corruption was concerned. He has reportedly 
brought up the subject with Prime Minister Chatchai 
Chunhawan. According to informed military sources, 
Gen Chawalit was genuinely concerned after hearing 
numerous complaints by businessmen over allegedly 
growing irregularities in official circles. 


Rumours about wide-scale payoffs and kickbacks 
nvolving senior politicians in power in fact are not new. 
Perhaps the key factor which has prevented the eruption 
of a major scandal since the current coalition govern- 
ment took office has been the bullish economy. At a time 
when virtually all business and economic sectors are 
booming, officials in positions of influence might have 
all been content with their respective spin-offs. 


But public perception of corruption in government cir- 
cles has taken a turn for the worse since last month’s 
censure debate in Parliament. Although there was no 
hard-and-fast evidence, interested members of the public 
were treated to a seemingly endless barrage of accusa- 
tions by the Opposition against the four targeted Cabinet 
Ministers during the two-day “live” debate. 


The public’s suspicion was made all the more pro- 
nounced in light of the poor defence put up by at least 
one of the ministers. In the end, what was disappointing 
about the entire exercise was the absence of any follow- 
up investigation to some of the more serious charges 
which smacked of being a criminal offence. The House 
of Representatives simply voted and, despite abstention 
by some of the government MPs, all four ministers were 
“cleared”. 


It is now obvious that the subject can no longer be 
treated lightly. Progressive forces in the old days clam- 
oured for political changes in the belief that an enlight- 
ened democratic administration could do away with the 
rampant corruption that was associated with past dicta- 
torships. Such aspirations have now materialised under 
Gen Chatchai’s “elected” government, the first in more 
than ten years. It would be a great pity if the ugly spectre 
of rampant corruption were to be raised again. 


Some political scientists have argued that undesirable 
trends such as widespread vote-buying during election 
time are the price that Thailand has to pay in its 
evolution toward a more mature political system. They 
claim these negative trends would be gradually neutra- 
lised as the Thai public became more aware of, and 
gained a better understanding of, democracy. 
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We beg to disagree. The extent of money-dumping and 
vote-buying during the July 1988 general election was 
understood to be far more pervasive than in previous 
polls. The crucial question is to what extent will corrup- 
tion be allowed to spread its ugly tentacles within the 
system before the deterioration ceases and it gets better. 
The solution is clear: the current trend must be reversed 
right away before the “price” of democracy becomes too 
high. 


Despite criticism here and there, Prime Minister 
Chatchai is winding up his first year in office with a 
glowing record. It should be his priority responsibility 
from now on to stamp out all the public misgivings about 
corruption under his administration. And he can only 
achieve that through concrete action. 


Student Pamphlet Links Chatchai to 1976 Massacre 
BK0708025189 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
7 Aug 89 p 2 


[Text] A student group from Ramkhamhaeng university 
released pamphlets yesterday accusing Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan and Interior Minister Praman 
Adireksan of being involved in the massacre on Tham- 
masat University campus on Oct 6, 1976. 


The Satchatham Student Party [SSP], the second most 
popular student group at Ramkhamhaeng, which has 16 
registered student parties, said the pamphlet is a 
response to the government's “indifference” to student 
demands that the questions which have surrounded the 
bloodbath at Thammasat for 13 years be answered. 


The pamplets, politically explosive, were issued one year 
after Chatchai became prime minister. He is the first MP 
in 12 years to be elected by popular vote, thanks partly to 
support from the student movement. 


SSP’s statement released yesterday urged Chatchai and 
Praman to “clarify” their roles during a black period of 
Thai history. “We are not afraid that we will be arrested. 
We are standing by the people,” the statement said. 


Copies of the pamphlet will be on sale at Ramkhamhaeng 
for one week and will be distributed to other universities 
nationwide, the statement said. The student group said it 
had an “academic right” to issue the pamphlets. 


The publication contains a letter that the late Democrat 
veteran politician Surin Matsadit wrote to Democrat Party 
members in 1977. The letter explained a tense Cabinet 
meeting on Oct 6 the previous year, which saw troops and 
right-wing mobs slaying scores of protesting students. 


The letter said Chatchai, who was then linked to the 
ultra-rightist movement that sought to crush alleged leftists 
in universities, took a leader of village scouts, Pol [police] 
Maj Gen Charoenrit Chamratromran, to the Cabinet 
meeting apparently to convince ministers that drastic 
action against protesting students was unavoidable. 
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Surin’s letter implied that either Chatchai or Charoenrit 
told Prime Minister Seni Pramot’s Cabinet that the time 
had come to “‘destroy” the student movement. Chatchai, 
currently Chat Thai leader, was then the industry minister. 


According to the letter, Praman, then agriculture min- 
ister and leader of the Chat Thai Party, made a similar 
comment, saying it was a “good opportunity” since the 
Students’ image was tainted by allegations that commu- 
nists had infiltrated their movement. 


Armed forces and angry mobs, including many village 
scouts, stormed Thammasat in the morning of Oct 6, 
killing unarmed students who had protested the return 
from exile of former military strongman Thanom Kit- 
tikhachon, who had been ousted in a pro-democracy 
uprising in 1973. The official death toll is 38, but actual 
casualties are said to be much higher. The Seni govern- 
ment was overthrown by a military coup on the evening 
of that bloody day. 


Surin, then a PM’s Office minister, was a victim of what 
was believed to be a large-scale conspiracy to seize power 
and crush the pro-democracy student movement during 
the period. Accused of being a ‘“‘communist’’, he quit 
politics after the Thammasat tragedy and grew ill soon 
after. He passed away in May this year. 


The SSP statement said now that Chatchai and Praman 
are holding powerful posts, ‘““how can we be assured that 
they would not do the same thing again?” 


It said the pamphlet would serve as “the people’s true 
history book” and remind the public that many power 
holders had ‘‘disgusting backgrounds”. 


“If (the allegations) are not true, the prime minister and 
the interior minister should come out to defend them- 
selves. They should not remain silent,” the statement 
said 


It was the second time in two years that the massacre has 
been revived. The Oct 6 issue was an election bombshell 
last year when a member of the Phalang Tham Party 
[PDP] recounted that the respected PDP leader, 
Bangkok Governor Chamlong Simuang, played a prom- 
inent anti-student role before the massacre. Chamlong 
denied the allegation, but his party’s popularity suffered 
a setback. 


The issue also haunted Chatchai before the last general 
election, when his alleged connections with the village 
scouts were publicized. “I had nothing to do with the 
whole affair,” the prime minister then said. 


The unprecedented pre-election debates on the Tham- 
masat bloodbath led to resounding calls for the govern- 
ment to clarify the confusing chapter of Thai history and 
find the real ““murderers”’. 
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An SSP member, who asked not to be named, denied his 
group’s move was politically motivated. He said the 
student group had not raised the issue earlier because it 
wanted to give the government time to make known who 
actually was behind the killing. 


The pamphlet contains a chronology of events that led to 
the 1973 uprising, in which many people were also killed 
by government troops. 


SSP reiterated its resistance to Field Marshal Thanom’s 
persistent calls for the return of his assets, seized after his 
government collapsed following the 1973 unrest. Due to 
strong public critism, Prime Minister Chatchai recently 
cancelled a Cabinet plan to reconsider Thanom’s demand, 
and described the issue as “one of many timebonbs which 
I have to defuse”’. 


Chawalit on Communists, Amnesty Bill 
BK1008123189 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 
6 Aug 89 p 20 


[Excerpts] General Chawalit Yongchaiyut, Army com- 
mander and acting supreme commander, delivered a 
lecture to officials and Army cadets at the meeting hall of 
the Chunlachomklao Royal Military Academy in 
Nakhon Nayok on 5 August on the occasion of the 
academy’s founding anniversary. He said that the Army 
is entering a new era of developing itself to be more 
compact but with higher efficiency while it receives 
limited budget. [passage omitted] 


After that, the Army commander touched on the issue of 
defeating the Communists. He said that efforts to defeat 
the Communist Party of Thailand [CPT] must be con- 
tinued. Communists are still the main enemy that the 
Army is concerned with because this enemy still wants to 
overthrow the three main institutions as well as the root 
of the Thai society. 


“Now there is a misunderstanding that the issue of 
Communists is over because we have suppressed all of 
them. It is not necessary to raise this issue again because 
it is an obsolete issue. Moreover, an amnesty bill for the 
Communist defectors has been introduced. We have to 
be careful about these things. The government wants to 
establish unity in the country, and the military is the first 
unit to build unity. If the Communists who came out of 
the jungle think of developing the country and have no 
intention of overthrowing the country and the royal 
institution, then we can develop the country jointly. But, 
if they still think of overthrowing the country and the 
royal institution, then we cannot live together,” General 
Chawalit said. 


The Army commander went on to say that the Army has 
to talk about the Communist problem because there 1s 
no other agency that can understand this problem as well 
as the Army, which is worrisome. Please believe that 
Communists still exist in the world. We are not able to 
totally change their ideology in fighting. What we do is to 


FBIS-EAS-89-154 
11 August 1989 


separate those who have the real communist ideology, 
which is only about 5 percent, and exclude those who are 
not real Communists but are people who feel unhappy or 
who lack materials. Although we were able to suppress 
the number of Communists from tens of thousands to 
only 200, we have to realize that the Communists may 
revive again in the next decades. 


Gen Chawalit stressed that, with regard to the Commu- 
nist problem, we have to look at the Communists’ 
ideology and political problems, not their strength. 
Although their strength is only small, the Communists 
can expand overnight and organize hundreds of thou- 
sands of people if there are political conditions for the 
CPT. 


“I would like to ask whether we have gotten rid of the 
Communist problem. The Communist problem is 
caused by two factors: national problems and the dem- 
ocratic problem. We do not have national problems, but 
our country has a democratic problem. We are at a 
crucial point because most people in the country believe 
we have attained full democracy since we have an elected 
government. We do not look at what democracy must 
have. Most important for democracy are sacrifice, 
allowing everybody to have a part in administration, and 
maintaining justice. Now, the Communists in the jungle 
say that Thailand has democracy and that there is no 
need to make a democratic revolution. They plan to 
make a socialist revolution, and this is a cause for 
concern,” the Army commander said. 


Gen Chawalit said that the Bolshevik Party in Russia 
toppled the tsar and established a democratic system. 
But, it failed to solve national problems, so the Commu- 
nist Party was able to establish a socialist system in that 
country by claiming that democracy had failed to solve 
problems. So, if there is an understanding that the 
country has full democracy, it is worrisome if we fail to 
solve national problems. 


The Army commander reiterated that the military would 
continue supporting the government of His Majesty the 
King and would not do anything to set back the demo- 
cratic system. 


Later on, the Army commander answered reporters’ 
questions concerning the amnesty bill. He said that he 
sees no problem. He said because he wants everyone to 
proceed cautiously. The government has agreed with the 
bill already. I have discussed this issue with the prime 
minister. | told him that I saw no problem, and only 
asked him to be cautious. 


Antipiracy Program Formally Extended 
BK1008101989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
10 Aug 89 Afternoon Edition p 1 


[Text] The anti-piracy programme in the Gulf of Thai- 
land was formally extended for another year yesterday [9 
August] as the United States [as published] High Com- 
missioner for Refugees [UNHCR] handed over Bt [baht] 
65 million to Thai authorities. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


A ceremony, witnessed by representatives from donor 
countries, was held in the southern province of Songkhla 
to launch the eighth year of anti-piracy operation. 


Twelve donor countries, including the United States and 
the United Kingdom, donated the fund for Thailand’s 
drive against pirates preying on Vietnamese boat people 
through the UNHCR. 


A mock operation against pirates carried out by marine 
police and the Navy was staged in the Songkhla [as 
published] after the ceremony. 


UNHCR Funds Received 
BK0508092289 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] The Thai Government has received about U.S. 
$1,491,000 from the United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, or the UNHCR, as an additional 
fund to carry out the anti-piracy program. Secretary 
General for the National Security Council Suwit Suttha- 
nukun said the money was the first installment for 
implementation of the program during June 1989 to 
June 1990, the eighth year since the program started in 
1982. 


He said the money will be distributed to the Royal Thai 
Navy, the Regional Police Headquarters Regions | to 4, 
the Marine Police, the Police Research and Planning 
Division, and the Public Prosecution Department for 
use in the 1989-1990 program which will be launched by 
the Navy in Songkhla on 9 August. 


Mr Suwit added that throughout the past 7 years of the 
implementation of the anti-piracy program, the UNHCR 
gave the government a total of about 509 million baht. 


Senate Passes Land Reform, Amnesty Bills 
BK2907054389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
29 Jul 89 p 1 


[Text] After a one-hour debate on a definition of 
“farmers”, the Senate yesterday passed into law the 
controversial Land Reform Bill. 


The bill passed its second and third readings by a 
unanimous vote from the Upper House without changes 
to the draft approved by the House of Representatives in 
June. 


During a walkout by opposition MPs, the Lower House 
voted to approve the bill which will distribute degraded 
forest land to poor landless farmers and their children, as 
well as agricultural graduates and cooperatives. 


Several senators yesterday repeated the Opposition’s 
concern that the bill’s broad definition of farmers will 
mainly benefit wealthy local figures. 
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Senator Akhom Makkaranon said poor farmers may end 
up without getting any benefits. 


Minister Michai Ruchuphan later said that only farmers 
whose income is below 1,500 baht a month will be 
distributed land under the bill. 


Farmers, as written in the bill, will also include ranchers 
and fishermen, he said. 


Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Sanan Khachon- 
prasat told reporters that with the Land Reform Bill, he 
will speed up land reform projects in the North, North- 
east and Central regions. 


The Senate yesterday also passed in three readings the 
Amnesty Bill for communist defectors. 


The bill was placed on the agenda as an urgent issue and 
was approved quickly by the Upper House. 


The controversial Social Security Bill, however, which 
the Lower House approved in three readings on Thurs- 
day, was not taken up by the Senate yesterday in its last 
meeting of this session. 


Well-informed government sources said the bill was not 
placed on the Senate agenda as an urgent item because 
leaders want to postpone it as long as possible. 


The bill was modified in the Lower House to include a 
full range of benefits for workers, prompting strong 
opposition from employers. 


The sources said the Government had agreed to use 
whips to get coalition members to support the draft in 
three readings on Thursday to ease political pressure 
from labourers. 


The Government planned that when the bill reached the 
Upper House, a Senate review committee would take out 
all benefits added to the bill by the Lower, House, they 
said. 


Vietnam 


Excerpt of NHAN DAN Article on Paris Forum 
OW 1008141589 Hanoi International Service 
in Mandarin 1130 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] Dear listeners: The following is an excerpt of a 
NHAN DAN 5 August bylined article entitled ‘The 
Initial, Important, and Positive Results of the Paris 
Conference.” 


The article says that the first round of the international 
conference on the Cambodian problem held in Paris 
from 30 July to | August has come to an end and 
documents on organizing a work program were unani- 
mously passed. It was decided, among others things, to 
set up three working committees. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Media across the world are closely watching what will 
follow the conference and have different opinions about 
the first round of the conference. 


Vietnam’s viewpoint is that the Paris international con- 
ference of foreign ministers on Cambodia has achieved 
initial, positive results of great importance, which are 
manifested in the following three areas: 


1. This was an official international meeting on the 
Cambodian problem, cochaired by the host country, 
France, and the chairman of the Jakarta meeting, Indo- 
nesia, and convened outside the framework of the 
United Nations. The meeting is the result of the uny- 
ielding struggle of the people of Cambodia, Laos, Viet- 
nam, and other forces who uphold a realistic attitude and 
goodwill and who have struggled for a correct solution to 
the Cambodian issue. It also meant a defeat to those 
forces who took advantage of the United Nations’ wrong 
decision and sided with one party against another on the 
Cambodian problem. 


2. The Paris International Conference on Cambodia 
pursued the conclusions reached at the first and second 
Jakarta meetings on two key issues: The withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops must be closely linked with the pre- 
vention of the Pol Pot genocidal clique from returning to 
power in Cambodia, and the cessation of foreign inter- 
ference and military aid to Cambodian factions. At the 
conference, an attempt by some forces to set up a fourth 
committee to force their way to a meeting to solve 
Cambodia’s internal issues was foiled. The establish- 
ment of a special committee that has as its main mem- 
bers the various Cambodian factions made it clear that 
the conference should follow the relevant principle set 
forth at the first and second Jakarta meetings, that is, 
Cambodia’s internal issues should be left to be solved by 
the Cambodian people themselves without interference 
from the outside. 


3. The first round of the Paris conference gave promi- 
nence to the status of the Cambodian state and its 
achievements. That the State of Cambodia delegation 
led by Chairman Hun Sen, formally took part in the 
conference [words indistinct] affirmed that the State of 
Cambodia for the first time was acknowledged as an 
entity by the international community and participated 
in this important international forum on a completely 
equal footing with other countries’ delegations. The 
global media clearly saw and acknowledged the achieve- 
ments and constructive spirit of the State of Cambodia 
delegation. The Khmer Rouge, on the other hand, took 
an unconstructive attitude at the conference and tried 
fiercely to boycott the three proposals unanimously 
adopted by the rest of the conference participants: the 
proposal that the UN secretary general send a fact- 
finding delegation to Cambodia to collect materials, the 
establishment of a special working committee on Cam- 
bodia’s internal issues, and the proposal to elect India 


FBIS-EAS-89-154. 
11 August 1989 


and Canada as cochairmen of the first committee. The 
Khmer Rouge’s boycott failed. No one supported the 
Khmer Rouge’s position, and this further pushed it to a 
corner at the conference. 


The NHAN DAN article holds that the initial, significant, 
and positive results of the Paris conference first lie in the 
growing strength of the Cambodian state. The Cambodian 
people, after squashing the Pol Pot genocidal clique, have 
entered into a marvelous course of revitalization, scored 
great achievements in various areas, and have won world- 
wide recognition. Second, the time for resolving the Cam- 
bodian problem is ripe. Concerned countries and parties 
want to reach a solution before the complete withdrawal of 
the Vietnamese troops from Cambodia, which Vietnam 
believes results from the effective actions by the confer- 
ence’s cochairmen. 


QUAN DOI NHAN DAN on Cambodia’s Neutrality 
BK 1008130389 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese 23 Jul 89 p 1 


[Editorial: “An Important Decision for Cambodia’s 
Independence and Sovereignty, and for Peace and Sta- 
bility in Southeast Asia’’] 


[Text] The Cambodian National Assembly has recently 
issued an important statement asserting Cambodia’s 
permanent neutrality. With its three main points, the 
statement reflects the Cambodian people’s sacred aspi- 
ration for being able to live in independence, freedom, 
peace and stability, and for being permanently saved 
from horrendous genocide. 


In comformity with the interests of the Cambodian 
people of all nationalities and the trend of the era, the 
Cambodian National Assembly’s statement has clearly 
pointed out the country’s future line of development. 
Cambodia has pledged to follow the lines of permanent 
neutrality and peaceful coexistence and of developing 
the relations of friendship with all countries, not joining 
any politico-military alliance, and respecting the UN 
Charter and the principles of the Nonaligned Movement. 
After enduring untold sufferings, the Cambodian people 
have escaped from the Pol Pot-leng Sary genocidal 
regime and have marvellously and unprecedentedly 
rebuilt their life out of a heap of rubble and ash over the 
past decade or more. However, exiled Khmer reaction- 
aries of all hues who are assisted by imperialists and 
international reactionaries, have continued frenziedly to 
oppose the Cambodian people’s peaceful construction 
and have tried to return and rule over this country. With 
the help of the Vietnamese people and their volunteer 
troops, the Cambodian people have frustrated all the 
enemy plots and acts of sabotage and have scored many 
great socioeconomic, security and national defense 
achievements. The joint Vietnam-Laos-Cambodia decla- 
ration dated 5 April 1989 on the total withdrawal of 
Vietnamese volunteer troops by September 1989 has 
opened up the prospect for satisfactorily resolving the 
Cambodian issue both internationally and internally. 
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The international community has expressed legitimate 
concern that after all the Vietnamese volunteer troops 
have been withdrawn, if there are no effective measures 
to prevent a civil war, the Khmer reactionaries, espe- 
cially the Khmer Rouge, might again commit genocide 
against the Cambodian people, making the situation in 
Southeast Asia even more complicated and tense. Man- 
ifesting peaceful good will, the State of Cambodia has 
solemnly declared before the world that henceforth Cam- 
bodia will be a permanently neutral country to concen- 
trate all its efforts on the country’s socioeconomic devel- 
opment and, at the same time, contribute to the cause of 
peace, stability, friendship and cooperation in Southeast 
Asia. Realities over the past 10 years have shown that the 
bottleneck in the Cambodian issue has been created by 
certain ruling circles in a number of countries who have 
rudely trampled upon the Cambodian people’s right to 
self-determination and legitimate interests. They have 
closed their eyes to the facts, intentionally checked the 
process of seeking a solution to the Cambodian issue, 
and striven to breathe life into the Khmer Rouge and 
other Khmer reactionaries to frantically oppose the 
Cambodian people’s rebirth. However, Cambodia has 
steadily developed every day. The world public has 
entertained much hope that the total withdrawal of 
Vietnamese volunteer troops from Cambodia will create 
great favorable conditions for resolving the Cambodian 
issue. The core of the problem is to prevent the return of 
the Pol Pot clique. Throughout the past 10 years, a 
number of countries have deliberately tried to impose a 
settlement of their own choice on the Cambodian 
people, demanding that the genocidal Khmer Rouge 
regime be given a footing equal to that of Chairman Hun 
Sen’s government which controls the entire Cambodian 
territory and recognized by a large number of countries 
in the world. This is the hurdle in sec..4 an early 
peaceful solution to the Cambodian issue. 


The situation at present is quite different from what it 
was 10 years ago. The rising prestige of the Hun Sen 
government is undeniable. The crimes committed bv the 
Khmer Rouge against the Cambodian people have out- 
raged humanity. Even U.S. State Secretary James Baker 
admitted recently that the Hun Sen government was 
qualified to play a central role in solving the Cambodian 
iss. The countries participating in the coming Paris 
conterence on Cambodia should respect the principle 
that Cambodia’s internal affairs must be settled by the 
Cambodian people themselves without outside interfer- 
ence. Only in such a way can the Cambodian issue be 
resolved fairly and reasonably. 


The Cambodian National Assembly’s statement on 
Cambodia’s permanent independence once again dem- 
onstrates the earnest aspiration of the people in this 
country for living in peace and eliminating the danger of 
a genocidal regime in order to build a bountiful and 
happy Cambodia and make worthy contributions to 
peace in the region and the world over. 


The Vietnamese people fully support this legitimate 
aspiration of the Cambodian people. 
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Preparations for Soldiers Returning From Cambodia 
BK 1008140189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 9 Aug 89 


[Text] Song Be Province is preparing to receive Viet- 
namese Army volunteers who will be returning from 
Cambodia in September after fulfilling their internation- 
alist duty there. 


The provincial people’s committee has instructed the 
Song Be Military Command and other responsible sec- 
tors to coordinate with the administration at all echelons 
and with various departments, sectors, and mass organi- 
zations to carefully organize the reception of returning 
Vietnamese Army volunteers. At present. in many local- 
ities in Song Be, various public organs, mass organiza- 
tions, and front committees are organizing activities to 
raise funds and collect gifts and are setting up delega- 
tions to visit Army volunteer units when they arrive in 
their localities. They will create favorable conditions for 
these units to familiarize themselves with the local 
political and socioeconomic situation, to normalize their 
living conditions, and to contribute to promoting and 
maintaining public order and security in the localities 
concerned. 


On this occasion, the province also instructed all dis- 
tricts, townships, subwards, and villages to set aside a 
week to show gratitude to the returning Army volunteers; 
to satisfactorily implement the welfare policies con- 
cerning soldiers; and to care for and assist wounded and 
sick soldiers, the families of fallen combatants, and the 
families of soldiers doing their internationalist duty who 
are facing many difficulties in everyday life. Employ- 
ment will be given on a priority basis to those Army 
cadres and combatants who return to their hometowns 
after fulfilling their military duties. Brotherhood and 
sponsorship will be promoted to help the beneficiaries of 
Army welfare policies. Visits to wounded and sick sol- 
diers at various convalescence centers and hospitals will 
also be organized. 


Troops on Spratly Islands F ngage in Farming 
BK1108075689 Hanoi WNA in English 0643 GMT 
1] Aug 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 1!1—In a recent trip to the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago, we have seen with our 
own eyes the inspiring changes brought about by our 
armymen in their efforts to lessen the riguors on those 
weather-beaten islands. 


The most visible result they have obtained is in 
expanding animal-breeding and vegetable-growing. 


On Song Tu Island to the north, they kept as many as 
2,900 chickens, 20 pigs, and 7 head of cattle. On the 
Truong Sa’s major island, we saw 10 pigs each averaging 
70 kilos, and the biggest weighing more than 100 kilos. 
The garrison of Sinh Ton Island raised 10 pigs and scores 
of chickens. Dogs were seen on most islands. 
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Since they have to depend almost entirely on the main- 
land for their livelihood, the armymen have built small 
kitchen gardens of their own to meet part of their need 
for green vegetables and especially to raise poultry and 
pigs. In some cases, they had to ship earth from the 
mainland to grow vegetables. 


VFF Central Committee Concludes 3-Day Conference 
BK1108091589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 10 Aug 89 


[Text] After 3 days of working, the Second Conference of 


the Vietnam Fatherland Front [VFF] Central Committee 
concluded in Ho Chi Minh City. The conference was 
chaired by lawyer Nguyen Huu Tho, chairman of the 
VFF Central Committee Presidium. 


Comrade Le Quang Dao, chairman of National 
Assembly and member of the VFF Central Committee 
Presidium, reported to conference on the important 
issues raised at the sixth Plenum of the party Central 
C: mmittee and the recent Fifth Session of the Eighth 
Naot” Assembly. 


Comrade Pham Van Kiet, vice chairman and secretary 
general of the VFF Central Committee, briefed the 
conference on the activities of the front since its third 
national congress as well as on its duties and tasks in the 
days ahead. 


Prof Nguyen Ngoc Minh, member of the VFF Central 
Committee and deputy head of its Committee for 
Democracy and Law, presented to the conference the 
Law on the Organization of People’s Councils and Peo- 
ple’s Committees and the Law on the Election to Peo- 
ple’s Councils, and briefed it on the front’s responsibil- 
ities in the elections to people’s councils at three levels to 
be held late this year. 


At the conference, the VFF Central Committee issued a 
statement on the repatriation of Vietnamese Army vol- 
unteers from Cambodia after fulfilling their interna- 
tional duty by the end of September this year. 


The statement acclaims the great services rendered by 
cadres and combatants of the volunteer army and special- 
ists of various sectors and localities. who have outstand- 
ingly fulfilled their noble international duty. It also calls on 
the front and its member organizations at all levels and the 
people of all strata throughout the country to coordinate 
with various sectors and administrative organs in satisfac- 
torily preparing for and welcoming the return the brother 
cadres and combatants and, especially, in caring for dis- 
abled soldiers and the families of fallen combatants, col- 
lecting the remains of fallen combatants, and arranging 
employment and living quarters for the brother cadres and 
combatants to create favorable conditions for them to 
quickly stabilize their livelihood. 
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At the conference, representatives of Vietnamese residents 
in France reported on the situation of Overseas Viet- 
namese who have always looked toward their homeland 
and who rejoice at the initial changes in the country’s 
process of renovation and sympathetically understand the 
difficulties experienced by their compatriots at home. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


With warm feelings toward their compatriots, Vietnamese 
residents in France have collected 42 million dong to help 
the people of Quang Nam-Da Nang and 40 million dong to 
help the people of Thanh Hoa—victims of recent grievous 
natural disasters. 


Chairman Nguyen Huu Tho highly appreciated the pro- 
found and ample views that had been contributed by 
various delegates with the aim of helping to promote our 
people’s socialist democracy in the process of renovation 
initiated and directed by the Communist Party of Viet- 
nam. 
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New Zealand 


Prime Minister Announces New Cabinet 
BK1108065989 Hong Kong AFP in English 0632 GMT 
11 Aug 89 


[By Suzanne Pollard] 


[Text] Wellington, Aug 11 (AFP)}—New Premier Geof- 
frey Palmer announced his cabinet Friday, naming ex- 
finance Minister Roger Douglas, the man largely respon- 
sible for former leader David Lange’s resignation, 
minister of police and immigration. 


The new line-up, to be sworn in Monday, saw few 
significant changes to the team presided over by Mr. 
Lange, who was appointed attorney-general and minister 
of state, posts he will hold outside of the cabinet, Mr. 
Palmer told a press conference. 


Mr. Douglas, who has been ranked 12th in the 19- 
member cabinet, was also given responsibility for 
“special projects”, which Mr. Palmer said would include 
planning and strategy for general elections to be held 
around October next year. 


“I want him as a sort of troubleshooter,”’ Mr. Palmer 
said. 


Asked about the potential for Mr. Douglas to become an 
“unguided missile” who could cause more problems for 
the government’s stability, Mr. Palmer said he would be 
setting him specific tasks. 


Mr. Douglas, the architect of the Labour government's 
radical! economic reform programme, was sacked in 
December after a long and acrimonious public feud with 
Mr. Lange over the pace of economic change. 


Although he continued to campaign publicly against Mr. 
Lange, he retained sufficient support to be reinstated in 
the cabinet last week on the vote of the government 
caucus, comprised of all Labour members of Parliament. 


Mr. Lange, who announced his resignation Monday, 
mentioned several factors in deciding to quit, but most 
political commentators attributed the move to him 
finding the prospect of again having to work alongside 
Mr. Douglas intolerable. 


As promised earlier in the week, Mr. Palmer retained 
David Caygill as finance minister. 


Other key ministers to retain their portfolios were For- 
eign Minister Russell Marshall, Defence Minister Bob 
Tizard, and External Relations and Trade Minister Mike 
Moore, beaten by Mr. Palmer in the leadership contest 
Tuesday. 
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Mr. Moore was also appointed minister for the Amer- 
ica’s Cup, in charge of planning for New Zealand’s 
expected hosting of the next yachting extravaganza. 


Mr. Palmer will retain his environment portfolio but 
shed his responsibilies as minister of justice and attor- 
ney-general. 


Deputy Prime Minister Helen Clark retained the health 
portfolio, and was made minister of labour. 


This is a key role because of the pressure the government 
is under from its Labour Party trade union affiliates, 
concerned at rising unemployment and other social costs 
of the economic reforms. 


A breakaway political alliance, New Labour Party, was 
formed several months ago and has taken significant 
support from the Labour Party in some key marginal 
electorates. 


Ms. Clark said she would be dealing with the contentious 
issue Of pay equity “that will have to be sorted out.” 


The enforcement of the concept of equal pay for jobs of 
supposedly equal value has been Labour Party policy 
since it was first elected in 1984. 


Strongly opposed by employer organisations and hotly 
debated this year under pressure from women party 
members, the policy will be a vital part of the govern- 
ment’s program to attract the votes of women in the next 
election. 


Mr. Palmer said he did not envisage making any changes 
in the cabinet team before the election. 


“This is it,’ he said. 


Government Formalizes Policy on Antarctica 
BK0908 121289 Hong Kong AFP in English 1057 GMT 
9 Aug 89 


[Text] Wellington, Aug 9 (AFP)}—New Prime Minister 
Geoffrey Palmer gave Parliament Wednesday a formal 
statement of the New Zealand Government's policy on 
Antarctica, denying he was attempting to take the moral 
high ground from France and Australia. 


The white paper, a formal means of stating government 
policy, set out the government’s commitment to push for 
world park status for the frozen continent, but not at the 
expense of the controversial mining convention negoti- 
ated here last year. 


The document said a regime was needed to cover activ- 
ities like tourism, waste disposal, scientific drilling, 
pollution, uses of ice, and mechanisms for monitoring 
human activity. 
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Mr. Palmer, selected Tuesday to succeed David Lange, 
said New Zealand would try to persuade the other 13 
Antarctic Treaty partners to back its initiative when they 
meet in Paris next month. 


The alternative approach of trying to negotiate an all- 
embracing convention from the start could take many 
years and the government did not believe the parties 
could afford to wait, he said. 


New Zealand first proposed world park status for Ant- 
arctica in 1975, but the move was not accepted by the 
other Antarctic Treaty partners. For the past six years 
New Zealand has been pushing for a minerals conven- 
tion, to ensure tight restrictions On mining in the region. 


But recently France and Australia have said that they 
will not support ratification of the convention because it 
does not go far enough, and that Antarctica should be 
made a world park. 


Mr. Palmer told a press conference Wednesday that New 
Zealand was not entering into competition with other 
nations on the issue, but because of the country’s close 
proximity to antarctica it had a big stake in the conti- 
nent’s future. 
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“Global environmental issues are now being taken ser!- 
ously by governments,” he said. “It’s a disagreement 
about the means, not the ends.” 


“The convention cannot be viewed as the full answer. 
The emphasis must shift to putting together a compre- 
hensive environmental protection regime for this vulner- 
able continent,” Mr. Palmer added. 


A New Zealand spokeswoman for the environmental 
group Greenpeace criticised the white paper for not 
giving a clear indication of the government’s future 
intentions. 


“Greenpeace would like to see the minerals convention 
discarded in favour of a world park that bans mining and 
that is administered within the Antarctic Treaty system, 
and we were hoping that the white paper would also take 
this line,” spokeswoman Janet Dalziell said in a statement. 


“This hope has not been fulfilled.” 


Most of the paper was devoted to outlining the govern- 
ment’s plans to work towards “an integrated and binding 
protection regime for Antarctica’, she said. But Green- 
peace was disappointed in the substance of the plans. 
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